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D E DICAT ION. 
TO THE 


Hon. Lady JERNINGHAM. 


Madam, 


HAT tender affection for your 
children, and ſolicitous atten- 
tion to their improvement, which 
actuates your ladyſhip's conduct, 
though poſſeſſed of every talent to 
make the plealures of the world your 
ruling paſhon, as it excited my.regard, 
ſo likewiſe it has awakened 1 in me the 
defiie of requeſting your acceptance 
of the following Work; in which 
have attempted to {ketch the cha- 
racter of an ExeMPLaRY MoTHER. 
The favourable judgement the 
world has already paſſed upon it, and 
your obliging readineſs to accept the 
offer, flatters me with the hope, that 
the portrait is not altogether unwor- 
thy your ladyſhip's patronage. 
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Exquiſite ſenſibility of heart, blend- 


ed with that ſteady reſolution which 
ariſes from a ſuperior underſtanding, 


are the moſt prominent features in 


Mrs. Villars's charadter. May the 
Tame traits ſo viſible in your ladyſhip's, 
excite in your children that beſt effect 
of filial affect on, the performance 
of every act of filial duty. 

That Sir William Jerningham and 


your ladyfhip may long enjoy the 


delightful ſatisfaction of bcholding 


pour children 


© Adorn'd with all that earth and heaven can 
beſtow | 
« Jo make them amiable,” 


is the ſincere and fervent wiſh of 
your ladyſhip's 
Very obedient humble ſervant, 


Brock Hall, M.S, COOPER. 
Oct. 12, 1779. | 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THR - 
FIRST EDITION, 


WRITTEN BY 


A RI ER 


F, in an Age when the moſt un- 
1 natural Characters and the moſt 
improbable Adventures are continu- 
ally circulated and 2 ſought 
after, the following work (contain- 
ing the Exhibition of a genuine Cha- 
acter in the common Occurrences of 
eal Life) can engage Attention, —it 
annot fail of affording a rational 
\muſement, of improving the Under- 
tanding by the Juſtneſs of its Ob- 
rvations, of correcting Vice by 


he Goodneſs of its Precepts, and of 


rengthening Virtue by the Amiable- 
els of its Examples. 
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EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 
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LETTEN I 


Lady EGERTON to Mrs. GRIFFIN, 


DAR Mapa, | 
M* long ſilence has perhaps made you 
give up all expectation of receiving 
another letter from me, yet it has been 
occaſioned neither by forgetfulneſs, nor 
ingratitude; Alneſs firſt prevented me from 
returning an anſwer to your letter, and 
an unexpected ramble has ſince protracted 
the delay. | 
I am now at G. in Eſſex, at the 
| houſe of Mrs. Villars a widow lady. To 
this amiable woman I am indebted for my 
Vor. I B life; 


———— — 


[ 
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life: ſhe and her daughter lodged in the 


ſame houſe with me, and though I had 
many acquaintance at the Bath, I found 


there no true friend except Mrs. Villars. 


As ſhe ſhared in few of the public diver- 
fions, I enjoyed her converſation every 
day; which ſo much heightened my eſteem 
and friendſhip for her, that when ſhe ac- 
quainted me ſoon after my recovery with 


the neceſſity of her return home, I could 


not forbear ſhedding tears. But with a 
tender eagerneſs ſhe requeſted that I would 
give her my company into Eſſex, 

My daughter's indiſcreet marriage ren- 
dered Northamptonſhire diſagreeable ; I 
had not acquired ſufficient reſolution to 
reviſit that place, I knew the ſight of it 
would increaſe my reſentment, and una- 


voailing regret.— On the other hand, Mrs. 


Villars, on our firſt acquaintance, attracted 
my affections, Her aſſiduous tenderneſs 
during 
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during my illneſs, her tender ſolicitude for 
the happineſs of her children, and the noble 
ſentiments ſhe diſplayed upon every occa- 
fion, ſo much heightened my love and 
eſteem, that I was incapable of denying my- 
ſelf a longer enjoyment of her ſociety, and a 
nearer intimacy with her virtues, 

We therefore left Bath together ; I accom- 
panied her to Oxford, where her ſon is a ſtu- 
dent, from whence we came directly to G. 
This place is extremely delightful, but per- 
haps owes its chief beauty to its inhabitants, 
Mrs. Villars is about forty years of age, yet 
does not appear to be more than thirty, 
Her eaſy unaffected chearſulneſs has contri- 
buted to preſerve in her the bloom of youth, 
She is indeed very handſome, - but her fea- 
tures glow with ſuch benignity, that my 
_ contemplation is withdrawn from admiration 
of her perſon to thoſe beauties of the mind, 
which will ever ſupply the undecaying 

B 2 charm 


= 
- A 
— — — 8 ö GC we Wet. 4 2 . 
4 - * ” £4 EY WE E ES 
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charm of ſweetneſs to her external form. 


For piety and extenſive benevolence, for ma- 


ternal love and domeſtic attentions, I never 
knew her equal. She has told me, that the 
education of her children, has been her moſt 
delightful taſk. 1 have endeavoured, ſaid 


- ſhe, to make them trul good; they are not, 


nor do 1 wiſh them to be heirs of earthly 
grandeur; I would inſpire them with a no- 


bler ambition, to become inheritors of an 


heavenly kingdom, She was, it ſeems, per- 
fetly happy with Mr, Villars, to whom ſhe 
was married at the age of nineteen, He 
lived with her only fix years. I am certain, 
from her declining to anſwer my queſtions 
o: that nature, and from her uncommon me- 
Tit, that ſhe has had many offers; but I find 
ſhe never intends to marry again, Her cir- 
cumſtances are very eaſy, but not affluent, 
Her ſervants regard her as a parent, rather 
than a miſtreſs; and indeed her unremitted 

endeavours 
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endeavours for their inſtruQon in every du- 
| ty and neceſſary employment, and the ten- 
derneſs of her behaviour to them, are truly 
maternal. Was I to expatiate on every vir- 
tue fhe practiſes, I ſhould extend this be- 
yond the proper bounds of a letter. 

Miſs Villars is almoſt ſeventeen. Her 
features are regular and delicate, If ſhe is 
not ſo fine-a woman as Mrs. Villars, her 
form perhaps'is more genteel. Her mind is 
a copy of her amiable mother's, and her | 
looks are expreſſive of as much ſweetneſs ; 
but ſhe ſeems to want that ſteadineſs of ſoul 
which ſupports Mrs. Villars on every occa- 
ſion. If Miſs Villars ſhould place her affec- 
tions on a deſigning hypocrite, ſhe will be, 
from the extreme ſoftneſs of her diſpoſition, 
the moſt miſerable of her ſex. She has no- 
thing of that ſupercilious manner, which oc- 
caſions many young ladies to be diſliked by 
their domeſtics. She ſpeaks to them in the 

B 3 gentleſt 
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gentleſt tone, uſes the mildeſt expreſſions, 
2nd their ſervices are animated by real love. 
So far is Miſs Villars from ſporting with 
the pain of the moſt inſignificant being, that 
I have ſeen her as ſedulous in the endeavour 
to releaſe an inſect from the rude graſp of a 
child, as too many perſons are in thedeſtruc- 
tion of the moſt noble creatures. She has 
learned from her mother, that ſhe ſhall be 
accountable for the infliftion of pain on any 
creature, and that ſhe owes a tenderneſs to 
all, even the meaneſt of the living ſpecies, 
lown to you, Mrs, Griffin, I was aſto- 
niſhed at theſe ſentiments; but on a little 
conſideration and a conſtant attention to 
every inſtance of Mrs, Villars's conduct, 1 
bluſhed at my inferiority, and felt the truth 


of her obſervations, 


Mr. Villars has attained the age, of twenty. 
He is tall and gentee], is handſome without 
pride or afteCtation, has a refined underſtand- 


ing 
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ing without pedantry, and wit without the 
leaſt tincture of ill-nature : his eye is pene- 
trating yet lively, and his converſation en- 
tertaining beyond deſcription. He is com- 
paſſionate without that extreme ſoftneſs 
which is conſpicuous in his ſiſter. 

Mr, Villars's gaiety may betray him into 
imprudencies; but if Miſs Villars ſwerve 
from duty, /ove will moſt probably be the 
ſource of her errors. But I hope ſuch a mo- 
ther's example and inſtruction will ſecure 
both from deviation, 

It is time to conclude my firſt letter; I 
give you the promiſe of another very ſoon, 

I am, my dear Mrs. Griffin, 
Your ſincerely affectionate, 
E. EGERTON. 


34 LET. 
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LETTER II. F 
Lady EGzRTON to Mrs. GRIFFIN. 


DAR MAD, 
"HOUGH in my laſt I gave you ſome 
| ſketch of Mrs. Villars's character, I 
muſt in this ſend you a further account of her 
e ſentiments and manner of life. 
The following is a journal of her daily 


employment. She riſes at ſix, reads pray- 


ers at ſeven, when all the ſervants are pre- 
ſent and ediſfied by her example. Family 
affairs are generally ſettled before breakfaſt, 
and theſe ate always tranſacted without 
buſtle or hurry. I never in my life faw ſo 
much order and decorum preſerved, as in this 


houſe. Her mgggings are ſometimes dedi- 
cated to writing, ſometimes to work, 


while Miſs Villars reads aloud; at others, 
Mrs, Villars takes up a book when her 
daughter 
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daughter is engaged with her needle. At one, 
they dreſs, and dine at two. After dinner, 
Miſs Villars plays on her harpſichord, and 
ſings. Their afternoons are ſometimes 
paſſed in viſits to the neighbouring families, 
but more frequently at home, where 
Miſs Villars either enjoys her mother's 
delightful and inſtruQjve converſation, or 


hears her read and make obſervations, After 


tea, they walk their rounds to their poor 
neighbours, whoſe ſickneſs is relieved by 
Mrs. Villars's lenient aſſiſtance, and their 
misfortunes are either redreſſed by her timely 
benevolence, or their afflictions ſoothed by 
religious conſolations. She exhorts. their 
families to the performance of the duties 
ſhe has taught them, and: entitles herſelf to 
the bleſſings of every grfteFul heart, She is 
their earthly benefactreſs, and becomes their 
guide to immortality, | 
WE | The 
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The ladies ſup at nine, and afterwards 
either play on the harpfichord, or amuſe 
themſelves in the garden ; about eleven, the 
family again aſſemble at prayers, and then 
retire to bed, | " 

I aſked Mrs, Villars if her ſon liked the 
country, and if he was not ſoon tired of ſo 
methodical a life. When he is with us, an- 
ſwered ſhe, we viſit more than uſual, and he 
frequently rides with his ſiſter, of whom he is 
very fond; tho' he ſometimes ſays ſhe is too 
grave, and is fearful ſhe is dearer to me than 
he is; but I aſſure you, madam, this is not 
the caſe, for they are both dutiful children. 
My daughter's diſpoſition is moſt conformable 
to mine; but as my ſon's gaiety is (I flatter 
myfelf) confined within the limits of his 
duty, I am happy in ſeeing him chearful, anc 
endeavour to contribute to his amuſement, 
He loves poetry, and even writes it agreeably. 
I ſametimes attempt a rhyme, and he is 

pleaſed 
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pleaſed with my productions. Sometimes I 
compoſe a tale, the moral of which tends to 
inculcate religion and virtue. Thus I try 
to obtain my children's regard by rendering 
myſelf agreeable to them; for I would have 
them love me as a friend, whilſt they refpect 
me as a parent, I confider my ſon as the 
living reprefentative of his dear father, and 
I hope he will inheritallmy huſband's virtues, 
Laſt Sunday after church I deſired Miſs 
Villars to read to me, and put a volume of 
'Tom Jones into her hand. She bluſhed, he- 
ſitated, but at laſt begged I would chuſe 
ſome book more proper for the day, from 
her mother's library. I was rather aſhamed 
of being tutored by a girl, but willing to 
hear her reaſons: Surely, my dear Flavia, 
faid I, you are too ſcrupulous ; we have 
been twice at church, and you would not 
pore over ſermons till bed time. It would 
be arrogance in me, madam, anſwergd ſhe, 
and 
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and doing injuſtice tomy mother, to aſcribe 

any merit to myſelf in the allotment of my | 
time. Obedience to her is my glory, for l 
am convinced I act right, when I perform 


_ her gentle, injunctions, She has often told 


me it is not mere attendance on the ſervice 
of the church, nor the turning over the pages 
of a religious author, that conſtitute a right 
performance of our duty on the Lord's Day. 

We muſt add meditation on the mereies of 
God, to preſerve a lively and effectual grati- 


tude, Can we, ſhe ſays, reſuſe to allot one 


day in ſeven to thankſgiving and religious 
contemplation, when the only important bu- 
ſineſs of our lives ought. to be to render our- 
ſelves acceptable to the Deity ? We. require 
leſs to be inſtructed in the fnowledoe of our 
duty, than to be influenced to the pradice of 
it, and religious obſervances are the only ſe 
curity for our performance of moral virtues. 
Example, {he adds, is prevalent, and we may 


„ by 
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by our indulgence of an amuſement iynocent 
in its own nature, but unſeaſonaby perform- 
ed, endanger the virtue of thoſe about us. 
I thanked Miſs Villars for her confidence 
in me, and acknowledged the juſtneſs of 
the obſervation : But, ſaid I, ſervants and 
labourers, who have only Sundays for days 1 
of recreation, will not be confined from | 3 
ſports and feſtivity, My mother is convin- Y 
ced of it, madam, ſhe anſwered, and never 

refuſes her ſervants any innocent relaxation 

after they have been at church. Sometimes 7 
they walk in the gardens, at others ſhe gives A 
them an entertainment of fruits, cyder, &c., 4 
or performs hymns and anthems on her or- 

gan, I play on my harpſichord, and we both 

ſing. Theſe concerts give them much plea- 


ſure. My mother encourages them to ſing 

pſalms, and to converſe on chearful and in- 

ſtructive ſubjects, rewards their ſobriety, and 

expreiles her diſlike to any irregularity, E 
7 Thoſe 23 
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Thoſe who cannot read, often intreat one of 
us to read a chapter in the Bible, or a ſer- 
mon; and thoſe who can, apply to my mo- 
ther for the ſubject of their peruſal, who 
recommends, and even promotes by her ex- 
ample, a decent chearfulneſs. 

Yeſterday I aſked my amiable friend if ſhe 
had permitted her children an early peruſal 
of novels, Perhaps, ſaid ſhe, your ladyſhip 
will blame me when I tell you, that whilſt 
they were very young, I ſelected ſome of the 
beſt novels, and laid them in the room 
where we uſually fate. I did not recommend 
them particularly to their notice, for I had 
ſome volumes of biography, hiſtory, and 
poetry, mixed with them ; I wiſhed to in- 
ſpire in them a love of reading, and to re- 
mark the propenſity of each diſpoſition. Fre- 

derick made choice of Fielding's Works, 
which he read with avidity. Flavia was 
charmed with the pathetic Richardſon. My 
ſon 
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ſon was attached only to works of humour, 
my daughter preferred the tender to the ri- 
diculous. When they had peruſed the books 
I procured, I deſired them to read with great- 
er attention, to write down the ſentiments 
they moſt approved, the repartees and wit- 
ticiſms with which they were moſt delighted, 
and to make their own obſervations on the 
ſtory, ſentiments and characters. I did not 
enjoin this as a taſk, but adviſed it as a me- 
thod I had myſelf found uſeful ; for the re- 
membrance of mere ſtory (I told them) was 
the pleaſure of a child, but the recollection 
of ſentimental truth, formed a mature judge- 
ment. I ſometimes adviſed them to dreſs in 
their own language any ſtory they had peru- 
ſed, I encouraged their progreſs by my ap- 
plauſes of their docility and readineſs, and 
they ſoon acquired by this practice, an ac- 
curacy of expreſſion, and an acuteneſs in 
judging. In reſpect to novel writing, I en- 

deavoured 
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deavoured to teach them, that the deſign of — 
that ſpecies of compoſition ought to be, to 
unite utility with entertainment. That the 
characters ſhould not be drawn beyond the 
limits of probability, yet ſhould be calcu- 
lated to render the reader better by the exhi- 
bition of virtuous examples. That vice 
ſhould always diſguſt by its deformity, and 
that whilſt we condemn faults in the por- 
traits preſented to our view, we ſhould turn 
the mirror on ourſelves, and behold with 
deteſtation, errors equally indefenſible. 
I told them that biography was leſs bene- 
ficial, becauſe there are few real charaQers 
wholly worthy of imitation. That virtues 
and vices are in general ſo blended, that the 
latter are palliated by the former. 45 
\ But, madam, ſaid I, could you reſtrain 
. your children from the peruſal of any book 
you diſliked ? I gave them, anſwered ſhe, 
ſuch evident proofs that I ſought only their 
inſtruction an amuſement, that neither 
of 
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of them ever acted in oppoſition to my 
deſires. Indeed, I had endeavoured to enaꝶ le 
them to judge what were the proper motives 
of choice and rejection. 

I can't imagine, reſumed I, how you ac- 
quired ſuch an empire over their inclinations. 
Did you never humqur them when young ? 
Never find them refractory fince they 
attained a more turbulent age ? x 

I will give you, ſaid ſhe, an account obey 
methods. I as able to be the nurſe of both 
my children. Adalichtful taſk ! and, whey 
the mother is capable, an act of duty. Intheir 
infancy I diverted them from any purſuits 
which might injure their health, or nouriſh 
the ſeeds of anydangerous propenſity. Ineither 
ſuffered them to be rendered unneceſſarily un- 
eaſy, nor to pleaſe themſelves by tormenting 
the meaneſt living creature; for unreaſonable 
contradiction excites fretfulneſs, and deſtroys 
the power of chearfulneſs; and improper in- 

Vol. I. 8 dulgencies 
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d ulgencies -cultivate an inclination to cru- 
elty, by eradicating that "tenderneſs which 
makes us ſuffer on ſeeing any object in pain. 
In ſhort, madam, I made my reaſon the rule 
of my children's actions white they were 

young, and when they were * n 
them to exert their tun. 

I ſtrenuouſly inculcated bene volence of 
diſpoſition, and have frequently felt the ſatiſ- 
faction of ſeeing them aſſiſt objects of charity 
with thoſe ſums they had intended to appro- 
priate to the decoration of their perſons. 

'Welive in perfect harmony. The tender- 
neſs of the friend ſubſiſts with the authority 
of the parent, and the. moſt affeCtionate 
regard animates the obedienceof the children, 
] believe they never indulged a thought they 
wiſhed to conceal from me, and J have 
never defired to know their : ſentiments, but 
with the hope of contributing to their 
happineſs and improvement. Their different 

"1a diſpoſitions 
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diſpoſitions required ſome difference of treat- 
ment: my daughter's diffidence was relieved 
by tender encouragement; my ſon's * 
regulated by mild reſtraint. 
Ihave yet had no reaſons to ſuſpect my 
ſon of any irregularity. He has the advantage 
of a tutor whoſe conduct is exemplary, and 


f 1 hope he will imitate Mr. Spencer. But ! 
. dare not expect he will be impeccable. 
ty Should he ſwerve, he ſhall never accuſe me 
_ of ſeverity; and I flatter myſelf the natural 
goodneſs of his heart, and his confidence in 
* my tenderneſs, will preſerve him from 
ty incorrigeble errors. 
* Every conference with Mrs. Villars 
en. "heightens my eſteem and love. I ſhall never 
hey want a ſubject for my letters while I am with 
ave er. Believe me to be, | 


Dear Mrs, Griffin, | 
Your faithful and affeRionate 


E. EGERTON. 
. 2 
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P. 8. Miſs Villars has imparted to me a 
letter from her mother to her brother on his 
going to college, I begged a copy of it, 
which I incloſe. I cannot add any thing 
worth detaining you from the peruſal of it, 


ECT TERM 
Mrs. VIILARS to Mr. ViLLARS, 


, My DEAR Sox, 
vo U are now entering on a ſituation 
the more hazardous becauſe you are 
— of its ee dangers, a and too fruitful of 
ntoxicating pleaſure, to awaken a ſuſpicion” 
of impending miſery, 


J feel a laudable exultation of heart on 


2 


the reflection that you have hitherto perſe- 
vered in the practice of the duties of life. 
But, my dear ſon, remember, that you have 


yet been unaſſailed by temptations, and ne- 
ver been removed from the watchful eye of 
a tender parent. The duties which have 
Pre- 
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preſerved to you an happy ſerenity of mind, 
will afford perhaps to your gay companions 
a ſubject on which to diſglay their talents 
for ridicule. I tremble when I conſider, that 
you may be afſaulted ed by all all the deſtrudtivg 
arguments of ſophitry, expoſed to the fal- 
lacious allurements of pleaſure, and invited 
to plunge into the gulph of ſenſuality 

Oh! my chilg, do not forget in the 
midſt of a gay, licentious world, that you 
have obligations which no human power 
can ever cancel, and Cutigs to fulfil, from 
which you can never he diſengaged | 

Mr. Spencer has undertakgn.to be your 
monitor, and inſtructor. You knw his 
character, and my confidence in is up- 
derſtanding and integrity: to him therefore 
J intreat that you will apply for advice in 
any immediate exigence, and be guided by 
his prudent and friendly admonitions. 


C 3 I An 
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preſerved to you an happy ſerenity of mind, 
will afford perhaps to your gay companions 


a ſubject on which to diſglay their talents 
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have obligations which no human power 
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which you can never he diſengaged | 

Mr. Spencer has undertabęn, to be your 
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character, and my confidence in is up- 
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I will not too ſeverely taſk your oblig-- 
ing and dutiful diſpoſition, but it will give 
me very great ſatisfaction, if you are punc- 
| tual in writing to me once a fortnight; 
3 Never ſtudy for expreſſions. Let your 

letters be like your heart, frank and undiſ- 

guiſed ; your language be unembelliſned 
with ornamental flouriſhes, and breathe only 
the pure ſuggeſtions of truth. 

Your temper is lively, yet tender; you are 
naturally friendly and unſuſpeCting : beware 
leſt you be ſeduced toa miſapplication of in- 
tended bleſſings. Never ſuffer your gaiety 
to betray you into licentiouſneſs, nor the 
tenderneſs of your heart to deviate into a2 

' neglect of true honour, Vice and impru- 
| dence are no neceſſary attendants on youth, 
though too frequently its adopted compa- 

nions. 


If you are aſſaulted by the ridicule of | 
your gay acquaintance for perſiſting in any 
| laudable 
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laudable cuſtom, deſpiſe their contempt, 
and be only: fearful of incurring your. own. 
If. you would be ſecure from the- arrows of 
calumny, be careful never to part with the 
ihield of innocence. Remember you have 
a tender mother who is - anxiouſly — 
for your improvement. in goodneſs, and 
whoſe happineſs is dependant on her chil- 
dren's conduct : remember you have a ſiſter 


to whom” you are infinitely dear, and that 
your honeur ought to be as pure. and un- 
blemiſhed as ber. virtue. But above all re- 
member, that there is an Omniſcient Being, 
to whom you will. be accountable for every 
deviation, whoſe diſpleaſure conſigns you 
to the everlaſting puniſhments of guilt, or 
whoſe approbation crowns you with the eter- 
nal rewards of obedience |! F<: 

In your chdice of friends, do not t prefer 
the Title to the Man. | 
Virtue alone is true W : 
5 ; Nor 


1 1 
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Nor be deceived by the ſplendouf of 

_ riches, to overlook the claim of unaſſuming 
merit, If you commence an acquaintance 
with a petſon of ſuperior rank, never aſpire 
to vie with him in expence, nor ſuffer 
complaiſance to degenerate into vice or My. 
That friendſhip alone, which lows ffbm tht 
ſource of virtue, ſupplies an uninterrupted 
and inexhauſtible ſtream of delight. You 
have an allowance which is thought ſuf- 
ficient for your ſituation and diſpoſitionz 
and with which you appeared to be ſatisfied. 
Permit no artificial defires to deprive you of 
the power in which you always delighted, 
that of retieving diſtreſs, 

If, my fon, you are betrayed into any 
#23 you condemn, endeavour rather to 
attone for the fault than to palliate or diſ- 
gulſe it. The regard I wiſh you ſhould al- 
ways feel for me is incompatible with diffi 
mulation, I am no judge whoſt ſeverity 

| would 


+ 
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would awe you lata ſilence, but a friend and 
2 paventy in Whem yu may repoſe an un- 
reſerved confidence. 

I hope you will purſue the manner of 
reading I have always recommended, Never 
forget what I have often repeated to you, 
e that flow reading is the quickeſt way to 
knowledge.” A frequent peruſal of a 
few well.choſen books, will tend more to 
the improvement of your underſtanding, ; 
than a multifarious reading of all the ſuper - 
ficial writers who have attempted to acquire 
literary fame 

I am not apprehenſive that you will 
think my advice ariſes from any other mo- 
tive than a defire of promoting your pre- 
ſent and future happineſs. Be affured, my 
dear ſon, no lieart can glow with more ma- 
ternal fondneſsthan that of 

Your er 2M Fionate mother, 
| nac ſaithful friead, 
SOPHIA VILLAXS. 
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Ls TT TER IV. 
Bady EGeRrToNto Mrs, GRIFFIN... 


Dax Mapan, 


WIr; you read this letter you will 


adwire Mrs. Villars and blame your 
friend : but after I have incurred your cen- 
ſure, I hope you will confeſs J entitle my- 
ſelf to your approbation. 
Being alone with Mrs. Villars yeſterday; , 
I put into her-hand the copy of a will which 
intended to have had duly executed on my 
return to London, and in which I made her 
the heireſs of all my fortune, except fome le- 
gacies. I alſo inſiſted on Miſs. Villarꝰs ac- 
ceptance of a bank note for 1001. as ſome 
preſent acknowledgement for her mother's 
kindneſs to me, and as a proof of my gra- 
titude, and friendſhip. . 
Mrs. Villars gazed on me in nlent a- 
mazement, but 1 gave her the note, and 
deſired her to lock up the will. You ſurprize 
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me, madam, ſaid ſhe ; has not your ladyſhip- 
a child? I have a daughter, anſwered I; but, 
my dear Mrs. Villars, ſhe has no right to 
expect from me the portion of a child; She- 
married without my conſent, againſt my ex- 
preſs. command, and into a family-ſunk in 
indigence and infamy : to a-wretch whoſe. 
only fortune is à red coat and ſword. I. 
threatened her with the conſequences of 
ſuch a choice, and ſhe ſhall feel them, 

You are warm, madam, replied Mrs. Vil - 
lars, or you would not view this offence in 
ſo heinous a light. Will you permit me to 
expoſtulate with you? Did you encourage 
Miſs Egerton's confidence, by treating her 
with the tenderneſs of a friend, rather than 
ſubjecting her to the harſh authority of the 
parent? If T have exerted any ſeverity; inter- 
rupted I, ſhe ought to have been ſenſible, it 
could only proceed from a deſite of her good. 


Has ſhe not convinced me a ftriter con- 
duct 
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duct was neceſſary for her re{}zaing? Paxdgn 
me, madam, returned Mrs, Villars, a, child 
may ſometimes ſuſpect that a parext's;ſeyeri- 
ty is the effect of anger rather than of love. 
Elſe ſurely maternal affection would ſuggeſt 
the gentleſt, tendereſt method of perſuaſion. 
1 had a daughter, faid I, whom I indulged 
in every wiſh, and what was the reſult ? 
She deſpiſed my advice, and I was the ob- 
ject of her centempt and ridicule, 1 loſt 
her at the age of fixteen, Matilda was 
then only ſeven, and I determined neyer 
to injure her by indulgence, But did not 
your ladyſhip, replied Mrs. Villars, in, che 
mildeſt tone, deviate into an equally dan- 
gerous extreme? an unlimited indulgence, 
inſtead of being a proof of affection, is 
real unkindneſs: but on the contrary, ſhall 
a parent deprive berſelf of that tender filia} 
regard which produces "the confidence of 
friendſhip ? IL never granted to a child's im- 
oe portunity 


l 
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portunity what I had denied on reaſonable 
motives, and my children were ſoon ſo per- 
fectly convinced of my love for themy that 
they acquieſced in my refuſals,—I don't ſuſ- 
pect the goodneſs of your deſign; but, dear- 
eſt madam, who is 10 proper as a mother, 
acting and conſidered as a friend, to temper 
with prudence the gaiety of a youthful 
mind ? to direct the tender heart to a worthy 
object, and to teach the paſſions to move 
within the ſphere of virtue? Can it be 
expected that youth ſhould foreſee the con- 
ſequence of a raſh action, when age and 
experience have been ſo frequently miſ- 
taken? Miſs Egerton's conduct has been 
very faulty but was not lady Egerton the pri- 
mary cauſe of her daughter's diſobWience ? 
Be not diſpleaſed, dear madam ; the pre- 
ſent ſituation of affairs requires me to be 
perfectly explicit. —[f your daughter has 
made choice of a man capable of 1ender- 


ing 
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ing her happy, your deſign is anſwered, the 
the means were erroneous. If her hopes 
have deceived her, will you aggravate her 
misfortune by depriving her of maternal 
- conſolation ? No, madam, you cannot caſt 
off the mother. Perbaps Mr. Stamford, - 
irritated at your unkindneſs, may revenge 
his diſappointment -on your daughter, and 
ſhe may ſuffer a ſeverer - puniſhment than 
her fault deſerves, or than you deſign to in- 
fit; if your diſpleaſure has not abated his 
love, you injure both by involving them in 
difficulties it is in your power to prevent. 
Oh, madam, extend an eye of pity on 
your unhappy child] receive her into fa- 
vour, and ſhe will feel the deepeſt contrition 
for having offended ſo forgiving a parent. 
What ! anſwered -I, receive her with- 
out an application for forgiveneſs ? With- 
out an excuſe, or expreſhon of concern for 


her fault? 1 4 
Conſider 


4 
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Conſider, my dear lady Egerton, reſumed 
Mrs. Villars, you denounced the moſt bit- 
ter indignation againſt her: you'forbade her 
entrance into your houſe, and commanded 
her not to trouble you with ſupplications, 
for you would never receive her into favour. 
] was ſhocked when you communicated to 
me this vehemence, and determined to at- 
tempt effecting a reconciliation: ſo irrecon= 
cilible a difpcſition is more blameable than 
the fault which excited your reſentment, 
Perhaps your daughter ought to have writ- 
ten, but ſhe is married; would you have her 
expreſs a wiſh to be releaſed from the man to 
whomſhe has vowed love and obedience? on 
whoſe affection her happineſs depends? Who 
can tell whether he has not (incenſed-at your 
cruelty) prevented her from purſuing 'the 
dictates of her inclination ? Would you have 
her be guilty of a ſecond diſobedience? 


Ah 
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not bear the appearance of a mercenary at- 


* 


32 THE EXEMBLARY MOTHER» 
＋ 
Ah ! madam, let maternal tendemeſs re- 


ſume its place in your heart. Ves, 
you will forgive her —I ſee you will. 


How could I reſiſt ſo amiable an ad vo- 
cate! I yielded to her intreaties, I promiſed to 


ſee my daughter on my return, and if I hear 


ſhe has a kind huſband, to give them the for- 
tune her father intended for her. But, con- 
tinued I, you prevent the effects of my grati- 
tude. You rob me of the power Do not, 
interrupted ſhe, do not, I intreat your dady- 
ſhip, mention ſuch a bequeſt and gift; I can- 


tachment, were there no ſtronger objections 
to your propoſal, The reconciliation I have 
been ſo happy as to promote gives me the 
moſt rational and delightful gratification. If 
you think me deſerving your affection, I, aſk 
no more than the continuance. of it. 

Miſs Villars's entrance turned the con- 


verſation on other ſubjects. My poor 
girl 


] 


* 
THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 33 


girl has been unkindly treated. I believe, I 


ſhall haſten my return into Northamptonſhire 
to ſeal her forgiveneſs. I feel a real joy in 
my determination. I would have her re- 
main ignorant of my delign, till I can give 
her a perſonal aſſurance that ſhe is re- inſtated 
in the affection of a mother, who hopes to be 
conſidered from henceforth as her friend, 

I don't know how I ſhall part from Mrs, 
Villars. Every ſentiment that is great and 
noble dwells in her mind: but 1 have too 
long ceaſed to be a parent, while I indulged 
the impulſes of friendſhip, My heart is in- 
tendered (if I may uſe the expreſſion) on the 
proſpect of ſeeing my child. You, Mrs, Grif- 
fin, who have never been a mother, can have 
no idea of the glow of ſenſibility that warms 
my breaſt. You are more capable of judg- 
ing from your own friendly heart, of the re- 
gard with which J ſubſcribe myſelf | 

Vour's molt ſincerely, 


Vol. I D- E. EGERTON. 


\ 
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LETTER V. 

Lady Eczrton to Mrs. GRIFFIN. 

CY H ! Mrs. Griffin, what a woman is 

Mrs. Villars ! What a ſurprize have 

I experienced | a joyful one] you ſhall have 
a full account, | 

Mrs, Villars reſumed this morning the 

ſubject moſt pleaſing to me, and excited in 

me an eager impatience to ſee my child, As 


we were converſing, a ſervant entered and 
defired to ſpeak to my friend. I was ſo in- 
tently engroſſed by thoughts of my daughter, 
that I was ſcarcely ſenſible of Mrs. Villars's 
abſence—She returned with a glow upon 
her cheeks, joy ſparkling in her eye. May 
I, faid ſhe, become a petitioner to you for 
another favour ? May I introduce to you a 
daughter, eager to implore forgiveneſs, and a 
ſon who will ſtudy to deſerve your love ? 
What could I fay? Regardleſs of Mrs, 
Villars, I flew to the door. My daughter ap- 


peared 


rs. 
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peared on her knees before me. Tears trick- 
led down her face. Can you pardon me ? ſhe 
cryed, Do you forgive? ſaid I, tenderly em- 
bracing her. I claſped her to my boſom. — 
Never ſure was ſo extatic a ſcene ! never did 
I feel ſo much the mother ! Mrs, Villars, 
the kind Mrs. Villars, ſhed tears of joy. 

When our firſt tranſports ſubſided, an- 
other penitent, ſaid ſhe, waits for admit- 
tance, and ſolicits your pardon, You muſt 
releaſe Mrs. Stamford, continued ſhe ſmil- 
ing; her huſband claims ſome ſhare of 
your tenderneſs, | 

I will own to you, Mrs, Griffin, that L 
felt a painful emotion at the name of Mr. 
Stamford, Some remains of reſentment 
were awakened, but Mrs. Villars compoſed 
every tumultuous thought, Your daugh- 
ter's happineſs, ſaid ſhe, cannot be compleat 
while the partner of her heart ſuffers un- 
eaſineſs. He has made it bis endeavour to 
D 2 con- 


— 
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contribute to her happineſs, Can vou delay 
in giving her power to promote his ? 

Has he, anſwered J haſtily, has he been 
kind? Didſt thou loſe a mother by gaining 
an affectionate huſband ? Where is he? 

Mrs, Villars ſcarcely gave me time to 
_ aſk; ſhe left us, and immediately returned 
with Mr. Stamford; his ſubmiſſion en- 
gaged my affection. He threw himſelf at 
my feet, and beſought my forgiveneſs of a 
fault which owed its foundation to real 
love. I could only bleſs and embrace him, 
My heart felt too much joy to expreſs its 
emotions, Our converſation during the 
whole evening was too unconnected to be 
remembered, 

l am really pleaſed with Mr. Stamford. 
He is modeſt, unaffected, and polite. His 
looks are expreflive of true tenderneſs for 
my daughter, whoſe every glance is ani- 
mated by love.— Their fondneſs ſhall be 

rewarded 
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rewarded, but I have inſiſted on their 
leaving Mr. Stamford's family, I do not 
aſk them to live with me; my temper is 
violent and capricious. I have been too 
much accuſtomed to unreſiſted ſway. They 
ſhall ſtay with me in town till the houſe 
in Northamptonſhire is fitted for their 
reception, when I will go down with them ; 
and after they are ſettled, ſhall make Lon- 
don my place of reſidence, | 

Saturday, Another obligation to Mrs. 
Viilars. She ſent a letter with 'a bank 
note for 100 J. to my daughter, who ac- 
knowledged the could not have undertaken 
the journey without it, Excellent woman! 
I incloſe hers and my daughter's letter. 
[ have repaid the money, and intreated 
that ſhe would add to the favours already 
conferred on me, that of obliging me 
with Miſs Villars's company to town : 
She has complicd with my requeſt, The 

a 9 amiable 
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amiable git] thanked me with a graceful 
air, yet fixed her eyes tenderly on Mis. 
Villars till a tear ſtarting, ſhe haſtily 
quitted the room. I remarked to that. 
lady her daughter's unwillingneſs to leave 
her. I obſerve it, Madam, ſaid ſhe, my 
Flavia has never been abſent from me; 
but it is time ſhe ſhould ſee a little of the 
great world, and be under the guardian- 
ſhip of her own diſcretion aided by your 
prudent counſels, I will own to your 
ladyſhip that I have another . reaſon for 
parting from her. Mr. Villars's mother, 
who has hitherto refided chiefly in France, 
of which country ſhe is a native, is com- 
ing to pay her laſt viſit to England, with 
a French family, She intends to paſs 


ſome weeks here, I have never ſeen her 
ſince Mr. Villars's death, and I .muft 
confeſs I rejoice in reſigning my daughter 
to your ladyſhip, as I know my mother 

indulges 
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indulges a turn of converſation very im- 
proper for the attention of a young perſon. 
It would be a pain to be under the neceſſity 
of perpetually controverting her opinions (to 
which I ſhall now ſhew my diſlike by ſilence 
only) and yet I ſhould be infinitely more 
ſhocked, to hazard my daughter's welfare, 
] intruſt her then to your ladyſhip, and I in- 
treat you will be a ſecond mother to her. 
My inſtructions have hitherto influenced her 
conduct, or rather ſupported by the hand of 
providence, her mind has ever retained that 
image of purity, in which it was firſt 
created, 

On Thurſday I have determined to leave 
this happy place. Mr. and Mrs. Stamford 
are ſo charmed with Mrs, Villars, that they 
declare they ſhall part from her with the ut- 
molt regret. | 

The tender Flavia dreads the moment of 
ſeparation, She has juſt left me, I muſt 


appear 
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appear very ungrateful to your ladyſhip, ſhe 
has been ſaying; but believe me, madam, [ 
have a proper ſenſe of the honour of your 
invitation; my uneaſineſs ariſes from the 
thoughts of being abſent from my mother: 
ſuch a parent! oh ! madam, I ſee you ſym- 
pathize with me. 

L applauded the ſweet girl's tenderneſs, 
I joined in her encomiums on my excellent 
friend. 

My eyes overflow on the thoughts of the 
little diſtance between this day and Thurſ- 
day. I can only ſee to add my name to the 
aſſurance of being, 

Dear madam, 
Your ever affectionate, 


E. EGERTON, 


8 


THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 41 
LIT 
[Incloſed in the foregoing, ] 


Mrs. VILLARS to Mrs. STAMFORD. 


Mapam, 
1 OUGH I am perſonally a ſtranger 


to you, the name of Villars muſt ſure- 
ly be known to you as that of the friend, 
whom lady Egerton honoured with her com- 
pany from the Bath. She has imparted to 
me the unhappy breach your marriage occa- 
ſioned, and acknowledges her ſeverity might 
repreſs your confidence : lady Egertan ap- 
pears willing to forgive the error of love, 
and I flatter myſelf that I ſhall have the ſa- 
tisfaction of being witneſs to the perfect 
happineſs of all parties, in a confirmed re- 
conciliation. | 
Permit me, dear Mrs. Stamford, as a 
friend, to remonſtrate, that however blame- 
able lady Egerton has been in ſeverity, the 
* | | duty 
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duty of a child has been greatly infringed 
by you. A mother's harſhneſs, however 
painful to a daughter, is deſigned (though 
a miſtaken method) to ſecure the child's 
feverence and obedience, You have caſt 
off the authority to which you owed ſub- 
miſſion in all lawful commands, But I 
would only awaken a ſenſe of your fault, 
without inſpiring an unavailing regret for 
the commiffion of it. I hope Mr. Stam- 
ford's merit juſtifies your choice, and is a 
ſecurity for your happineſs, 

Lady Egerton knows nothing of this Jet- 
ter, for I procured a direction from her 
woman, without imparting my deſign. 

I beg, Madam, you will immediately 
ſet out with Mr. Stamford for ——— in 
Eſſex. If you ſtop at the entrance of the 
wood about a quarter of a mile from 
the houſe, and acquaint me with your 


arrival, I will introduce you to a. mother 
who 
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who is impatient to extend to you her for- 
giveneſs, 2 
The incloſed bill may be the haſty 
journey leſs inconvenient to you, I am 
certain lady Egerton would have prevented 
this loan, if ſhe had known my intention; 
but I hope you will excuſe the freedom I 
take as it proceeds from a deſire of giving 
her a moſt pleaſing ſurprize. Be aſſured, 
dear madam, you have a real friend in 
Your humble ſervant, 
SOPHIA VILLARS, 


LETTER VII. 


[Incloſed in lady Egerton's. ] 
Mrs. STawrorD to Mrs. VILLARS. 


HEN I received the favour of Mrs. 
Villars's letter, the moſt torment- 


mg fears had taken poſſeſſion of my ſoul. 
The 
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The family into which [ am married are 
not worthy of an alliance with my mother. 
I except my huſband, whoſe behaviour has 
been uniformly kind, 

Your name, madam, was indeed familiar 
to me, and your character had attracted 
my higheſt eſteem and veneration: but 
could I expect ſuch generoſity from a 
ſtranger, when a mother had abandoned me ? 
1 had however indeed deſerved the treatment 
I received, I ſhall fly into her preſence 


with a heart dutifully anxious for a recon- 


ciliation, Mr. Stamford will accompany 
me to receive her bleſſing: we hope to be 
at ——— on | hurſday. 
I am, madam, with the moſt lively grati- 
*ude, which can never ceaſe but with life, 
Your faithfully affectionate 
MATILDA STAMFORD, 


LET- 
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LETTER VIII. 
Lady EctrToN to Mrs. VILLARS. 


DAR Mapan, a 
1 MUST addreſs you as Selima does Ta- 
merline, ; 
«© Where ſhall my wonder and my praiſe 
begin?“ 
I am oppreſſed with obligations, not from 
the diſpoſition of my benefactreſs, but the 
inability of the obliged. A grateful heart is. 
all my claim to the friendſhip of Mrs. Vile 
lars ;z— hut it is the heart ſhe values. 
Accept then, madam, my acknowledg-. 
ments for my life, for my own and my. 
child's happineſs, and believe that it is my- 
firſt wiſh to give you more real proofs of my 
love and gratitude, than mere profeſſions. 
Miſs Villars has acquainted you with 
our ſafe arrival in town, She will very 


ſoon 
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ſoon ſend you a longer letter, Nothing 
could ſo ſoon have reconciled me to a ſepa- 
ration from you as the company of your ami- 
able daughter, Her tender melancholy, her 
expreſſive ſilence ſoothed my uneaſineſs, 

Every day heightens my ſatisfaction in the 
reconciliation you ſo generouſly promoted: 

Mr. and Mrs. Stamford are one of the fond- 
eſt pairs that ever engaged in the matrimo- 
nial ſtate : I muſt confeſs much happier than 
her father and mother, who were married 
with the conſent of friends. 

Be in no hurry, dear madam, to recall 
Miſs Villars, but add to our happineſs by 
your preſence, Your Flavia ſends duty, 
My ſon and daughter defire you will accept 

their grateful acknowledgments and beſt r e- 
ſpeAs. I am, my dear Mrs. Villars, 

Your faithful, and moſt affectionate 

E. EGER TON, 
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LETTER IX. 
Mrs. ViLLars to lady EGERTox. 

2 mind, my dear lady Egerton, 

always accuſtoms itſelf to conſider an 
acquittance of the debt of benevolence and 
civility, as inſtances in others, of ſuperior 
greatnels of ſoul, I have no right to the ac- 
knowledgments- your ladyſhip offers me ; I 


could not have acted otherwiſe than I have 
done, without tranſgrefling the duties it is 


no merit to practiſe, 


I congratulate you, madam, on the hap- 
pineſs of your daughter. She and Mr. Stam- 
ford deſervedly poſſeſs your tendereſt affec- 
tion. Vou were leſs happy, you tell me, in 
marriage, „with the conſent of friends, 
« than Mrs, Stamford, who violated her 
e filial duty,” I am certain you was not 
uahappy becauſe your choice concurred with 

your 


—— 
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peace. Will you, madam, pardon this ſtyle 
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of reprehenſion ? The privilege of friendſhip 


—̃ — —— 


encourages me to be unreſerved. My mo- 
ther comes here next week, When ſhe 
leaves me, I ſhall accept the kind invitation, 
which will give me the opportunity of 
enjoying dear Jady Egerton's and Mrs, 
Stamford's company, My dear gul's ab- 
ſence affects me even more than I expected, 
but ſhe ſhall be debarred from no pleaſure 
for the ſelf-gratification of a fond mother. 
My bleſſing and love attend her, I will 
not aſk you to do me the honour of accepting 
my beſt reſpects: our friendſhip is ſuperior 
to formality, and it is more in the language 
of friendſhip to exchange mutual aſſurances 
of affection, than to derive honour from 
your title, when 1 am acquainted with your 
v irtues. 2 | 
] am, 
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I am, dear madam, with the moſt re- 

ſpectful return of love and eſteem to you 
and your amiable family, | 
Your ſincerely devoted friend, 

and faithful humble ſervant, _ 

sorg VILLARS. 


LETT ERS. 
Miſs ViLLars to Mrs. VILLARS. 


MosT DEAR AND Hor. Mapamn, 
M* firſt letter * contained only an in- 
1 formation of our ſafe arrival and 
health. I had not even time to acquaint you 
that my uneaſineſs on leaving you was not 


diſfipated by the variety of objects that paſſed 
before my eyes: indeed I was under no re- 


ſtraint; for lady Egerton's melancholy was 
little inferior to mine; and Mr. and Mrs. 
Stamford indulged my tenderneſs by their 
praiſes of my dear mother, 

Vol. I. E We 


® This does not appear. 
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We have ſcarcely been a moment alone 
all the paſt week, for lady Egerton has a 
numerous acquaintance, I am in a new 
world, where all things ſurprize, but few 
delight me. I will attempt a deſcription of 
ſome of our viſitors and converſations. 

Miſs Bridgewater is the intimate ſriend of 
Mrs, Stamford: her perſon is extremely 


pretty, her addreſs eaſy and uncommonly 


lively. She converſes with a ſtranger with. 


all the familiarity of an old acquaintance, 
Sir Richard Maynwaring is her admirer ; 
he is a young gentleman of no refined un- 
derſtanding, but agreeable in perſon, has the 
forms of politeneſs, and is moſt firmly at- 
tached to the gay Miſs Bridgewater, This 
lady waited on the family the day after our 
arrival: When I appeared, M y God ! cried 
ſhe, turning to Mrs, Stamford, who is 
that fine girl, Stamford! What an amia- 
ble ruſtic ? I bluſhed at the audible whiſ- 


per; 


5 


as. 


THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER» 51 


per ; ſhe continued gazing on me with a: 
good-humoured freedom. In a few mi- 
nutes, I ſee, Miſs Villars, ſaid ſhe, you 
have not been long in town. O Chr—ſt, 
what a rig-my-rowl of flouncing and trim- 
ming ! Nobody wears ſuch a quantity ; let 
me dreſs you. I ſwear, Villars, if you was 
not a very handſome girl, that cap would 
abſolutely diſguiſe you. 

Mrs. Dawſon, a lady whoſe looks ſeem to 
betray an unfeeling heart, enjoyed my con- 
ſuſion, which the kind lady Egerton endea- 
voured to diſpel. What a critic you are, 
Miſs Bridgewater ! ſaid ſhe; Miſs Villars 
intends to have her dreſs modernized ; a ſu- 
perhcial obſerver may diſcern blemiſhes in her 
ares, but the moſt accurate critic can only. 
diſcover beauties in her mind. 

I bowed to lady Egerton in ſilence. Lord 
bleſs you, my dear, reſumed Miſs Bridge- 
water, I hope you are not offended ; I am. 

E 2 a giddy. 
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a giddy creature, I mean no harm, but I 
ſpeak all I think, You are ſo agreeable, ma- 
dam, anſwered J, it is impoſſible to be dif- 
pleaſed with you—Well, well, ſaid ſhe, then 
there is no hurt done ; but for heaven ſake, - 
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lady Egerton, what have you been doing fo 
long in the country? I have been perfectly 
bappy, Miſs Bridgewater, replied lady Eger- 
ton, in the ſociety of this lady's mother, who 
is the moſt excellent of women. Is ſhe not, 
my dear? I could only fay, Indeed, madam, 
ſhe is the beſt of parents and of women. 

O ! God, exclaimed Miſs Bridgewater, 
you bring to my remembrance a lady, who 
uſed to ſay ſhe had an excellent huſband; 
and how do you think ſhe explained it? 
Why truly, ſhe propoſed tothe fellow every 


thing ſhe knew he liked, and then was de- | 
lighted with him, becauſe he purſued his 
own inclinations ; I dare ſwear he was mote 

_ * pleaſed with gratifying his own -taſte, than 
charm'd 
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charm'd with the good creature's dutiful in- 
tentions. Ha! Villars, does the cap fit thy 
mother? Thou art certainly a good girl. 


Indeed, madam, ſaid I, you do not judge 
truly of my dear mother. Why then, inter- 


rupted ſhe, you have better luck than I had, 
but you are more deſerving. Hark! who 
comes here? My ſwain as I live. 

« My preſence only *tis can make him 


h « bleſt, 
Heal his unquiet mind and tune his 
) e ſoul.” 


Sir Richard, after paying his proper com- 


) pliments to the company, told Miſs Bridge- 
0 water he came to intreat the favour of 
her hand at a private ball that evening. 
t | 


Ha! a ball, cried ſhe: O]! I adore dancing, 
7 WH —Well, but I muſt go home to eres, 
before I confer this favour of my hand, 
] wonder, Sir Richard, you don't chuſe to 
retrench your obligations, for I muſt be ab- 
E z ſolute 
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ſclute ſovereign after marriage, I am ſo ge- 
nerouſly condeſcending now. Oh | L- d! 
I have dropt a ſecret ; well, I can't help it; 
yes, Villars, I ſhall, I believe, ſoon take 
that man to be my wedded huſband. —Your 
ſervant ladies, you'll excuſe my abrupt de- 
parture. | 


She then left us, Sir Richard attending 


her. I expreſſed myſelf charm'd with Miſs 
Bridgewater, Lady Egerton ſays, ſhe is 
of a good diſpoſition, but gay and thought- 
leſs even to a fault. 

The next day Miſs Bridgewater called up- 
on us, and finding me reading the Rambler 
in Mrs, Stamford's room, O L—d! Vil 
lars, ſhe cried, what! a young girl read 
the firſt time of her coming to London ! 
Jam very fond of reading, madam, an- 
ſwered I, it has always been my higheſt 
.amuſement, Don't you love it? You 
have 
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have read ſome of the periodical papers 
to be ſure; which do you like beſt ? 

Why child, fays ſhe, I like all in turn, 
as thus: I like to be a Spefater at church, 
a Tatler at the tea-table, an Adventurer at 
cards, a Conniiſeur at the milliner's, a 
Rambler at Vauxhall and Ranelagh, an Idler 
on Sundays, and a Guardian to my lap-dog. 
—Gay, agreeable, yet too inconſiderate 
trifler! 

Mr. Mildnall, a beau of fifty, is another 
of our original characters. He is a male co- 
quet, the firſt of that turn | ever ſaw, and [ 
hoped, till I knew him, .there was no ſuch 
real exiſtence, 

Captain Welmore and captain Caſtle- 
main, are frequent viſitors, The former a 
handſome, gentee], agreeable man, the 


latter a mere braggadocio, I will give you 


a dialogue that paſs'd yeſterday ; the per- 
ſons aſſembled, were Sir Richard Mayn- 
| waring, 
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waring, the two officers, Mr, Mildnall, 
Mrs. Dawſon, Miſs Bridgewater, beſides 
the family and myſelf, | 

Ar. Mildnall, Pray, Miſs V.Illars, was 
you at the play laft night ? | 

Flavia. No, ſir, I have not been at any 
public diverſion yet. 

Mr.Mildnall. Then you have not heard 
that divine creature Miſs Brent, Good God! 
her voice is celeſtial harmony, But (taking 
my hand) my charming Miſs Villars will be 
ſo much the object of admiration, that her 
attention will be diverted from others. 

Flavia. No, fir, if I deſerved your compli- 
ment, I hope I ſhould never loſe the power 
of admiring, what is truly amiable, for the 
gratification of my vanity, 

Ar. Mildnall, My ſweet creature! what an 
adorable humility ! but you muſt be the de- 


light of all who ſee you, while beauty and 


modeſty are eſtimable. 
Mij 
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| Miſs Bridgewater. Captain Welmore, 

Captain Caſtlemain, can't you relieve that 
gentleman a little? The L—d bleſs us ! 
Who would not think, 1 Mildnall, that at 
your age the vein of flattery muſt be ex- 
hauſted ? 

Mr. Mildnall, angrily. My age, madam ? 

Captain Melmore. Come, Sir, ben't offend- 
ed. The lady is perhaps miſtaken, but beau- 
ties have a right to ſay what they pleaſe, I 
agree with you, Mr, Mildnall, that ſuch a 
form as Miſs Villars's joined with ſuch 
ſweetneſs, is irreſiſtably enchanting, 

Miſs Bridgewater, Ay, captain, a com- 
plimental flouriſh from a young officer, is 
as much an eſſential, as the ſound of the 
trumpet before battle? Pray, captain Caſ- 
tlemain, when did you return from abroad ? 
Were you expoſed to any danger! 

Captain Caſilemain. Yes, yes, madam, 
to famine, ſword, and peſtilence ! To ſpeak 

without 
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without vanity, I have been ſucceſsful in 
ſeveral ſkirmiſhes, and if only courage and 
conduct had been required, I had done 
wonders indeed ; but malicious fortune de- 
feated my hopes. 

Miſs Bridgewater . They who deſerve ms/l, 
ha! captain ? I underſtand you. But let's 
«call another ſubject. What ſhall it be, lady 
Egerton ? Do you propole it, 

Lady Egerton. Why then, I will aſk you 
ladies, if you have ever read Lady Julia 
Mandeville? 

Mrs. Dawſon. I can't ſay I have never 
read it, my lady, I did juſt look it over, 
*Iis wrote by a woman, I am told; that 
made me ſick of it : ſurely the women of 
theſe days are ſtrange conceited creatures : 
I have no notion of women's writing: I 
don't wonder the men are afraid of taking 
them for wives. Such learned ladies are 


like to make miſtreſſes of families! I never 
wrote 
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wrote half a dozen letters in my life. Wo- 
men may find enough to do without inter- 
fering with the proper employment of men. 

Lady Egerton. But dear Mrs. Dawſon, 
why is writing a more improper female em- 
ployment than cards, a conſtant round 
of company, or public diverſions ? I don't 
mean that cards are not ſometimes neceſ- 
ſary, 1 know that polite viſits muſt be paid, 
and that public amuſements are ſometimes 
not only innocent, but laudable indulgen- 
cies; yet when it is made the buſineſs of 
life to dreſs, viſit, frequent the diverſions, 
or be ſtationed at a card table, I appeal 
to the company, if writing be not a more 
rational employ, The men, madam, will 
ſcarcely be afraid of women, becauſe they 
are capable of being agreeable companions, 
and uſeful friends. | 


Mrs, Dawſon. I think the ladies may as 
well turn grooms, and viſit their horſes, 


Lady 


' 
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Lady Egerton. Why ſo, madam ? Cuſ- 
tom has I know debarred our ſex in general, 
from the advantages the men enjoy ; but 
the latter begin to indulge a more liberal 
way of thinking. A woman of refined 
underſtanding and virtue, ſuch a one as 
the authoreſs of Lady Julia Mandeville, as 
ſhe cannot be ſuppoſed ignorant of the 
duties of life, ſo ſhe will not negle& to 
practiſe them. Shall we blame her if ſhe 
has no reliſh for the gaieties of life? If 
ſhe can improve her own mind, and con- 
vey inſtruction, or if the only endeavour to 
infpire virtue, ſhall we be d ſpleaſed with 
the preference ſhe gives this employment, 
to a round of formal viſits, or a card en- 
gagement? 

Cuſtom is no ſufficient argument, un- 
leſs it be ſupported by reaſon : here, reaſon 
pleads, and has triumphed over cuſtom. 
The otheremploy you mentioned is deſtined 

for 
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for a maſculine exerciſe, both by reaſcn and 
cuſtom, of 

Mrs. Dawſon made no anſwer, but I 
ſaw ſhe had not a ſenſe of conviction, and 
that her ſpleen and ill nature were not van- 
quiſhed, Lady Egerton delighted me; if 
ſte had not aſſerted the female right to the 
uſe of the pen, I certainly ſhould have at- 
tempted to defend it, after having received 
ſo much pleaſure and inſtruction from my 
mother's writings; but my intereſt in the ſub- 
ject would have perhaps prevented my ſpeech, 
if Icould have collected proper arguments.— 
I could not help ſaying, that I was charmed 
with lady Julia, that I thought the ſtile eaſy 
and elegant, the ſtory natural and pathetic, 
the ſentiments juſt, and very inſtructive, 

Lady Egerton. I am pleaſed with every 
part but the cataſtrophe : That ſhocks me, 
I ſee no reaſon why the lovers ſhould not 
be happy, 
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Miſi Bridrewoter, I adore le Anne the 


reſt is very well, excep! i O οιαν 
is horrid, I ſhould like fer ful h afweet 
fellow as Harry Mandev:!ie, bui my fate wil! 
be determined before there is ſuch a forma- 
tion. Don't look grave, Sir Richard, I am 
very well fatished, This is all rant, 

Sir Richard.] know my dear Miſs Bridge- 


water can't mean to make any perſon miſer- 


able, and I have her promile that the will 


make me happy. 

Miſs Bridgewater, Far from it, Mayn- 
waring. I promiſed only to be your wife. 
No aflurance that you will be happy. 

Sir Richard. It is impoſſible to be unhap- 
py with you. (M/, Bridgewater, ) ** O man 
for flattery and deceit renowned,” Well, 
well, enjoy your flattering dream, 

Whilſt we were converſing, the two 


officers and Mrs, Dawſon were talking in a 


whiſper, upon which Miſs Bridgewater 
cried 
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eried out, I'll have no whiſpering—Come- 
Dawſon, tell us what you was ſaying, 

Captain MWelmore. The lady, madam, was 
enquiting about Mrs, Vincent and Miſs Bat- 
terſea. The firſt ſhe ſays is in love with our 
colonel, and the other is married to a com- 
mon ſoldier. I own, I never heard any thing 
to Mrs. Vincent's diſadvantage ; and as to 
Miſs Batterſea, ſhe is young and unthinking, 
has been very ill treated by her father, and is 
greatly to be pitied. 

Mifs Bridgewater. Thou art a good na- 
tured fellow, Welmore; but prithee, dear 
Dawſon, don't verify the remark, that wo- 
men love ſcandal, For my part, I rattle 
away, talk nonſenſe perpetually, but I am 
never diſpoſed to find fault, except with 
dreſs or ſuch trifles, ha! Villars? Reputa- 
tion, good lady, is not to be ſported with; 
a ſtain in it is of a blackamoor dye, 

Mrs. Dawſon: pouted, bluſhed, and ſoon 
took leave to my great ſatisfaction, for I 

diſlike 
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diſlike ſcandal and the lovers of it, and was 
pleaſed with Miſs Bridgewater's obſervation, 
The reſt of the company ſtaid the evening; 
but as the card tables were ſet out, there 
paſſed no more converſation worth relating. 

I like London very well, but a continual 
round of company would ſoon fatigue me, 
I am impatient to be at an Oratorio, and a 
Play, Lady Egerton promiſes to go with me 
to both, next week, and Miſs Bridgewater is 
to be of our party, 

Oh ! my dear mother, tho' I wiſh to par- 
take the diverſions of which I have formed 
a delightful idea, yet with much more eager- 
neſs do I defire a letter from you. I know 


you will not diſappoint me; never was [I 
diſappointed when I relied on my mother's 
goodneſs, 

Tour praiſe is a theme we can never ex- 
hauſt, and a conſtant one when we are free 
from company, 


I am 
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Jam unwilling to conclude, but the ſupper 
dell ſummons me, and permits me only to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Deareſt, ever honoured madam, ' 
Your dutiful and aff-Ctionate daughter, 
FLAVIA VILLARS 


LITT 
Mrs. VILLARS to Miſs VILLARS. 


My DEAR GIRL. 
OUR letter has reſtored to me ſome 


degree of that ſatisfaction which your 


preſence never failed to impart, I will not 
ſcruple to confeſs that my ſpirits have been 

greatly depreſſed ſince your departure, but L 

am ſo far from deſiring to recall you, that L 
with you ſhould ſee more of that tumultuous 
world into which you are now initiated, May 
your obſervations on life enable you to diſtin- 


guiſh between cuſtoms which are the adon- 
tions of caprice and folly, and thoſe duties 
Vol, * F which 
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which are the genuine offspring of reaſon and 
religion ! I hope the goodneſs of my dear 
child's heart will preſerve her from the con» 
tagion of bad example : Yet alas ! my Fla- 


via, even that ſoftneſs of diſpoſition, which 


has conſtituted: the refined happineſs of your 
paſt days, may occaſion a more exquiſite de- 
gree of future diſquietude, if you do not 
exert the fortitude of a Chriſtian; 

Be careful, my dear child, whilſt you 
exclaim againſt cenſure, that you do not 
become guilty of the error you condemn, 
You are diſguſted with the manners of the 
officer, you diſlike Mrs. Dawſon, and you 
are pleaſed with Miſs Bridgewater. Dif- 
ference of education, and many caſual cir- 
cumſtances occaſion a diverſity of ſenti- 
ment and opinion, We muſt. not always 
eſtimate the pleaſures of others by what 
contributes to our own. If you are really 


ſuperior to another, let not that ſuperiority 
excite 
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excite in you either vanity or contempt z 
ſuch exaltation leſſens even that merit for 
which you applaud yourſelf, Let us com- 
pare the faults of others with our own; 
remember the latter to preſerve our charity 
and humility, and forſake them to obtain 
perfection. I would have you deteſt guilt, yet 
pity and pray for the guilty ; be tender and 
compaſſionate to the ſufferings incurred by 
vice, yet zealous to promote the cauſe. of 
virtue, 1 wiſh you to be prudently chearfu], 
left your gravity ſhould diſguit your own 
ſex ; and to avoid levity, leſt you encourage 
improper addreſſes from the other. Never 
ſuppoſe there is a neceſlity for conforming 
to the manners which your reaſon diſap- 
proves, though the cuſtom of the world may 
ſeem to authorize your practice. 

To plead cuſtom in defence of a fault, is 
to intimate that offences become more ex- 
cuſeable by being multiplied ; an inference 
as weak as it is dangerous. — 
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I acknowledge, my dear child, that Mrs. 
Dawſon's mind claims no alliance with 
your's ; but remember that a vicious or un- 
friendly diſpoſition is a greater torment to 
its poſſeſſor, than it can be to others, and 
is the proper object not of reſentment, but 
of compaſſion. Always turn your chief at- 
tention on the bright ſide of another's cha- 
racter, but penetrate into and ſtudy to diſ- 
pel the ſhades of your own. 

Miſs Bridgewater has much ſpirit and ge - 
nuine humour; but whilſt I admire her 
lively turn, I condemn her for uſing expreſ- 
fions, which, though they are to her mere 
expletives, ſhew a want of proper refleCtion, 
and ſeem to authorize that profaneneſs, by 
which many diſgrace the privilege of ſpeech, 
In a word, though Miſs Bridgewater diverts 
you, and pleaſes me by her wit, yet ſhe is not 
a perſon in whom you can repoſe the confi- 


dence of friendſhip ; ſhe is too thoughtlels 
to 
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to cultivate its requiſites, and a heart tender 
and affectionate as yours, would ſuffer from 
a livelineſs, which would rally your ſenſibi- 
lity, Never be ſo complaiſant as to admire 
her faults, but if ſhe will permit you, endea- 
vour to ſubdue them. Perhaps you may ren- 
der her worthy of your friendſhip, but till 
you are aſſured that ſhe is ſo, do not admit her 
into your confidence, Sir Richard Maynwa- 
ring with no very extenſive underſtanding nor 
refined ſuſceptibilities, will be happier with 
this gay lady than a man of more exalted a- 
bilities or delicacy of ſentiment, 

As to Mr. Mildnall's character, it will 
expoſe him to that deriſion from the world 
which would be inconſiſtent with your ſweet- 
neſs, His compliments and thoſe of Captain 
Welmore muſt be conſidered as mere exple- 
tives of each character and profeſſion. Not 
that I would have my Flavia think that her 
perſon and accompliſhments are incapable 


1 | of 
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attracting admiration, Nature has endowed 
her with every charm that can captivate the 
heart of man, but it is not external beauty 
which preſerves affection. Virtue, my child, 
virtue in its moſt comprehenſive ſenſe can 
alone beſtow the unfading charm, and even 
compenſate for the infliction of deformity—l 
would have you expect compliments without 
attempting to inſpire admiration; and, O 
my ſweet girl, I would guard your ſuſcepti- 
ble heart againſt an imprudent attachment, 
Let not appearances deceive your judgement 
and miſlead your choice. The only permanent 
happineſs is the reſult of reaſon and virtue. 

I have read Lady Julia Mandeville with 
much pleaſure. I approve of the cataſ- 
trophe, not only as it is written in a very 
animated pathetic manner, but as it incul- 
cates a different moral from- the generality 
of novels. It ſhews that the Deity makes 


uſe of the ungovernable paſſions of man- 
kind 


\ -» 
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kind to prove the inſtability of human ex- 
pectations, and it animates our endeavours 
for the attainment of everlaſting felicity, — 
The moral ſentiments are excellent and ex- 
preſſed with elegance, and the political opi- 
nions particularly judicious. The goodneſs 
of the author's heart and her abilities are I 
think equally conſpicuous, There will al- 
ways be ſome to condemn whatever has the | 
appearance of ſuperiority, eſpecially if a per- 
ſon deviate from the common employments 
of her ſex. Even novelty is unpleaſing to 
many when its principal deſign is to inculcate 
virtue, and entertainment is only a ſecon- 
dary motive, Whoever neglects the imme- 
diate duties of life, though to promote the 
cauſe of religion and virtue, has no reaſon to 
be offended if ſhe incurs the contempt of 
thoſe who expect that religion and virtue 
ſhould actuate the conduct as well as the 
pen of the writer, When every duty iS 
F 4. ful- 
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fulfilled, and even the pleaſures of life are 
made conducive to virtue, neither contempt 
ſhould diſcourage from the improvement of 
time, nor falſe ſhame deter from an endea- 
vour to cultivate in others the ſeeds of piety 
and morality, 

Do not ſuppoſe, my dear child, that I 
have any apprehenſions injurious to you, 
nor that I requeſt your confidence to exert 
my authority. To offer advice is the duty 
of a parent, and to intereſt myſelf in your 
bappineſs is a proof of the ſincere affection 
of a guardian and a friend. Always act in 
conſequence of this ſelf- evident truth, that 
virtue is the only ſource of permanent fe- 
licity, and that however you may be ſur- 
rounded by the natural evils of mortality, 
you can never be overwhelmed by them, 
whilſt you place your dependence on the 
Almighty, and can with humble confidence 


indulge the hopes of a bleſſed futurity. 
| I had 
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I had a letter laſt week from your brother, 
who mentions you with the affection you 
deſerve, Your grandmother is not yet ar- 
rived here, perhaps ſhe may call upon you 


; / in London, I have already told you, ſhe 
has not that tenderneſs of diſpoſition which 


my Flavia poſſeſſes, and that her foreign 
connections have rather weakened the tyes 
of domeſtic attachments, 

4 My love and eſteem for lady Egerton and 
her family are heightened by their kindneſs 
to you. My beſt reſpects attend them. 

Believe me to be, my dear child, 
Your moſt affectionate mother, 


SOPHIA VILLARS. 
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LETTER XII. 


Miſs VitLars to Mrs, VILLARS. 


THOUSAND thanks are due to my 
deareſt mother for her kind letter, If 
I ever deviate from the path of duty, I ſhould 
be inexcuſable, I write without reſerve, and 
indeed I never harboured a thought I wiſh 


to conceal from you: no, my dear parent, 
you ſhall ever be the repoſitory of my 
thoughts, and the guide of my actions. 
I was ſo delighted on the receipt of your 
letter, that J retired to my chamber to give 
it an attentive peruſal. The gay Miſs 
Bridgewater hearing where I was, burſt in- 
to the room. Hey-day ! ſhe cry'd ; what! 
but ten days in town, and have already re- 
ceived a Jove-epiſtle as long as a law-in- 
denture? Well who is it ? 
« Oh! anſwer me, 


8 „Let me not burſt in ignorance.“ 
| Indeed, 
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Indeed, ſaid I, my dear Miſs Bridgewater, 
you are miſtaken: this letter is from my mo- 
ther. To convince her I read ſome parts of 
it, and will ſend you a few of her comments. 
The firſt general one was, Your mother, 
child, is certainly the offspring of Jupiter's 
brain: when I came to that part which 
cenſures her abuſe of words—Pho! cry'd 
ſhe, that's nonſenſical; My God, Lord, and 
ſome other of my common expreſlions are 
my notes of admi ration. 

Jam delighted with your gaiety, madam, 
replied I, whilſt you confine it within pro- 
per bounds; but do you not ſeem to juſtify 
the practice of the common {wearer ! If you 
trifle with the name of God, he will be en- 
couraged to blaſpheme it. 

[ believe you are in the right, ſaid ſhe, 
but for Ch—'s ſake, who can always think 
before they ſpeak? — What again! Miſs 
Bridgewater, and when you allow I am in 
the 
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the right? Who can always think before 
ce they ſpeak?” Every perſon ought, or 
they will have great reaſon for ſeif-condem» * 
nation.—Well, proceed with your letter, 
reſumed ſhe ; I like your mother's advice bet- 
ter than your corredtions, perhaps, becauſe the 
chief of it is not addreſſed to me. 
When I had finiſhed, ſhe yawned and 
cried, I wiſh, my dear, you would lend Mr, 
Cliffon that letter into the pulpit next Sun- 
day. I'll ſwear he never preach'd ſo excel- 
lent a ſermon; L—d ! how my head would 
have ached after writing ſo much, My dear 
mother, ſaid I, is fond of, writing and read- 
ing, and we have by a country life a great 
deal of time jor theſe amuſements. And for 


my own part I muſt confeſs, though I like 
town for a few weeks, yet the country is my 
choice for conſtant reũdence. What charm- 
ing walks] how pleaſant to hear the whiſt- 
ling of birds, the bleating of ſheep, and to 
ſee the people employed in country buſineſs. 
No 
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No more, no more, exclaimed Miſs 
Bridgewater: O! defend me from being 
buried in the country; 

« Sans balls, ſans plays, ſans taſte, ſans 

every thing.” 
Take my word for it, as honeſt Ranger ſays, 
thou arta mighty filly girl. You find I 45 
read 


| have read plays, child, innumer- 
able, Romances are too long and tire- 
ſome, Novels that are full of the marvellous 
and ſurprizing, I can attend to. Mrs, Stam- 
ford now defired Miſs Bridgewater's com- 
pany in the dining room, I was glad to 
have an opportunity of giving your letter 
another peruſal, Oh! my dear mother, 
\ while admire your ſentiments I lament the 
loſs of 'your perſonal converſation. How 
many inſtances of your goodneſs ſhall I be 
ignorant of] But you are pleaſed with my 
viſit, and on leaving you, I know no perſon ſo 
agreeable to me as lady Egerton, 

That 
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That kind friend propoſed to accompany 


me to the play, the evening after I ſent 


away my letter to you, but an indiſpoſition 
prevented her. She would have perſuaded: 
Mrs. Stamford to go with Miſs Bridgewater 
and me, but I obferved her unwillingneſs to 
leave her mother, I was charmed with it, 
and refuſed to go till lady Egerton was well 
enough to be of the party. Miſs Bridgewa- 
ter prefſed me to take the preſent opportuni- 
ty with her, but it was no ſelf- denial for me 
to decline it; I was determined not to be 
ſeen in any public place without lady Eger- 
ton or Mrs, Stamford, I believe Miſs 
Bridgewater was rather diſpleaſed, but as I 
thought my refuſal juſtifiable, I perſevered 
in it, | 

Two days after, lady Egerton being reco- 


vered, we went to the play of the Suſpicious 
Huſband, I was ſo fortunate as to ſee the 


juſtly-admired Garrick, Tho' Ranger's cha- 
[ rafter: 
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racer is that of an abandoned libertine, our 
horror of vice is leſſened, becauſe the rake 
appears too agreeable to be contemp ible. 
Surely this was ill judged in the author. Was 
it not, my dear mother? It hurts one to have 
felt pleaſure, which will not bear reflection. 
Laſt night we went again to Drury-lane. 
The play was the Conſcious Lovers. I think. 
this is one of your favourite comedies, Mrs, 
Cibber was inimitable. She was Indiana 
herſelf, Miſs Bridgewater was with us both. 
nights, and to own the truth, I wiſhed for 
her abſence. She was ſo full of prattle, I 
loſt ſeveral ſpeeches of Garrick's, who utters 
every word with propriety. Every gentleman 
who came into the box, was, an ugly devil, 
or a handſome toad ; but with fir Richard, the 
aſſiduous fir Richard, ſhe was. inceſiantly,; 
chatting; ſometimes laughing. at him, at. 
others, enquiring after every unknown face, 


Then ridiculing any diſagreeable or unfa- 
| ſhionable 
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ſhionable appearance with ſo much humour, 
that though I was vexed at the interruption, 
and could not approve her ſatirical talent, 
it was impoſſible to forbear laughing, 

I called on her the next morning, and 
found her playing with her monkey and 
lap-dog. I aſked her how ſhe could chuſe 
to loſe time ſo? Child, ſays ſhe, with an 
affected gravity, do you underſtand the na- 
ture of time? Time, as the ingenious Dr, 
Berkeley ſays, is a ſucceſſion of ideas. Now, 
my dear, it is evident no perſon can have a 
quicker ſucceſſion of ideas than I; conſequently 
I can't loſe time ſince I enjoy its very eſſence, 
what conflitutes its exiſtence, Did you ima- 
gine me to be a dealer in metaphyſicks ? 
A dabler only, child, but I love to anſwer 
grave people in their own manner, Like 


a young lady, who when a grave matron 


was haranguing on the laws of matter and 
| mation 
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motion in aſtronomy, told her ſhe was going 
to a ball, where there would be matter and 
motion enough, and ſhe might ſee a whole 
room full of gentlemen and ladies turning 
round upon their axis. But the lively Miſs 
adds, that the matron talk'd ſo much of fix'd 
ſtars, ſhe re. not ſtir out of 
her place for the univerſe, Now, I wiſh to 
blaze in every ſphere, continuedMiſs Bridge- 
water, 


You would not be quite a comet ſurely, 
ſaid I, you would not inſpire terror? Ad- 
miration and enyy, my dear raw girl, are 
, the paſſions I defire to excite ; but as to 
the men, poor devils, I have almoſt done 
tormenting them I am almoſt married. 
Heigh ho! Why ſurely, ſaid I, you are ſa- 
tisfed with your choice? Satisfied ? you 
little foolatum, interrupted ſhe, why, to be 
ſure, I ſhould not have given the man ſuch 


hopes of happineſs (courtſhip dailect, Vil- 
V ot. I. 8 


lars,) 


82 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 


lars,) if I had preferred any other ; but I had, 
notwithſtanding, rather live ſingle, Though, 
on ſecond thoughts, I don't know what to 
ſay—he is a good natured, gentee] creature 
enough; a ſimpleton, I belizve ;—you are 
perhaps convinced of it; but no matter; 
many a huſband is made a fool of; now 
mine is naturally ſo; more reputable for 
* let me tell you. 

How you rattle away, ſaid I : he muſt ne- 
ver pretend to contradict you : for you have 
ſo much to ſay, and your imagination=—Ay, 
Villars, ſhe again interrupted me, I have a 
fine imagination, as my brother ſays, if I 
would but apply. I have often wiſhed to 
apply my needle and thread to his lips, that I 
might ſilence an eternal monitor, He would 
have me acquire the art of ratiocination (to 
uſe one of his words) but the ſpirit of*riſibi- 
lity moſt certainly deſtroys in me the opera- 
rations of wiſdom, He ſometimes wants me 
to 
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to ſtudy aſtronomy, but I thank him, P11 
have nothing to do with the ſtars. I conſult 
only my glaſs, which has foreteld many cer- 
tain conqueſts, I wiſh to ſhine with undimi- 
niſpable luſtre. In the eyes of your huſband, 
reſumed I. 

Our converſation was here interrupted by 
the monkey, who having obſerved her play- 
ing with a beautiful point fly and lappets, 
ſnatched them out of her hands, and pulling 
them with'his teeth and claws, ſoon render- 
ed them unfit for a part of dreſs. O] you 
little miſchievous devil, (ſhe cry'd) what 
are you about! See! Miſs Villars. Nay, 
don't interrupt him. How prettily the toad 
holds the lace, My ſweet pug, if it had been 
worth a thouſand pounds, I muſt have laugh- 
ed as I do now, at thy roguery. : 

She then catched him up, and kiſſed him 
ſeveral times. The little animal ſeemed to 
enjoy the frolic, and looked as if he wiſhed 

G 2 for 
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for another prey. I was fearful my apron pr 
ruffles might be his next attempt, and [ 
found _ Bridgewater did not chuſe to dif- 
ſhould have done, if ſhe had been quize alone, 
or had had better company. 

J ſhall expect another letter from my dear 
mother, with as much impatience as the 
firſt; and while I wiſh to merit her appro- 
bation, I entreat her never to ſpare any de- 
ſerved reproof, It can be only by purſuing 
the advice of the beſt of parents, and at- 
tempting to copy the model of her example, 
I can become worthy of her eſteem; which, 
with a continuance of her affection, is eſſen · 
tially neceſſary to compleat the happineſs of, 

Her ever dutiful daughter, 
F LAVIA VIA. 
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LETTER XIII. 
Mrs. VitLars to Miſs VI IAS. 


TO praiſe my dear child very highly for 
her punctuality in writing, would 
ſhew I had indulged ſuſpicions of her remiſſ- 
neſs. From her dutiful affection, I expected 
that conſtant compliance with my wilhes, 

| which I have always experienced. 

You acted very prudently in reſuſing to go 
with Miſs Bridgewater only, to the play. A 
young perſon cannot be too cautious in her 
choice of proper company to uſher her into 
life; People will be apt to imagine that 
there is a conformity of diſpoſitions between 
young perſons who partake together the ſame 
diverſions, and you might have been regard= 
ed as the counterpart of the giddy Miſs 
Bridgewater. A good play is a rational amuſe. 
ment at every age; and it ſhould be the de- 
ign of the drama, | 
G 3 To 
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« To raiſe the genius and to mend the 
e heart,” 


I have known fome young perſons on 


their entrance into life, who were never hap- 
py but in publick places; and thus by be- 
ing often ſeen, they were ſoon diſregarded ; 


for, my dear girl, it is a juſt though trite ob- 
ſervation, that a new face will be more ad- 
mired than a fine one, which has been fre- 
quently expoſed. The bloom of modeſty is 
| preſerved by voluntary retirements, but fades 
in the purſuit of unremitted pleaſures. No 


man of real underſtanding, ſolid virtue, and 
true goodneſs of heart (ſuch as I wiſh for 
the huſband of my Flavia) will think it pro- 
bable, that a woman only verſed in the forms 
of civility, and always dehghting in ſcenes 
of diſfipation, is likely to perform the eſſen- 


tial duties of a connubial life. 


I was diverted with your account of Miſs 
Bridgewater and her monkey, and I am 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed that you have reſolution enough to 
expreſs your diſapprobation of ſome part of 
her behaviour. Always remember, my dear, 
that a falſe ſhame, and the fear of giving of- 
fence by compliance with duty, are deſtruc- 
tive of every virtuous propenſity, Miſs 
Bridgewater is an agreeable companion, but 
ſhe is not a valuable friend: ſhe even expoſes 
her reputation, by an indifference which is 
always blameable. She does not want virtue, 
but diſcretion, A certain noble lord tells his 
ſon ; ©* Defamation and calumny never at- 
« tack but where there are weak places. 
„They magnify but do not create; he 
« mult be reſpectable in order to be reſpedted.” 
Without venturing to aſſert that the innocent 
are never Calumniated, I may affirm that they 
ſeldom are ſo; or if they be, the ſhafts of ca- 
lumny are repelled by the breaſt-plate of in- 
nocence. 


G 4 The 


88 TAE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 


The Conſcious Lovers is really one of my 
fayourite plays, but I don't think it entirely 
free from faults. The ſcene between Bevil 
and Myrtle, in the fourth act, is exquiſitely 
fine; but the character of the lover, though 
truly amiable, is ſupported by the ſacrifice of 
the ſon's duty. Are you not ſurprized and 
concerned at this attack upon an admired 
hero ? I have always accuſtomed myſelf to 
weigh every character in the exact ſcale of 
duty, by which means I have diſcovered un- 
expected deficiencies, Bevil is repreſented 
as a model of filial perfection; let us exa- 
mine his right to this character. He is in 
love with a woman, worthy of the attach- 
ment of a man of true honour, and whoſe 
want of fortune could alone occaſion any 
objection from his father. He found her in 


a ſituation moſt capable of inſpiring him 
with tenderneſs. He relieves her diſtreſs, 
ſupports her in affluence, becomes the guar- 

dian 
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dian of her perſon and her honour, and the 
lover of her virtue. His father propoſes to 
him another lady, the object of his friend's 
affection, and in love with that friend. Be- 
vil never deſigns to marry her. Love, ho- 
nour, and friendſhip forbid it; but he de- 


ceives his father into a belief that he will do 


ſo, and raiſes hopes which he knows muſt 
end in diſappointment. Is this performing 
the part of a dutiful ſon? And to a father, 


after his own manner; for what could be 
concluded from a behaviour under reſtraint 
and fear?“ Would it not then have been 
conſiſtent with Bevil's character, to have 
placed an unreſerved confidence in ſo kind a 
father ? He then would either have been at 
liberty to indulge his love, or he might have 
exerted a generoſity more meritorious than 
that by which he was firſt actuated, if he 
bad tefigned the character of the lover, and 

preſerved 


who ſays, „ he indulged him in living 
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preſerved only that of the friend. Indiana's 
eſteem muſt have been heightened by this 
conduct, and her wiſhes being deſtroyed in 
the bud, would never have bloſſomed into 
expectation, That one object of his deſign 
was to preſerve Lucinda for his friend, is no 
defence of his conduct. True friendſhip ne- 
ver requiring the facrifice of filial duty and 
gratitude ; nor indeed, could he reaſonably 
indulge ſuch an hope; for when Lucinda's 
father found Bevil had no intention of mar- 
rying his daughter, as he diſliked Myrtle's 
attachment, it was moſt likely he would pro- 
poſe ſome other perſon, Myrtle has nothing 
to fear from Bevil, nor has he any thing to 
expect, The determination of the latter, ne- 
ver to engage himſelf without his father's 
conſent, is very laudable, but ſets the arti- 
fice he practiſes in a more conſpicuous light, 
— There are many very great beauties in 
this play. Our hearts flutter like Indiana's, 

with 
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with the pangs of uncertainty, and partici- 
pate in the tranſports of the diſcovery, In her 
ſituation ſhe was incited by virtuous appre- 
henſions and growing love, to promote the 
eclaireiſſement of his real deſigns. 

The character of the pedant, is well deli- 
neated, but ſome traits in the picture diſguſt 
the delicacy of the obſerver, 

There is much humour diſplayed in the 
parts of Tom and Phillis ; but their fami- 
liarity with their ſuperiors is an improper 
exhibition before the meaner rank of people, 
who compoſe the greater part of the audi- 
ence, This play contains many uſeful ſen- 
timents, and much elegant converſation, I 
wiſh it were intirely adapted to improve the 
mind, and to extirminate the ſeeds of folly, 

Let me adviſe you, my dear girl, never 
to be implicitly guided by the opinions of 
others; you have an underſtanding capable 
of every judicious obſervation, and a heart 
ſuſceptive 
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ſuſceptive of every good impreſſion. Exa- 
mine perſons and books by the rules of vir- 
tue, Where you perceive any deficiency, en- 
deavour to avoid, what you have been en- 
abled to diſtinguiſh, You have a right to 
give your opinion of books, when you do it 
with modeſty, and a deference to the ſenti- 
ments of others. As much as poſſible, pre- 
vent . infection of bad example, and the 
effect of injudicious opinions; but attempt 
it by gentle inſinuation rather than making 
a direct attack upon any prevailing folly.” 
The Suſpicious Huſband may be called a 
pleaſing comedy ; but your remark, my 
Flavia, is very juſt, that we feel a plea- 
ſure on which we are aſhamed to reflect. 
| There is not one character that exhibits a 
perfect pattern for our "imitation, The 
perſon from whom the title of the play is 
taken, gives us a lively repreſentation of 
the tormenting paſſion of jealouſy, its un- 


neceſſary 
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neceſſary fears, its meanneſſes, and the 
miſeries of which it is the occaſion, The 
wife ſupperts undeſerved indignities, with 
the reſignation peculiar to vittue. That 
ſhe does not mention Ranger's temerity, 
immediately on Mr, Strictland's diſcovery 
of the hat, may be imputed to the appre- 
henfions of her huſband's viojence, and 
fears for his ſafety ; but her concealment of 
it afterwards, when he reſolves in con- 
ſequence of this affair to part from her, 
is ſcarcely defenſible, Tired with his un- 
kindneſs, the ſeparation appeared deſirable, 
and even the juſtification of her innocence 
leſs eſſential: to. her happineſs than A re- 
leaſe from her paiaful ſituation would be. 
But it is certain, and ſhe acknowledges af- 
terwards, that. it was her duty, to diſpel 
every unfavourable appearance, and to 
render her ſufferings free from any ſtings 
of ſelf-accuſation, Jacintha's exploit was 
dange- 
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dangerous and indelicate, and its ſucceſs does 
not juſtify her conduct; her reliance on her 
lover's honour was ſupported by his refined 


' paſſion, but it was a raſh adventure. A fine 


face, and lively wit, kindle a flame in Frank- 
ly's ' breaſt, more violent than rational, 
There is a generous frankneſs in Clarinda's 
acknowledgement, that ſhews the ſenſibility 
of her heart triumphed over the ſpirit of co- 
quetry. Bellamy is the true ſentimental lo- 
ver; he feels the paſſion of love, with all 
the delicate refinement that female virtue 
can wiſh to inſpite; but there is an impe- 
tuoſity in his behaviour to his friend, which 
will not permit him to attend to his juſtifi- 
cation, His Jacintha, indeed, appeared 
to be in danger, and Frankly's conduct 
ſuſpicious ; but the aſſeverations of an 
experienced friend, who had profeſſed his 
violent attachment to another woman, 


ſhould have been allowed their due weight. 


Ranger's 
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Ranger's vices are ſo blended with good qua- 
lities, that our deteſtation of the former are 
leſſened by our approbation of the latter, 
But we ought never to ſuffer ourſelves to be 
biaſſed by particular actions to judge of a per- 


ſon's general character. Ranger, by his own 


confeſſion, is debauched and profligate, 


That he is inſenſible of the effect of his 
vices, is ſo far from being an excuſe, that it 


is an aggravation, as it ſhews he is a veteran 
in villiany. I have heard ſome young ladies 


exclaim, Oh!] he is a charming fellow ! ſuch 


ſpirits ! ſuch good humour and generoſity ! 
Thus they are delighted with a few ſallies of 


benevolence, and do not conſider, that the 
general tenor of his actions is deſtructive of 


the happineſs of human kind. The genero- 


ſity of his behaviour in reſigning Jacintha to 


Bellamy, whilſt it demands our praiſe, 


heightens his condemnation with regard to 


others of the ſex, He exerted the power 
| with 
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with which every one is endued, of reſtrain. 
ing a vicious inclination, for the ſake cf his 
friend's temporal happineſs ; but he was in- 
different in the important care of his own, 
and other's eternal felicity, 

There is much comic ſpirit in this play, 
but many indecencies, It is greatly to be 
wiſhed, that our theatrical entertainments 
were always calculatcd to be the ſchools of 
virtue, 

Your grandmother is with me, and very 
well,—I ſuppoſe you have written to your 
brother, If he is not punctual in his an- 
ſwers, I hope you will not omit writing to 
him. You know he loves you, and is pleaſ- 
ed with your letters, 

Farewell! Always preſent my beſt reſſ pects 
to lady Egerton's family, and always be aſ- 
ſar'd that I am, my dear child, 

Your truly affectionate mother, 
SOPHIA VILLARS. 
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LET TER XIV. 
Mr. ViLLars to Miſs VILLARS. 


80 you are arrived in London, my dear 

ſiſter, you have even been there three 
weeks, and your ungracious brother has 
not yet congratulated you on your initiation 
into the world of gaiety. How many con- 
_ queſts have you made? What devaſtation 
have thoſe ſweet blue eyes occaſioned among 
our ſex ? Let me tell you, Flavia, you have 
charms ſufficient “ to ſet the world on fire.“ 
But what am I doing? Is there a girl in 


England, whoſe vanity is not a predomi- 
nant paſſion ? I ſwear, child, I. believe you 

are an exception to the general rule; and 
that with youth, beauty, and good ſenſe, 
you poſleſs not only modeſty, but diffidence;. 

are not only free from envy, but rejoĩced to 
ind objects deſerving of praiſe. R 


You have ſhewn yourſelf. at the play- 


* houſe, Did you obſerve that more eyes were 
Vol. I, H fixed 
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fixed on you, than on the inimitable Gar- 
rick? Pretty innocent! Do you imagine 
that beaus and belles go to the play to make 
obſervations on the actors, and the dramatic 
pieces? Nothing leſs, aſſure yourſelf ; they 
go“ Some to admire, but more to be ad- 
«© mired*” \ 

A fine face attracts one, dreſs captivates 
another; but the ultimate happineſs of your 
ſex is to exert the tyranny of conqueſt. 


What a rambling letter is this to ſend to 
a gir! who is a ſtranger to theſe arts, and 
whoſe joys are books and grave meditation, 


My dear girl, you ſhould not indulge ſerious 


thoughts at your time of life! Suppoſe 1 
were to ſhew your letters to ſome of our col - 
lege bucks, what do you think they would 
lay? A female philoſopher ! etend us 
from petticoat innovators ! Prithee, Vil- 
Jars ! adviſe her to the ſtudies of the toilette. 
What have girls to do with reading and te- 
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flection? If ſhe has beauty,“ Youth's the 
« ſeaſon made for joy.“ 

Well, Flavia, I am actually tired! *Tis 
not a very long letter neither, on turn- 
ing it back. No, I muſt proceed and fill the 
ſheet ; quantity you ſhall have, and for the 
quality, you know your man, and will not 
be diſappointed. You muſt not expect me 
to be a conſtant correſpondent. A buſy time 
is approaching, and I am a good boy. 1 | 
write once a fortnight to my mama. I am | 
laughed at by my fellow collegians for my | 
punctuality ; but to my honour, I can tell | 
jou, their raillery paſtes thro' my ears © like 


b water thro? a ſieve*” 

0 My mother is ſurely angelic. If the time 
10 of her birth is not well atteſted, I muſt be- 
6 lieve the deſcended from the celeſtial regions, 
: and for the good of erring mortals, choſe to · 
* wear the veſture of humanity. 


| | H 2 ]:locked” 
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I locked my door that | might not be dif. 
turbed, but ſome noiſy intruder is knock- 
ing. A rude fellow, I conjecture. 

Well, child, it was my tutor, who has given. 
me a jobation for lodging out of college one 
night laſt week. I liſtened with great deco- 
rum, looked filly, twirled my thumbs, and 
had not a word to ſay.— He is a good man. 
He is my mother's friend. — Twas a fooliſh 
frolic.— In company too with mad fellows 
whom I deſpiſe.— Vet one muſt live like the 
reſt of the world. If then there is a neceſſity 
for practiſing folly, what are the advantages 
of reaſon? This part of my letter will 
pleaſe you; but as the mercurial ſpirit be- 
gins to riſe again, I will conclude with a | 
ſerious truth, that I am, my dear girl, 

Your's moſt affectionatel y. 
FREDERICK VILLARS. 


5. 


THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 101 
LETTER RV. 


Miſs VitLars to Mr, VIILARS. 


WI you not accufe r 

lity, my dear brother, tell you 
that your filence did not occaſion me a mo · 
ment's uneaſineſs? I was convinced it did 
not proceed from want of aſtection. If I 
could have entertained a doubt of your 
friendſhip, I ſhould have been really un- 
happy, for it is impoſſible fora brother to be 
more beloved by a ſiſter, 

The rambling part of your letter, as you 
call it, made me ſmile, but there is a para- 
graph that gave me uneaſineſs, that in which 
you mentioned the diſpleaſure of Mr. Spen- 
cer, It is ſuperfluous to add, by an improper 
cenduft ; for he is my moiber's friend. Your 
own obſervation, my dear, convinces me 
that your's was an error of inadvertency on- 
ly; but remember, that beſides the preſer- 

. H 3 vation 
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vation of your own true honour, you are 
the guardian (if I may fo expreſs myſelf) of 
my mother's happineſs. As for my part, my 
beloved brother, I intereſt myſelf moſt ten- 
derly in your's. You rally my gravity. In- 
deed I cannot even aſſume the appearance of 
gayety without the aukwardneſs of affecta- 
tion. I believe the tenderneſs of my heart 
ſometimes expoſes me to an exquiſite ſenſi- 
bility of ſuffering, from which#lefs ſuſcep- 
tible mind is exempted ; yet I don't wiſh to 
poſſeſs that firmneſs which would alſo de- 
prive me of my higheſt pleaſures, 

I read the lively part of your letter to a 
gay young lady that viſits here frequently, 
Ay! cries ſhe, this is clever, This young 
fellow has proper nations,-Is this your 
brother, Villars? Upon my word, you are 
not his ter. I thank you, Miſs Bridge- 
water, ſaid I ; you mean to pay me a com- 


pliment I find, —Why I can't ſay I did, 
| but 
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but you're * angry. We had ſome other 
ladies in company; one a married woman, 
chear ful, talkative and inoffenſive. The other 
an elderly maiden lady who ſtil] retains the 
title of Miſi. When they were gone, the 
lively Miſs Bridgewater exclaimed: ifs 
Glanville ! ſhe is certainly miſcalled. What a 
contraſt are theie ladies the converſation of 


properties; as for the prattle of the other, 
| It rolls unheeded “ like a river, 
That murm'ring flows and flows forever.” 
A lady in company who approaches the 
ſeaſon of life to which Mifs Glanville is ar- 
rived, told Miſs Bridgewater, ſhe was ſur- 
prized to hear her talk in ſuch a manner; 
that ſhe was certain Mifs Glanville was 
carcely thirty; that ſome raw girls ridiculed 
their ſuperiors in wiſdom, becauſe the latter 
preferred the ſweets of independence ta the 
cares of domeſtic life. That men were odious 


H 4 creatures, 


the one is vitriol itſelf with all its corroding 
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creatures, and-—Nay, my dear, interrupted 
Miſs Bridgewater, ſay no more ; if a woman 
lives unmarried from choice ſhe need not 
tate pains to convince the world of her wi. 
dom and happineſs ; if otherwiſe, tis wrong 
- to fb, you know, and to boaſt of ſweets, when 
the fruit of Independence is four. As to the 
young lady, I agree ſhe is a- Miſi,— None of 
your puns, Miſs Bridgewater, anſwered the 
angry lady, do you mean to affront me? You, 
Madam,retorted Miſs Bridgewater, Ithought 
we were talking of Miſs Glanville, I muſt 


apply to you the words of a royal motto, Honi 
Soit qui Mal y penſe. The reference, which 
the Jady did not underſtand, concluded the 
diſpute, 

If this dialogue fail of contributing to your 


amuſement, I am convinced, my dear bro- 
ther, that you are always pleaſed with my al- 


ſurances of being | 
Your ever affectionate 


Siſter and friend, 
FLAVIA VILL AR» 
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LETTER XVI. 
Miſs VIILARS to Mrs. VILLARS. 


OW delightful is it to have a parent 
from whom we are certain of receiving 


inſtruction. I thank you, dear madam, for 
your obſervations on the two plays, which 
will direct my future judgement. 

Miſs Bridgewater was married yeſterday, 
and is gone for a few days into the country. 
I ſincerely wiſh her happy, and have hopes 
ſhe will be ſo. 

Laſt week I -attended lady Egerton and 
Mrs. Stamford -to Covent Garden houſe, to 
hear the Uratorio of the Meſſiah. Good 
God! how it affected me ! What heavenly 
ſounds | Handel had a ſoul tuned by har- 
mony, I ſeemed exalted above mortality. 
Then he has choſen ſome of the moſt ani- 
mated paſſages in Scripture ; indeed *tis al- 
moſt too much for human nature to ſupport. 
This morning we heard the ſame delightful 
pe-formance 
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performance at the chapel of the Foundling 
Hoſpital. This conſecrated place is certain- 
ly moſt proper for ſacred muſic, but the time 
of night it is perform'd at the Play-houſe, 
{trikes the mind with an awefully-pleaſing 
attention, which the objects the day preſents, 
rather diſſipate. 
I have alſo had the pleaſure of being at 
the play of Tamerlane and the Careleſs Huſ- 
band, The character of Lady Eaſy delighted 
-me, that of Lady Betty gave me ſome plea- 
ſure, butexcited in me more reſentment, that 
a woman fo capable of communicating hap- 
pineſs ſhould trifle with the uneaſineſs of a 
'worthy man. 
As to Tamerlane, ſurely there never was 
a more perfect character. Theſe are ſenti- 
ments that exalt the Monarch. 


«« Oh Axalla! 

Could I forget I am a man as thou art, 
Would not the winter's cold and ſummer's heat, 
Sickneſs, or thirſk and hunger, all the train 
Of Nature's clamorovs appetites, aſſerting 
An equal right in Kings and common Men, 


Reprove me daily? — No! if ] boaſt of * 
e 
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ge it to have been Heav'n's happy inſtrument, 
The means of good to all my fellow Creatures. 
This is a King's belt praiſe, 


And again : 


Oh! vain pretence to greatneſs! like the Moon 
We borroy all our brightneſs which we boaſt; 
Dark in ourſeives and uſeleſs, 


And theſe: | 

Great minds (like Heav*n) are pleaſed with 

doing good, 

Tho? the ungrateful ſubjects of their favours 

Are barren in return.“ 

Surely it muſt be impoſſible there could 
exiſt ſuch a wretch as Bajazet !/—My heart 
was deeply affected with the ſufferings of 
Moneſes and Arpaſia, and exulted in the 
deliverance of Selima from her inhuman fa- 
ther, Pray, madam, ſend me your obſerya- 
tions on theſe two plays. 

I deſign'd to write a much longer letter, 
but Lady Egerton requeſts I will give her 
my company to an auction, and afterwards 
to pay a viſit, I muſt therefore, deareſt ma- 
dam, bid you adieu! I am 


Your ever dutiful daughter, 
FLAVIA VILLARS. 
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LETTER XVII. 
10. VII LARS to Miſs VIIL ARS. 

M* dear girl's remarks on Tamerlane 
and the Careleſs Hutband pleaſe me 

very much, and I will give her my opinion 
of both as ſhe deſires. | 
You admire Lady Eaſy's conduct as a 
wife; ſo do I, but I blame her choice. Sir 
Charles uſed no artifice, ſhe ſays, He never 
ſeemed to be but what he really was. She 


praiſes his undeſigning honeſty, an honeſty 
ſcarcely praiſe-worthy, as it does not act in 


conſequence of knowing right from wrong. 
Her ſuſpicion of ſmoother faces, for which ſhe 
aſſigns no reaſon, is blameable; and her ap- 
probation of Sir Charles becauſe he took lite 
tle pains to win her, is no proof either of her 
judgement or her prudence, | 
But if bis affection for her before mar- 


riage, did not influence him to a confor- 
| | mit y 


d 
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mity of ſentiment or manners; was it pro- 
bable the virtues of a wife ſhould effect a re- 
formation in a man of his diſpoſition ? An 
indifference to character can furniſh no ra- 
tional hope of amendment; ſhe thought 
e ſuch a temper could never. be deliberately _ 
ee unkind :” perhaps not; becauſe he never 
ated from deliberation ;. but for a woman 
whoſe conduct was the reſult of principle, 
to ſay ** ſhe knew that errors from want of 
« thinking might be borne; at leaſt when 
probably a moment's thought might end 
them,“ ſhews more © her growing love,” 
than any ſohd hope. 

I think Sir Charles is a very improper 
character. Virtue when accompanied with 
ſweetneſs and complacency of manners, can 
ſurely never fail of exciting the eſteem and 
veneration even of a libertine. But Sir 
Charles's injurious repreſentation of Lady 
Eaſy will influence an undiſtinguiſhing au- 
dience, and his contempt leſſen their admi- 
tion, What 
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What an inſult does he offer, when he 
rallies her on the ſuppoſed want of power 
to keep her huſband to her herſelf : being em- 
barrafſed by her anſwer, he aſſerts that as 
a woman of principle ſhe m¹¹t have pride, 
which, he ſays,mu/? be the foundation of jea- 
louſy. It is certain the conſciouſneſs of hav- 
| ing performed the duty of a wife is her only 
reward, and [I think ſhe had frequent reaſon 
to regret her improper choice, but none to- 
accuſe herſelf of pride nor mean ſuſpicion, 
His unfeeling temerity, in daring to mention- 
in jeſt, an injury of which he had been real- 
ly guilty, muſt ſurprize and ſhock every 
ſuſceptible heart, When ſhe mildly tells 
him that if he proved unfaithful, “ ſhe 
* ſhould cry herſelf ſick in ſome dark clo- 
„ ſet, and forget her tears when he ſpoke 
« kindly to her,” he ſays, aſide, The 
« moſt convenient piece of virtue ſure that. 
« wife was ever miſtreſs of.” Can we form 
any. expectation. of her reclaiming ſuch a 
«© man 
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man as this, who, inſtead of admiring 
her virtue, conſiders it only as a conveni- 
ent diſpoſition, which ſubjects him to no re- 
proach for the indulgence of his vices. He 
forbids his miſtreſs to inſult his wife, that he 
may have the pleaſure of inſulting her himſelf. 
When lady Eaſy leaves him, how lightly 

does he mention her! Well! one way or 

other this woman will certainly bring 
about her buſineſs with me at laſt :” and 
what is the reaſon he aſſigns, becauſe, 

e tho' he can't be happy with her, he ſhall 
« be weary of other women.” 


I'don't like Lady Eaſy's excuſe for him. 


This exceſs of careleſſneſs, to me, excu- 


e ſes half his vices, If I can but once make 
* him think ſeriouſly—— Time may yet be 
my friend.” She could reaſonably only ex- 
pect, that fatigued with the purſuit of tran- 
htory pleaſures, he might abandon vice when 
it no longer preſented an aſpect of allure- 
ment, But how poor a ſubſtitute for the 

delights: 
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delights of virtue is the ſatiety of plea» 


ſure! How ſhocking is it when the relin- 


quiſhment of vice, does not proceed from a 
real preference of virtue! Sir Charles's ſo- 
liloquy ſhews him capable of ſome reflec- 
tion, and we might expect, in his ſerious 
moments, that he would'do juſtice to the 
virtues of his wife, and feel ſome ſtings 
of remorſe : but quite the contrary ; I 
© am told, ſays he, that my wife is hand- 
« ſome, and that ſhe is the beſt woman 
in the world: I don't know but, ſhe 
may, but I could never find her perſon 
© or good qualities gave me any concern. 
«©. In my eye, the woman has no more 
« charms than my mother.“ 

And he boaſts to his friend, that he was 
the beſt huſband in the world, becauſe, 
« his wife never found him out:“ again, 
he lightly ſays to his friend, that if “ ſhe 
« won't tell him his faults, how the deuce 
« ſhould 


4.4 4 
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„ ſhould he mend them?” How does he 
join the the trifling Lord Foppington in ridi- 
culing the virtues of a wife, and ſay, they 
ce are good for nothing but to make her proud, 
ce and put the world in mind of her huſband's 
« faults.” The laſt proof Lady Eaſy gives 
him of her prudence and affection reclaims 
him, The confiſtency of her behaviour to 
him before this trial, and the tender fortitude 
ſhe exerts in that arduous ſtruggle, are truly 
exemplary, But from what inſtance of her 
conduct could he deduce this notion, that ſhe 
| was but of the foremoſt rank of that ſex, 


amongſt whom * he found ſo much of folly, - 
«pride, malice, paſſion and irrefolute de- 


« fire? And whence could he conclude 
her to be © ſcarce: worthy his concern?“ 


Even her unſuſpeCting confidence which he 
abuſed, conferred an obligation on him. 
© The ſevere proof of her exalted virtue gave 
him a wonder equal to his love.“ An un- 
Vor. I. [ expected. 
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' » Tamerlape. You have remarked ſeveral paſ- 
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expected conſequence after he had deſpiſed 
her good qualities, and been indifferent to her 
perſon. We can ſcarcely expect conſtancy of 
love, and permanence of eſteem from ſo un- 
ſettled a diſpoſition, even after this ©©ſevere 
proof of virtue; and though I agree that 


Her wrongs when greateſt moſt. her virtue 
prov'd;“ 


yet Sir Charles ſeems to be incapable of true 
love. | 
May no woman hazard making ſuch a choice 
from the hope of ſuch a refor mation! The dia- 
logue is genteel, and abounds with the true 
ſpirit of repartee. I need not give you mp. 
opinion of lady Betty Modifh, as it exactly 
concurs with your's. p 
am now obliged to reſign my pen till to- 


morrow. 
S % % „„ „ * 


In compliance with my dear F lavia's re- 
queſt, I will ſend her my obſervations on 


ſages 
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ſaves which are expreſſive of his true greatneſs 
and your diſcernment. It is a character that 
exalts our ideas of human nature. I will take 
notice of a ſpeech of Tamerlane's which you 
have not mentioned. When he has defeated 
the Derviſe's wicleed purpoſe, he ſays, 


« Now learn the difference *twixt thy faith 
and mine: 


„Mine can forgive the wrong, and bid thee 
live.“ 8 
He adds: 


«« If mou continueſt til] to be the ſame, 
«« *Tis puniſhment enough to be a villain !” 


It is an undoubted truth that vice is its own 
greateſt puniſhment, when the wicked have 
not loſt all power of reflection; but the ſame 
villainy that prompted the Derviſe's tongue 
to utter falſehood, and armed his hand 
againſt his Sovereign, might inſtigate him to 
the practice of ſome other crime, deſtructive 
of true religion, and the good of ſociety, if 

12 the 


TFThine bids thee lift thy dagger to my throat; 
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the perpetration afforded a proſpect of tem 
poral advantages, Public utility then re- 
quires that ſome preſent puniſhment be ap- 
pointed for criminals ; but Chriſtian bene- 
volence abhors the unnatural cuſtom of of- 
fering human ſacrifices, It muſt be either. 
a long ſeries of iniquity, or a miſtaken zeal 
for ſecuring the public ſafety authorized by 
eſtabliſhed laws, that can conquer the ten- 
der feelings of the ſoul, and induce a mortal. 
Being to haſten the final diſſolution of a fel. 


low creature 


When Tamerlane ſays, 


© Look round how Providence beſtows alike 

«« Sunſhine and rain to bleſs the fruitful year 

© Or. different nations, all of different faith: 

«« And (tho? by ſeveral names and titles wor- 
ſhipp'd,) 

© Heeav'n takes the various tribute of their 
praile ; 

«« Since all agree to oa, at leaſt to nean, 

One beſt, one greateſt, only Lord of all:“ 


I agree with him z—but when he adds, 


6 Thus 
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Thus when he view'd the many forms of 
Nature, . 
He found that all were good, and bleſt the 


fair variety; 


] cannot acquieſce in this ſentiment, .If the 
Deity “ bleſt a fair variety,” why did he 
promulgate the Chriſtian diſpenſation ? 
Every perſon who acts in conformity with 
the light of Nature, we have reaſon to hope, 
is accepted by the ſupreme Being; but, the 


_- 


Chriſtian Religion affording the only certain 2 
aſſurance of future ſelicity as the reward of 
a well-ſpent life, the only promiſe of pardon 
upon repentance ; Chriſtians ought not to be 
influenced by this opinion of Tamerlane, 
into a belief that every different faith is 
equally approved by Heaven. 


Again he ſays, 
© Religion's luſtre is by native innocence 


Divinely pure, and ſimple from all arts; 


, ©* You daub and dreſs her like a common 
miſtreſs, 


1 3 «c The 
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The harlot of your fancies ; and by adding 


„ Falſe beauties which ſhe wants not, make 


the world | 
* Suſpet her angel's face is foul beneath, 


« And will not bear all lights.” 
The ſimile is not juſt either as it deſcribes 
a harlot, or the religion of the Derviſe. The 
harlot muſt have recourſe to borrowed beau- 
ties; © her face will not bear all lights.” 
The Derviſe adviſes the deſtruction of the 
Chriſtians. Is this the falſe beauty by which 
he decorates his Religion? It has not the 
appearance of beauty; and I know not why 
the angel face of the Chriſtian Religion 
ſhould be ſuſpected of deceit, becauſe the 
aſpect of the Mahometan diſguſts the be- 
| holder. 
The character of Bajazet diſplays ſuch 
enormity of wickedneſs, as encourages 3 
benevolent hope, it was only the offspring 
of fancy to heighten by contraſt the vir- 
tues of Tamerlane, for ſurely human na- 
ture 
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ture is incapable of ſuch depravity.— The 
ſufferings of Axalla and Selima, but more 
particularly of Moneſes and Arpalia, deeply 
affect, whilſt their virtues edify the heart. 
But Rowe has ſomewhat defeated his pur- 
poſe of exciting pity, by the conduct of his 
plays. When the mind is Jabouring with 
the pangs of ſeparation, perh aps a final one, 
is it natural for diſtreſs to dilate into a pom- 
pous flow of expreſſion, to dictate a formal 
ſimile, or a meaſured rhyme ? 
Thus Arpaſia : 

« Yes! my Moneles, now the ſurges riſe, 

„The ſwelling ſea breaks in between our 

barks, 

And drives us to our fate on different rocks. 
And Moneſes: 

Death is partlng-; 

«Tis the laſt ſad adieu *twixt ſoul and body; 


But his is ſomewhat worſe ; my joy! my 
comfort ! | 


All that was left in liſe fleets after chee, 
4 6 My 
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« My aching ſight hangs on thy parting 
beauties; _ 
„Thy lovely eyes all drown'd in floods of 
ſorrow. 
Then, 
So ſinks the ſetting ſun beneath the waves, 
And leaves the traveller in pathleſs woods, 
5 gBenighted and forlorn; thus with ſad eyes, 
„ Weſtward he turns to mark the lights? 
decay, ( 
«« Till having loft the laſt faint glimpſe of day, | 
„ Chearleſs iv darkneſs he purſues his way.” , 
I could enumerate many other paſſages of 
this nature, but your own judgement will 
direct your obſervation of them. Nature 
is moſt eloquent when it is incapable of ele- 
gance, Shakeſpear and Maſon are inimita- 
| ble maſters of the pathetic. The Caractacus 
and Elfrida of the latter, for the beauty of the 
images, the exalted and tender ſentiments, 


— 


have I think no <cqual, 
I muſt now entreat my dear girl once 


more, to exert her own talents, and to exa- 
mine 
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mine every opinion before ſhe adopts it. 
You will ever find me, my Flavia, as much 
diſpoſed to commend as to inſtruct; and I 
hope in every circumſtance of life* you will 
conſider me as 
C Your truly affectionate mother, 
and faithful friend, 
, SOPHIA VILLARS. 


LETTER XVII. 


Miſs VIILARS to Mrs, VILLARGS. 


Thank you, deareſt madam, for your 


I 


laſt favour ; I have. peruſed it ſeveral 
times, and on each peruſal am more con- 
firmed in your opinion. 

My gay friend, lady Maynwaring, is 
returned to London, as lively as ever, but 
ſhe behaves better to fir Richard than I 
expected. The firſt day ſhe waited on 
lady Egerton, the dining room was filled 
with company, and many perſons were 
with 
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with us who were not of lady Mayawdlagy 
acquaintance. Equally free with all, the 
gay trifler reprimanded a gentleman whom 
ſhe had never ſeen before, for his vulgariſms, 
He attempted to defend his eloquence, but 
in terms utterly deſtructive of his preten- 
ſions. Say no more, fir, ſaid ſhe, ſay no 
more, I am convinced—that it is abſolutely 
impoſſible, continued ſhe, turning to me, to 
convince a fool of his felly. This is the % 
of the ur/a major, as my brother ſays, 
The gentleman did not overhear this 
whiſper, and I begged her to be careful 
not to offend any of lady Egerton's com- 


pany. Soon after ſir Richard came and 
ſtood between our chairs, talking to me. 
Oh! Lord! Dicky, ſhe exclaimed, you 
make a total eclipſe, for here is the earth 
got between the ſun and the moon. Do 
you think, my dear, I am an improper 
emblem of the moon, the inconſtant 


4 moon,” 
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- 44 moon,” as Juliet calls her. Pray, ſaid I, 
did not your ladyſhip tell. me, you never 
loved reading? How your diſcourſe confutes 
your aſſertion I- Why, you muſt know, 
Villars, aufwcre hs. whenever I was at 
home my brother was always reading to me, 
or making ſome ſage obſervations on what 
de did read. I can truly ſay, © he has ſat 
wearying his hearer.” - Again lady Mayn- 
waring; you give me proofs of an attention 


you will not confeſs, - 

Yeſterday ſhe came flying up to my cham- 
ber, and ſeeing me writing, What! cry'd . 
ſhe, is thy hand never without a pen? pri- 
thee, if thou can'ſt, lay it aſide. What fig- 
niſies ſo much ſcribling? Lord! child, I 


was in company yefterday with an Author, 


and ſuppoſed his converſation would have af- 
forded the very pine-apple flavour of all the 


fruits of knowledge, I always expect French 


;vine when I hear people talk of claret, but 
| I have 


— 2 — 
68 — % = 


— 


r en * 


— 


<— ndthw-a - -- oc be edt —— 31 


—— — — 


124 THE EXEMPLARY "MOTHER, 


T have often! met with "gr port "WI 
by! the name, 

But my dear lady 6 ſaid I, 
would you not have called this author a pe- 
dantic coxcomb if he had deſcanted on any 
learned ſubje& 7 Why, perhaps, anſwered 
the, I might have called him a muzzy old 
fellow, who had dron'd ſo long amongſt fuſty 
books, he had no other ideas than they pre- 
ſented. 1 think, added 4 he ſhewed more 
good ſenſe and knowledge of the world by 
entering only into common chit chat, than 
if he had treated you with a learned diſſerta- 


tion. Indeed, if the turn of converſation had 


given him a proper opportunity of diſplaying 
his ſuperior abilities, his ſilence might have 
been deemed affectation or contempt. How 
great muſt be the pleaſure of diſpenſing in- 
ſtruction [ My God ! exclaimed the gay 
lady, do you know who you are talking 


to? Peace, peace, girl, I like to hear my 


own / 
/ 
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own clack. Why, what a deal of flimſy ſtuff” 

vou have ſpun! However, don't be diſ- 
couraped, Villars, my brother would have- 
extolled this harrangue, bur he is 2n old: 
fellow. On my life, child, thou art deſtined- 
to recommend penitence to ſome mad wretch 
of a huſband,. who will ſupply thee with: . 
ample matter for preachment. 

Heaven forbid ! Jady Maynwaring ; do- 
you really think I ſha]l be ſo weak as to 
make ſuch a choice? Oh ! lord, my dear, 
men are ſome of them mere devils, but, 
they can hide their cloven feet, —But, pray, 
Villars, what old crone is that with lady 
Egerton? Her teeth, like Shakeſpear's apo- 
thecary's pots, are ** thinly ſcatter'd to make 
up a row,” What an odious-ſneer | She has. 
a lively humour in her face; a moſt fright- 
ful perſonage, Win a valuable mind I be- 
lieve, ſaid I, at leaſt I judg'd fo from the 
Joy lady Egerton expreſs'd on ſeeing her. 

But 
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But don't ridicule deformity of perſon, lady 
| Maynwaring. I thought you had too much 
good ſenſe, and too good a heart to be guilty 
of that fault. — Thank you, for your high 


opinion of me, which you now own I have 
little right to. Well! 'twas fooliſtr prattle, 
but 1 do admire to hear ſuch a charming girl 
parade upon deformity. 

A ſummons to tea interrupted lady Mayn- 
waring. As I have no further particulars to 


relate, I will only add to this letter an aſſu- 
rance of ever being, 
| Deareſt madam, 
i Your dutiful and affectionate daughter, 
=. FLAVIA VILLARS. 
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LETTER XIX. 
Miſs ViLLARs to Mrs, VILLA«S. 


V dear motł er wil) be ſurptized to ſee- 
a ſecond letter ſo ſoon after the re-- 


; 


ceipt of my firſt, but I have been witneſs to 
a ſcene which has ſhocked me ĩnexpreſſibly; 
and as it is deeply impreſſed on my mind, I 
determined immediately to diſcloſe it to yon, 
with the hope you will approve my con- 
duct, 

Oh! madam, the gay, the lively lady 
Maynwaring, has been attacked with a vio-- 
lent fever, She complained ſome days ago of 
a ſore throat, or rather ſhe ſlightly mention- 
ed that it was rwfly, for complaints are not uſual: 
with her, I advis'd her not to go upon the wa- 
ter to Greenwich, nor to be at the play that 
night. Sir Richard gave the ſame caution; 
but ſhe rallied our fears and diſregarded 
us, It ſeems ſhe encreaſed her cold upon the 
vater; yet ſtill reſolute to purſue her ſcheme 

of 
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of pleaſure (if it may be termed ſo) ſhe went 
to the play, but was ſcarcely able to conti. 
nue in the houſe during the performance. In 
the night ſhe was alarmed with an acute pain 
in her fide, which was ſucceeded. by a vio- 
lent fever ; ſhe ſent for me the next morn- 
ing. I was aſtoniſhed on obſerving the 
change in her countenance. She had been 
blooded, but having frequent returns of the 
pain in her ſide, and the fever not abating, 
ſhe was judged to be in great danger. 

She begged I would fit down by her bed- 
ſide; and taking my hand, O! Miſs Vit 
lars, ſaid ſhe, you ſee me a very different 
creature from what I have been. The vio- 
lence of this illneſs has awaken'd my rea- 
ſon but, good God ! what does it ſuggeſt 
to me? If this is a ſummons to eternity, 
what will become of me ? | 

Her eyes looked wild, and her air diſ- 
trated, She gazed on me with eager ex- 

U pectation, 
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pectation, but I was ſo ſhocked at this un- 
expected ſcene that it was ſeveral minutes 
before I could ſpeak. Ah ! my dear, reſumed 
ſhe, if you could give me any conſolation, I 
know you would im;art it. But tell me 
what you think? I confeſs, madam, my un- 
eaſineſs has occaſioned my ſilence, but let 
me intreat you not to indulge melancholy ap- 
prelenſions. I hope you will enjoy many 
years of earthly happineſs, Yet, interrupted 
ſhe eagerly, if it ſhould not be ſo, if I have 
really but few hours to live, what can you 
then ſay to me of comfort? If you be taken 
from us, ſaid I, why ſhould you deſpair of 
divine mercy ? Your only fault has been in- 
attention, — But inattention to what? an- 
ſwered ſhe; — to the duties of life, to the im- 
portant end of my being. I have giddily tri- 
fled the time I ought to have improved, and 


I mult give an account of it. 
Vol, 1. K | But 
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But, my dear lady. Maynwaring, ſaid I, 
you can have no great errors to reflect upon, 
My whole life, ſaid the, has been a ſeries 
of diſſipation; pleaſure was my governing 
principle. What a review upon a death- bed! 
You are happy, my dear Miſs Villars. Re- 
flection has no ſting for the virtuous, 

'The agony in which ſhe ſpoke, and her 
violent ſobs-increafed the pain in her fide; I 
was ſo much alarmed that I ſummoned her- 
nurſe and attendants ; fir Richard came up, 
and obſerving my diſorder from ſeeing her, 
inſiſted on my leaving the room. I ſtaid in 
the parlour till he inform'd me his lady was 


 fomewhat better, and appeared diſpoſed for 


Neep. I took leave with a promiſe of calling 
the next morning. Accordingly I went yel- 
terday, and found lady Maynwaring much 
better. Her fever had left her, and ſhe felt 
very ſlight returns of the pain in her fide. 


Her ſpirits appeared much calmer ; I ven- 
tured 


— 
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tured (ſeeing in her ſuch an amendment of 


health) to mention my hopes that ſhe would 


now have an opportunity of practiſing the 


reſolutions ſhe had made. She thanked me 


with a friendly air, but methought ſeemed 


to divert the converſation from the ſerious - 


turn it had taken the day before. Lady 
Maynwaring told me fir Richard had receive 
ed an invitation to viſit an old aunt at Cheſ- 


ter, whoſe eſtate he expected to inherit, and 
that they ſhould: ſet out as ſoon as ſhe was 


able to travel, She did not launch out into 
her uſual livelinefs, but I wanted to ſee her 
more grateful for returning health. Before 


we parted, I could not help recommending - 


the duties of which ſhe had lamented the 
:-2168; but, good God! I found it is ſome- 


" 


times neceſſary we ſhould be deprived of 


bleflings to inſpire us with a ſenſe of grati- 
tude; and that the apprehenſions of impen- 
K 2 _— ©” 


132 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 


ding death can alone awaken the attention 
of the gay to the duties of life, 

This morning I called again on lady 
Maynwaring : ſhe was in her dreſſing room, 


intent upon ſome preparations for her jour. 
ney. I again acted the part of a Monitor, 
and can only ſay, ſhe heard me; the latter 
end of next week is the time fixed for her 


leaving town. Be ſo kind as to communi- 


cate to me your ſentiments on the ſubjects 
of this letter. Believe me to be, 
Dear and honoured madam, 
Your moſt dutiful daughter, 
FLAVIA VILLARS. 


LETT ERA 


Mrs. VILLAMAS to Miſs VILLASò. 


My DEAR CHILD, 
OUR laſt letter ſhocked and pleaſed me. 


Lady Maynwaring's fituation excited 
| 58 


A 
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my compaſſion ; your behaviour and obſer- 
vations, my higheſt approbation. We are 
moſt of us inſenſible to the real purpoſes of 
life, whilſt we poſſeſs its pleaſures. When 
a proſpect of futurity opens upon us, how 
many, like this thoughtleſs lady, ftart with 
horrcr and apprehenſions ! I intereſt myſelf 
in the happineſs of all my fellow creatures, 
and by you I intreat lady Maynwaring, ne- 
ver to recede from the determination ſhe for- 
med in ſickneſs, for the ſame awful ſcene — 
will again preſent itſelf, and muſt be ſucceed- 
ed by the dreaded event. I would not intro- 
duce ſuch grave reflections in'my addreſs to 
ſogay a lady, did I not fear ſhe is in danger 
of relapſing into follies which ſhe condemned 
in the hour of ſericus meditation. Tell her, 
my dear, ſhe will not fear death if ſhelearns 
to improve liſe ; and that by performing every 
duty, ſhe will ſecure the moſt permanent 
enjoyment of every rational pleaſure, 


K 3 For 
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For you, my dear girl, never content 
yourſelf with praQiſing the extexpals of re- 
ligion, but cheriſh a conſiſtent ſanctity of 
heart. Obſerve not only the laws of polite- 
neſs, but purſue the dictates of chriſtian be. 

nevolence. You find by lady Maynwaring's 
, confeſſion, that mere negative virtues are 
inſufficient to procure a heart-felt- ſatisfac- 
tion. If we always ated from the convie- 
tion of being accountable beings whoſe diſ- 
ſolution is certain, but whoſe time of pro- 
bation 1s uncertain, we ſhould either pre- 
vent the riſe of evil, or hinder illaudable in- 
clinations from producing bad habits, | 

Vour grandmother has had a gouty at- 

tack, and is ſtill confined to her chamber; 
as her ſpirits are rather depreſt, I leave her 
as little as poſſible, 
I am, my dear girl, 
Your tenderly affectionate mother, 
SOPHIA VILLARS 
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LETTER XXI. 
Miſs VIIIARS to Mrs. ViLLARs. 


S ſoon as I had read my deareſt mo- 
£ A ther's letter, I haſtened to lady Mayn- 


warinz, who is perfectly recovered, and has 
been abroad in her coach. I found her alone 
as I wiſhed, but dreſt for company, and with 
the bloom of health ſhe ſcems to have reſum- 
ed all her gaiety. Conſcious however, I ſup- 
poſe, that her late confeſſion would conderhn 
her relapſe, I could perceive ſhe reſtrained 
ſome intended fallies of mirth. 

] wanted the converſation thould be of a 
ſerious caſt ; but finding dreſs, her journey, 
and other unimportant matters, engroſſed 
her attention, I entered on the ſubject of my 
errand, I beg'd ſhe would excuſe my taking 
the liberty of reminding her that ſhe had ob- 
ligations to fulfil, which ſhe had owned had 
been hitherto neglected, I then read to hgr 
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your letter, which had the deſired effect. 
She liſtened attentively, thanked me for in- 
tereſting myſelf in her happineſs, and in- 
treated I would aſſure you of her reſolution 
to be influenced by your wiſe precepts. De- 
lighted with my ſucceſs, I eagerly embraced 
her, when to my great mortification the ſer- 
vant threw open the door, and company ap- 
peared; I was ſhocked on obſerving the 
change in lady Maynwaring's, countenance 
and manner, She was in a minute the giddy 
creature I had before ſeen her. I left the 
houſe as ſoon as politeneſs permitted, Lady 
Maynwaring made no efforts to detain me, 
] went to her again the next morning, I 
did not conceal my fears that ſhe would diſ- 
ſipate in a round of company, her good re- 
ſolution, | 
Why ſurely, child, faid ſhe, in her 
uſual tone, you would not have me fit 
meditating, when I have invited people to 
* vilit 


* 
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viſit me, I had better ſeclude myſelf at 
once. 

No, madam, anſwered I ; you know my 
mother adviſes no ſuch ſeverity of behaviour, 
but ſhe would have your chearfulneſs rati- 
onal ; the natural effect of baving performed 
your duty. Did not you bitterly lament in 
your illneſs that your whole buſineſs had 
been pleaſure? I own to you, Miſs Villars, 
faid ſhe, with a ſerious air, that ſince that 
dangerous criſis, when I am alone, and have 
leiſure to reflect, I condemn my giddineſs and 
make proper reſolutions ; but company ſuc- 
ceeds to ſolitude, and folly conquers ſeriouſ- 
neſs, I mix in the gay croud and baniſh 
thought; I dare not promiſe, after the beſt 
intentions that I ſhall be able to keep them. 
Is it poſſible, ſaid I, that a perſon of your 
good ſenſe ſhouid be ſuch a ſlave to plea- 
ſure? You who are fo capable of tliſhing 
the charms of virtue? I proteſt, Miſs Vil- 

lars, 
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lars, reply'd lady Maynwaring, I am 
aſhamed of my folly. Give me a copy of 
that letter; I will read that and recolle my 
late apprehenſions before I g0 into com pany 
to preſerve me from infection, but don't de- 
pend upon me. I will ſend you a true ac- 
\ _ count of myſelf from Cheſter; I hope it 
will be a good one, | 
Sir Richard's entrance prevented my an. 
wer, As they were to Jeave town the next 
day, I accompanied lady Egerton and Mrs, 
Stamford to wiſh them a good journey, but 
could only whiſper lady Maynwaring, that 
J hoped ſhe would remember her promiſe, 
She ſqueezed my hand, and aſſured me ſhe 
-would not fail to write. Don't rely on me 
for any thing further, added ſhe, 
Thus we parted. I ſometimes flatter n 
ſelf ſhe will in time be perfectly amiable :1 
believe ſhe is friendly and generous, but ſo 
volatile, ſo unſteady, there is little depen- 
dance on her reſolutions. 5 0 
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To-morrow we are to go upon the wa- 
ter to Richmond, Twickenham, and ſome _ 
other places. You ſhall have an account 
of our excurſions in my next, I can truly 
aſſure you, madam, I have enjoyed no plea- 
ſure in London equa] to that of receiving 
your letters, and of ſubſcribing myſelf, dear- 
eſt and ever honoured madam, 

| Your dutiful daughter, 
FLAVIA VILLARS. 


LET T E'RNEI. 
Mr. VIILARS to Miſs ViLLARS. 


DEAR SISTER, 
1 SIT down with a pen in my hand, but 
without one ſingle idea in my head, and 
ualeſs I may expatiate on that affection 
which glows in my heart towards you, I 
know not what to write. A college life is 
rather unfruitful in furniſhing epiſtolary 
matter. I was about to ſay its regularity, 
but 


* 
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but I may make uſe of a more expreſſive 


term ; its uniformity does not ſupply us with 
ſubjects of entertainment, But I have heard 
there is great art in writing upon nothing, 
Let me try if I can't fill a ſheet of paper by 
this art, Oh! — Samet hing occurs, tho' little 
better than nothing. — An old fellow of our 
college, yeſterday tir'6 my patience with his 
repeated attacks on a fine ſirloin of beef, 
I threw down my knife and fork in a pet, 
and taking out my pencil ſcribbled theſe 
lines : | 

Voluptas with napkin tuck'd up to his chin, 

Never waited for grace a repaſt to begin; 

Pray, what place, cries Bellair, finiſh*d your 

education ? 
Eat on, my good friend, I'm upon the foun- 
dation. 

Now I'm in the epigrammatie ſtrain, I'll 
tranſcribe another jingle J compoſed laſt 
week after being in company with a pretty 


Miſs Browne. 
J have 


- 


THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 141 


J have often remark'd that ſome people de- 
light | 

From mere contradiction to ſay black is white; 

Uninſpir'd by that ſpirit, the world maſt 
declare 

I ſpeak but the truth, when I ſay Brows is 


fair. 

Will this ſtuff amuſe you, my dear? I have 
nothing better to ſend.—You, ſiſter, are 
very good in writing to me ſo frequently; 
but if any one aſk what you think of me, 
] doubt you will ſay I am a very indolent 
wretch, You are in the midſt of the gay 
world, and can't want my letters for amuſe - 
ment: but are pleas'd with my ſcrawls, 
only becauſe they are mine, and that con- 
ſideration often encourages me to write 
without matter. Though I need not tell 
you your eyes may be better employed than 
in poring over my ſeribble. 

You mention nothing of your conqueſts. 
Ah! Flavia, ſo much reſerve in ſo artleſs a 


mind] You are unconſcious of your power; 


18 
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is that the caſe? Amiable diffidence ! I be- 
lieve you really poſſeſs the quality of a meek. 
and humble ſpirit, and indeed 1 can't mor. 
tify my ſelf-love fo much as to imagine 
your ſilence on that ſubject, proceeds from a 
mean opinion of me. May! offer my advice; 
Your little heart is ſuſceptible of tenderneſs, 
I know it is, tho“ it had not, when ] left you, 
found an object deſerving its ſofteſt attach- 
ment, Becautious,myFlavia ! men are ſtrange 
capricious animals. How many human ſa- 
vages have I obſerved lighting the affection 
they had affiduouſly ſought to engage] how 
many coquetting with every new beauty, 


while ſome tender female hearts have ſilently 


endur'd the torturing pangs of jealouſy and 
diſappointment ! I have ſeen ſo much incon- 
ſtancy and ſenſuality. among my own ſex, 
that I ſwear, child, I think ſuch a delicate, 


refined, tender diſpoſition as your's, has lit- 


tle probability of meeting with a fellow 
mind; 
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mind; and you would be the moſt miſerable 
woman in the world to be deceived in your- 
choice. Perſonal. or. Jucrative charms, my. 
dear girl, are the magnets which attract the 
hearts of your modern profeſſors of love, and 
they are as ignorant of the paſſion they pa- 
rade upon, as ſome of our profeſſors of ab- 
ſtruſer arts and ſciences. As for the petit» 
maitres, they are only the votaries of faſhion, 
and for the ladies whom 1 have obſerved, 
they are in general inconſiſtent in their con- 
duct. They have the vanity of attributing 
to themſelves all the perfections which we 
flatter them with, yet ſo little confidence in 
the power of their charms, that they have 
recourſe to auxiliary aid, and borrow the 
bloom of a coſmetic, You, my ſweet ruſtic 
girl, glow with native beauty; health, in- 
nocence and modeſty ſhed their roſeate 
bluſhes upon your cheek, I hope no cruel 
reverſe of fortune will ever deaden theſe 

beauteous 
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beauteous tints. The ſincereſt wiſhes for 
your happineſs e my breaſt. Indeed, 
my dear, I love you moſt ſincerely. Will 
not you deem this long letter a proof of my 
regard ? Upon my word, this exuberance 
of epiſtolary goodneſs leſſens my humility, 
Do not ſay, I want to gain credit only to 
contract new debts. I have acknowledged 
you to be my ſuperior in punctuality, owned 
it to my mother, who I know was too well 
convinced before how much you ſoan above 
me in every reſpect, Well, ſiſter, what will 
you call this proſaie, poetic, audacious epil- - 
tle? A miſcellaneous collection, or a med- 
ley ? Call my leter what you pleaſe, and 
think me a whimſical mortal, but always 


believe me to be 


Your fincerely affectionate brother, 
FR, VILLARS 


„ 
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LETTER XXIII. 
Lady EcerTon to Mrs. VILLARS. 


T is a painful taſk, my dear Mrs, Vil- 
lars, to convey unwelcome tidings, but 


tho' painful it is ſometimes the office of 
friendſhip. I have only doubts and fears to 
impart, yet even theſe ought not to be con- 
cealed from ſo tender a parent, I am appre- 

henfive Miſs Villars's affections are enga- 
ged, She has, I doubt, been too grateful, 
and beſtowed her heart in return for her life. 
This is the ſum of my information : We 
went one day. laſt week on the water to 
Richmond, &c. ſeveral gentlemen and ladies 
'of our party, and amongſt the reſt captain 
Welmore, a man whoſe ſweetneſs of manners 
and inſinuating addreſs render him a very 
agreeable companion. His fine perſon, and 
perhaps his profeflion contribute to his 
deing a favourite with the Ladies. As 


we were returning home, a great number of 
Vol. I. L boats 
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boats were paſſing and repaſſing, Two well 
dreſt men, in one of them, betray'd their ha- 


<a ASL . 


ving been engaged in a frolick, and to keep 
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up the ſpirit of it, they inſiſted on managing 
the oars. They were by no means equal to 
the undertaking; but ſtee red in ſo uncertain 
a manner, that they at laſt ran their boat vio- 
lently againſt ours. Miſs Villars had ſtart- 
ed up on ſeeing them near us, and the ſhock. 
our boat received threw her into the water, 
The reft were only frightened by this at- 
tack, and our attention to our own danger 
was called off by ſeeing Miſs Villars's ſitua- 
tion, Captain Welmore, who ſat next her, 
caught hold of her gown, but could not | 
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prevent her from ſinking. He then threw f 
himſelf into the river, and ſoon carried her R 
to ſhore. We all went into an houſe one y 
of the watermen recommended, till a coach 1 


could be called. Miſs Villars ſhewed, for 


ſome time, no ſigns of life ; but, after having W 
| diſcharge! 


f. 
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diſcharged a large quantity of water, ſhe 
opened her eyes, and appeared much revived. 
She was put to bed immediately after get- 
ting home, and had a tolerable night. 
The next morning ſhe came down after 
breakfaſt, and own*d no further inconveni- 
ence from the accident than faintneſs and 
tremor. Captain Welmore came to enquire 
how ſhe did, and I could perceive a bluſh 
overſpread Miſs Villars's cheek, which. I 
then only attributed to a grateful modeſty, 
She returned him her acknowledgements 
with a graceful air, but with a timid heſita- 
tion, He ftaid about half an hour, and Miſs 
Villars withdrew ſoon after his departure, 
We had engaged ourſelves for the next day 
todinner with a lady of quality.. As Miſs 
Villars declined the viſit, Mrs. Stamford of- 
fered to ſend her excuſes, but your daughter 
nhiſted on her fulfilling the engagement. 
We both determined not to ſpend the even- 
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ing. Accordingly we returned early, and on. 
aſking the ſervant how Miſs Villars did, 
were anſwered, Pretty well, and that Cap- 
tain Welmore had juſt left her, This in- 
formation rather ſtartled me, He heard of 
our viſit, and I feared had ſome deſign in 
chuſing this tete a tete conferrence: I im- 
parted my ſuſpic ions to my daughter, and 
defired ſhe would act in concert with me, 
that I might inform you of every alarming 
circumſtance. She promiſed me, and we went 
up to the dining room. Miſs Villars did not 
expect us ſo ſoon. . She ſat leaning upon a ta- 
ble with a book open before her. She ſtarted 
on ſeeing us, and I found ſhe had been 
weeping. Sighs, which ſhe endeavour'd to. 
ſuppreſs, eſcaped from a viſtibly-oppreſſed 
heart. 
LI aſked Miſs Villars if fhe had been alone. 
She told me Captain Welmore had called, 


and the repetition of his name occaſioned at 
unuſual 
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unuſual emotion, I could not forbear tell- 
ing her my apprehenſions, My dear Miſs 
Villars, ſaid I, you are convinc'd, I hope, of 


my ſincere friendſhip for your mama and - 
you. I own, I am fearful that Captain 
Welmore has endeavoured to make an im- 
preflion on your heart; his paying this viſit 
when he knew we were to be abſent, gives 
riſe to my ſuſpicions, Has he not been ſuc- 
ceſsful, 

Miſs Villars's tears now flowed very faſt, 
took her hand, Mrs Stamford leancd over 
the chair, and reclined her face againſt Miſs 


[ Villars's cheek. You almoſt change my 
* doubts into certainty, continued I; tell me, 
* my ſweet girl, what has happened. You 
11 know, your mama has reſigned for a time 


ber guardianſhip to me. I muſt not betray 
the precious truſt, Captain Welmore is an 
handſome and an agreeableAman; but we are 
ignorant of his real diſpoſition and circum- 


cl ſtances. wi, L 3 Miſs 
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Miſs Villars's ſobs interrupted me, and 
ſhe intreated with ſo much earneſtneſs that 
I would permit her to retire, that ] dared 
not detain her, left the agitation of her mind 
ſhould be too powerful in her weak ſtate, 
My daughter went up with her, but would 
not renew the ſubject. This morning I was 
ſhocked on obſerving the redneſs of her eyes, 
and the palenefs of her cheeks. She ſeems 
to be very uneaſy, but I can't draw from her 
a confeſſion of the cauſe. She only anſwers 
me with tears, fighs, and evaſions. Cap- 
tain Welmore called this morning, He is 
going out of town with Lord # # # * * 
to ſtay at that nobleman's ſeat, which is 2 


hundred miles diſtant, ſome weeks. He came 


in as Miſs Villars was leaving me. She only 
made him a courteſy and retir'd, * 

What do you think, dear madam, from 
theſe circumſtances? I aſſure you I never 
obſerv'd before this affair, that Captain 


Welmore ſhewed more attention to Miſs 
Villars, 
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Villars, than every man of his age pays to 
a beautiful young lady, eſpecially where po- 
iteneſs is the uſual tribute of his profeſſion, 
My ſon-in-law gives Captain Welmore 
the character of a good natur'd ſenſible man; 
but their acquaintance has been of no long 
date,andhas not produced anygreat intimacy. 
You may depend on my care of Miſs 
Villars, and obſervance of your advice; for 
1 have an entire reliance on your judgment, 
and love you and her ſo much that I have 
an intereſt in the happineſs of both. Indeed, 
1think it to be morally impoſſible, that the 
children of ſuch a parent ſhould be deficient 
either in virtue or in prudence; yet, ſome- 
times unaccountable events deſtroy our fond- 
eſt expectations. 

| am, dear Mrs. Villars, with the moſt 
perfect eſteem, 


Your ſincerely faithful, 
and much obliged 
E. EGERTON, 


152 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 
LETTER XXIV. 


Mrs. ViLLARs to Lady EGERTox, 


Dear Mapan, 


M* heart feels the tendereſt edits 
1 in my child's affliction, and the deep- 


eſt ſenſe of gratitude for your ladyſhip's 
goodneſs, Pardon me if I intreat a continu- 
ance of your care. I would immediately haſ- 
ten to town, but as the Captain is abſent, l 
think my letters may more effectually re- 
ftore my dear girl's tranquillity than my pre- 
ſence. To ſend for her down might precipi- 
tate her conduct. If it is in my power to 
contribute to her real happineſs, ſhe ſhall be 
happy. My children are my treaſure, and 
divide my heart, My ſweet Flavia! love is 
a paſſion that will determine the happineſs 
or miſery of thy future life. Ah madam, 
how little ought we to depend on the ſucceſs of 


even our beſt endeavours ! But could we al- 
ways 
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ways inſure to ourſelves the events we wiſh 
to promote, the duties of patience, reſigna- 
tion and acquieſcence in the will of Heaven, 
could not be exerted, It is certainly more 
reaſonable to hope, that a religious education 
ſhould have a proper effect on a perſon's 
conduct, than that a neglected, uncultivated 
mind ſhould produce the fruits of virtue; 
but even good principles are not always a 
ſecurity from deviation, when violent temp- 
tatioNs aſſail: theſe principles however will 
in general ſoon influence an offender to a 
return of duty, and inſpire a ſtricter atten- 
tion to prevent future errors. On the beha- 
viour of a parent in theſe and ſimilar cir- 
cumſtances, a child's reformation or repro- 
bation greatly depend. I will, with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of heaven, do my duty to my chil- 
cren, not only to preſerve the moſt delight- 
ful conſciouſneſs, but as the beſt means of 
recommending to them the practice of their's. 
K 
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If, notwithſtanding my utmoſt care, they re. 
main uninfluenced, ſubmiſſion to the will of 
Heaven cam alone ſecure my eternal felicity, 
after reſigning all expectation of temporal 
happineſs. | 
My child demands my pen; I cannot de- 
lay ſo important a ſubject till another poſt, 
and my time is greatly appropriated to my 
mother, who is ſtill confined with the gout, 
My beft reſpects wait on your ladyſhip 
and family, and my acknowledgements are 
alſo due to Mrs. Stamford for her kindnefs 
to my daughter. 
Believe me to be, dear madam, 
Your Jadyſhip's moſt grateful 
and affectionate humble ſervant, 


SOPHIA VILLARS. 


23 > 
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LETTER XXV. 


Mrs. ViLLARs to Miſs ViLLARS. 


My DEAR CHILD, | 
AM ſo well convinced of your regard for 
me, that I do not deem your want of 


confidence any proof of want of affection. 
Lady Egerton, with the tenderneſs of a 
parent, has hinted to me fears, which you 
can either diflipate or confirm. Be not afraid, 
my Flavia, of diſcloſing to me the ſecrets of 
your heart, I am no rigid judge, whoſe ſe- 
verity might alarm you, It is not a mother 
void of ſenſibility, and forgetful of the tender 
paſſion, who invites yourTonfidence, but a 
ſympathizing friend, who has felt the: moſt 
lively, conſtant affection for the worthieſt 
of his ſex, and who acknowledges, that a 
reciprocal, well founded paſſion is a ſource 
of the moſt perfect temporal happineſs. 

; A * 
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A wedded life was to me a ſtate of bliſs; 
alas | how tranſitory the enjoyment ! Can 
vou think, my dear child, that a tender wife 
can prove an inflexible, unfeeling mother? 
My heart feels the anguiſh of yours ; but do 
not indulge a mglancholy which endangers 
"your health, and gives uneaſineſs to your 
friends. I ſhall expect your anſwer with an 
impatience equal to my love, If you are 
-conſcious of a breach in duty, repair it by 

an unreſerved confeflion, Depend on the 
mildeſt interpretation of your behaviour, and 
the moſt lively attention to your happineſs, 


from | 
Your ever affectionate mother, 


% SOPHIA VILLARS. 
LETTER XXVI. 


Miſs VitLars to Mrs, VILLARS. 
I Never till now took up my pen with 
unwillingneſs to write to my deareſt 


mother. Oh! madam, what can I fy 
in 
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in extenuation of my fault? With ſuch a 
parent reſerve was unpardonable, and my 
precipitate engagement criminal, I own my 
error, and yet dare to aſk for your approba- 
tion of my choice; a choice which . ſhould 
have received that ſanQiibn, before I im- 
parted the tender. ſentiment of my heart, 
Perhaps my affections were ſomewhat en- 
ſnared before the ſad accident, and gratitude- 
to the preſerver of my life, confirmed the- 
paſſion. I will confeſs all my weakneſs, 
Captain Welmore called upon me in lady- 
Egerton's abſence ; he own'd his love, figh'd- 
at my feet, wept, ſwore, and intreated that 
[ would give him my promiſe never to be 
another's. My manner of receiving his ad- 
dreſs, encouraged him no doubt to make this 
propoſal. What could I do, my dear mo- 
ther ? or rather what did J do? My heart 
yielded to his entreaties, but I could not: 
ſpeak, I extended my hand to raiſe him, 
but 
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but he would not riſe till I gave him hope. 
He mentioned his long abſence, urged it as 
a plea for his importunity. I felt its force, 
J own'd my love; I did more, I promiſed 
never to marry another while he was unmar- 
ried, and wiſhed me to be his. At the ſame 
time I told him, I would never marry with- 
out your conſent, His joy on this conceſſion, 
was inexpreffible, and the pleaſure it gave me 
to ſee him happy ſuſpended my reflections. 
But when he was gone, the remembrance of 
my promiſe tormented me with apprehen- 
ſions that you would diſapprove my conduct. 
J could not acquit myſelf of precipi- 
tance, and yet my heart was ſo. deeply at- 
tached that I found my happineſs depended 
on gaining your conſent, My tears then, 
flowed abundantly, for I indulged them, 
not expecting the return of my friends; I 
determined to be in bed before they came 


kome ;. but lady Egerton and Mrs, Stam- 
ford, 
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ford, too tenderly officious, ſurpriaed me by 
their entrance. They perceived my uneaſi- 
neſs, and the former kindly enquired the 
reaſon. I could not anſwer ; it was not per- 
verſeneſs, but ſhame and contrition that kept 
me ſilent. Your goodneſs, my dear mother, 
emboldens me to confeſs my fault, and yet 
it condemns me more ſeverely than re- 


proaches. Ah ! madam, will you conſent 
to our happineſs? I think you muſt approve | 
my choice: captain Welmore ſeems to poſ- 
ſeſs great ſweetneſs of diſpoſition. He has 
good ſenſe, and is reſpected by all his ac- 
quaintance. 

My heart anxiouſly pines for your for- 
giveneſs. I have offended, but love is an 
involuntary paſſion, and in every other re- 
ſpect be aſſured I will ever be, 

Deareſt madam, 
Your dutiful daughter, 
FLAVIA VILLARS. 


9. 
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LETTER XXVII. 


Mrs. VILLARS to Miſs VIL LARS. 


My pax CnilD'! 
2 implore my forgiveneſs, you ac» 

knowledge your fault, and you intreat 
my conſent to, your happineſs. But have 
you convinced me it is in the power of 
captain Welmore to make you happy! 
No, my Flavia, your love inſpires your 
confidence of his merit. Can you aſſure me 
that this love does not veil many im- 
perfections from your obſervation ? Is he 
really the amiable character you portray, 
or are you deceived by paſſion into an 
opinion that he has every good quality! 
He feems, you ſay, to poſſeſs ſweetneſs of 
diſpoſition, Ah! my dear, men are not 
always what they ſeem to be: he was 
deſirous of pleaſing you, and he has ſuc- 


ceeded, His looks, perhaps you will tell 
me 
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me, cannot be deceitful. How often have 
[known a placid ſoftneſs aſſumed as a maſk 
ſor public appearance only; the reſult not 
of good nature but of good humour, but which 
an impartial obſerver alone could diſtinguiſh, 
t is the private, the domeſtic character that 
ſhews the genuine diſpoſition, Has he per- 
formed the duties of a ſon, a brother, and a 
friend? Or, if we confider him in a public 
capacity, has he been the votary of true ho-— 
nour? Is he not a ſlave to the faſhionable 
vices of his profeſſion? Is not the name of 
love, and all the vocabulary of flames and 
ats, the common ſubject of all his interviews 
with the fair ſex ?- The military gentlemen 
ae by no means remarkable for their con- 
fancy. They in general poſſeſs qualities 
to render themſelves agreeable, but do not 
ultivate thoſe which would make them 
valuable, Confident of ſucceſs, every fair 
one receives their unmeaning tribute; and 
Vol. I, M their 
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their place of abode being as unſettled 2 
their principles, is it not a weakneſs to ſub- 
ject ourſelves to ſuch precarious and dayper- 
ous circumſtances ? Do not imagine | ex- 
aggerate the matter. This is a picture drawn 
by general obſervation from the life, 


I will now ſuppoſe the captain poſſeſſed 
of every requiſite for happineſs, and that 
his heart is as conſtant and tender as your 
own ; yet conſider, my dear girl, the un- 
certainty of a ſoldier's ſituation. You pro- 
bably muſt either be parted from him or 
_ torn from the boſom of an affectionate pa- 
rent, muſt be expoſed (perhaps in a condi- 
tion moſt diſtreſsful) to the inconveniencics 
of travelling, to the dangers of the fea, and 
the hazard from change of climate, If 
you have a family, you muſt either reſign 
the © delightful taſk of rearing the tender 
„ mind,” or you muſt render them liable 
to a participation in your dangers and fa- 

tigues. 
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tizues, Oh ! my child, conſider the anguiſh 
you would feel in parting from your huſ- 
band, when his duty calls him to the de- 
ſence of his country. Should he fall, how 
complicated would be your diſtreſs; left to 
mourn not only your own, but your chil- 
dren's loſs in his death, and with them to 
encounter farther difficulties, A Roman 
wife, when her huſband died in the bed of 
honour, would account her tears a glorious 
tribute to his memory ; but your heart, my 
dear child, is not caſt in that patriotic 
mould. It is more tenderly humanized, and 
cannot diveſt itſelf of private affeQions, for 
the ſake of public advantage. Beſides, you 
can no more anſwer for a ſoldier's conduct, 
than for your own power of ſupporting with 
becoming fortitude the ſudden death of a 
beloved huſband.— Theſe are circumſtances 
to which lovers are inattentive, but which it 


in the duty of a parent to repreſent” in the 
= ev light - 
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light ſhe views them. I have not mentioned 
fortune, a confideration frequently too pre- 
valent with the parent, and too little regard- 
ed by the child. A competence is an indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary ingredient in marriage, 
and we ought to have the means of provid- 
ing for future contingencies, How dreadful 
would it be to ſee the object of your tender- 
eſt affection involved in difficulties which 
your participation would not alleviate—but- 
increaſe ; or who can tell that misfortunes 
will not occaſion an alteration in his temper 
fatal to your peace ? 

I incloſe a compoſition written by me on- 
the parting of General T—— from lady 
F If TI have painted her diſtreſs in an 
affecting manner, conſider the picture as 3 
repreſentation of the evils to which you 
would render yourſelf liable. Your confi- 
dence in me, my dear girl, relieves ſome 


part of my fears. A. ſecret engagement en 
| dangers 


/ 
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dangers your peace, your honour, and your 
reputation; beſides, that it is a breach of 
duty to a parent, Conſider the alternative 
you have given me; either to make you 
miſerable by a refuſal, or to conſent with- 
out a reaſonable motive for my aequieſcence 
in your choice. I promiſe you, my Flavia, 
if the captain is worthy of you, if your affec- 
tions are unalterably fixed, and your for- 
tunes will afford you an eaſy ſubſiſtence, I 1 
ſhall not object to -your marriage. 

[ intreat to know the reſult of your con- 
iderations after you have conſulted your 
friends, whoſe goodneſs merits your confi- 
dence, Mrs, Stamford can by her huſband's 
means diſcover the captain's real character. 
If he is unworthy, though you have pro- 
miſed never to change your condition whilſt 
he is unmarried, and your lover, yet you 
will be happier in your preſent fate of life 
than you can be with a man of bad prin- 
Mz ciples 
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- ciples or conduct. I cannot acquit you of 
imprudence, but I will endeavour to leſſen 
the evil I cannot recall. 

Whatever is the ſettled wiſh of your 
heart, after deliberate conſideration, and 
your friend's impartial intelligence, ſhall be 
complied with by 

Jour ever affectionate mother, 


SOPHIA VILLARS. 
[Incloſfed in the foregoing. ] 


MARCIA to PUBLIUS; 


Sg NCE then thy country calls, and thou 
wilt go 

To diſtant climes to meet a ſavage foe; 

Oh! Publius, guard with care thy precious lite, 

Nor in the dearer huſband wound the wife! 

Fain would I ſtop th'o'erflowings of my heart, 

But nature breaks the weak reſolves of art. 


Can honour's breath recall thy fleeting ghoſt? 
Can Britain's weal attone for Publius loſt ? 
| | Many 


THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 167 


Many in honour's Paths delight to rove 

Who feel no pleadings of connubial love. 

Can honour bid thee break the tender tye 

Of gentle love-and ſoft humanity ? | 
When infant weakneſs ſeeks a friend in thee, 
Can't thou, O Publius! leave thy ſons and me? 
A patriot ſpirit has thy ſoul engroſt, 

And in the ſoldier is the huſband loſt! 


® : =© = * 0 * . * . * 


But muſt diſhonour blaſt thy ſpotleſs fame, 

If love aſſert, or nature urge its claim? 

Go then, my lord, nor heed a Woman's fear, 
Whoſe fond affection prompts th'unwilling tear. 
Thou ne'er ſhall ſay the weakneſs of thy wite 
Made thee prefer a vile inglorious life 

To honour's cauſe. Ahl no, thou ſhalt not ſtay, 
Tet—muſt my lord the harſh decree obey ? 


Methink's I hear the thund'ring cannons roar, 

Or view thee wreck' d and breathleſs on theſhore; 

Athouſand dangers wake my anxious fears, 

A thouſand ſhapes the ghaſtly ſpectre wears, 

Now lurks in ambuſh, now in front appears, 
Or 
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Or in Diſeaſe's dire infidious art 
Attacks the noble fortreſs of the heart; 
No beam of joy irradiates gloomy care, 
Ev'n hope is overcaſt by black er 


05 let me tempt thee from th dd field, 
Be our defence, our refuge, and our ſhield! 
Come, my lov'd lord! my deareſt huſband come! 
Thy Marcia calls thee to thy native home! 
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When weary'd nature ſinks in ſoft repoſe, 
And dewy ſleep my tearful eye-lids cloſe, 
Excurſive fancy paints thy mimic ſhade, 

The peaceful olive on thy ſhield diſplay'd, 
Thy brows encircled with a laurel crown, 
Whilſt peace and conqueſt hail their darling ſon! 
But waking ſenſe the glowing traits deſtroy, 
And real anguiſh mocks th' illuſive joy 
„% »» „%% bo © DENN 
No ſeas divides us yet, no dangers riſe, 


Bleſs then, O Publius! bleſs theſe longing eyes! 
Thy 
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Thy weeping children chide their fire's delay; 
Why goes, they cry, my father hence away ? 
Their tender prattle but auguments my grief, 
They ſee my tears, and ſtrive t' impart relief, 
They ſeize my hands, and dew them with their 
tears ; 
That ſight new-points my woes,creates new fears, 
Can no fond plea engage thy quick return? 
Muſt wretched love, the force of honour mourn? 
Tyrannic glory! arbitrary ſway! ! 
Muk the fond parent, huſband, friend, ak 


He muſt, he muſt, and all I aſk is vain; 
Adieu then, ever deareſt, beſt of men! ö 


May'ſt thou in ſafety bleſs theſe eyes again!. 
] only meant to write a laſt farewell, 
To breathe the ſorrow time can ne'er diſpel ! 


I can no more—ſuch anguiſh wrings my heart, 
A long farewell !--My ſoul's far better part! 
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LETTER XXVIIL 
Mr. VIiLLARS to Mrs, ViLLars, 


WAS never fo much aſtoniſhed, deareſt 
madam, as.yeſterday.; when being in our 

walks with a captain Moxly, lately come to 
Oxford, he aſked me if I had not a ſiſter at 
lady Egerton's in Groſvenor ſquare; and 
when I told him I had, Well then, ſaid he, 
I can affure you you'll ſoon be ſummoned to 
a wedding, for to my certain knowledge ſhe 
has given her promiſe to be captain Wel- 
more's wife, My ſurprize was inexpreſſible : 
I aſſured him he muſt be miſtaken, but he 
aſſerted it ſtrongly; told me a long cock and 
a *bull. ſtory of Flavia's falling into the 
Thames, and that he was of the party to 
Richmond, &c, Then be launched forth in 
rhapſodical praiſes of my ſiſter's charms, and 
with a military air, declared ſhe was the fineſt 


girl he had ever ſeen, and that he envy'd 
9 ENG Wel- 
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'Welmore's ſucceſs, *Twas his perſon and 
addreſs, continued he, that captivated her 
heart, As to the captain's fortune, 'tis all 
in his pocket I believe. 

Some of my fellow collegians join'd us, 
and 1 ſoon quitted the walks. If this account 
be true, and I think it muſt be fact, what 
ſhall I ſay of this prudith, imprudent girl? 
What precipitate folly ! Surely gravity is 
generally a veil to lightneſs and indiſeretion. 
But I'll ſay no more to fo good a judge of 
what is right and proper, than that I hope 
my dear mother will now think me entitled 
to ſhare an equal degree of her affection with 
my lifter, 

I have now, madam, to addreſs you on 
another ſubject to aſł your advice about a 
profeſſion. I am dubious. Sometimes I in- 
cline to the red coat, ſometimes I have a pro- 
penſity to the black. Law I deteſt, tis too 
dry and ſevere a ſtudy for me; and when I 
Con- 
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conſider the many cauſes in which our moſt 
eminent pleaders are obliged to ſupport in- 
juſtice by the forms of law, and to baniſh 


reaſon and equity for the name of juſtice, I 


am confirmed in my diſlike, . Phyſic is fit 
only for grey beards. A young fellow can't 


put on ſapience with his wig. A ſtarch'd 
phiz is a grimace I can't aſſume. It would fit 


as aukwardly upon me, as the cane upon my 


button hole. Well then, the church or the 
army. You, madam, ſhall determine for me. 
Nay, if you give the preference to law, or 
phyſic, I know your opinion will be found- 
ed on, and ſupported by reaſon, 

I ſubmit myſelf to your deciſion, and am, 
dear and honoured madam, 

Your ever dutiful ſon, 


FREDERICK VILLARS, 
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Mrs. VILLARS to Mr. V 1LLARS. 


DEAR SON, 
OUR ſurprize on hearing the officer's- 
information, ſcarcely equalhęd my con- 


cern, when I read your unkigd/remarks on 
your ſiſter's behaviour; whilſt I blame her 
imprudence, I muſt do juſtice to the good- 
neſs of her heart. A mild and gentle diſpo-- 
ſition is moſt ſuſceptive of the tender paſ- 
lon, She was betrayed into inadvertency by 
a love which took its riſe from gratitude... 
Had ſhe poſſeſſed leſs ſoftneſs, or been actu- 
ated by a ſpark of coquetry, perhaps ſhe - 
had not entered into this precipate engage- 
ment, Then, inſtead of being deceived by 
the profeſſions of another, ſhe would have 
practiſed and been at laſt the dupe of her 
own artifice, She has ated improperly, Juſ- 
tice 
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tice demands this confeſſion, but charity diſa 
poſes me to aſſign the moſt favourable mo- 


tives for the actions of all my fellow crea. 
tures, Is not maternal affection an additi- 


onal-plea for my forgiveneſs of the only er- 
ror of a beloved child? I cannot recall*the 
paſt. I am only accountable for any neglect 
of my own to promote the happineſs of the 
offender. I may avert the conſequences of an 
2Ction I could not prevent, Can I ſupplicate 
2t the throne of mercy for a pardon. which 
J have not extended to the infirmities of 
others? When divine goodneſs is ever prone . 
to ſave, ſhall human weakneſs dare to con- 
demn without mercy ? Is fraternal love en- 
tirely baniſhed from your boſom ? Can you 
envy a ſiſter the ſhare ſhe poſſeſſes in the 
affection of a mother? My heart is equally 
divided between my children. Believe me, 
my ſon, it is not by depreciating your ſiſter 


merit nor exaggerating her fault, that you 
8 can 
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can heighten my love and eſteem for you. 
If you wiſh to preſerve them, recall that 
tenderneſs for Fiavia, which will influence- 
you to excuſe in her the frailties incident 
to humanity, To boaſt your own ſuperio- 
rity derogates from it, I believe the con- 
duct of both will henceforth gratify my 
wiſhes, and you need not be apprehenſive of 
my ſuperior fondnels- for your ſiſter whilſt 
you continue to be deſerving, and are kind 
to her. 

Your general reflections on gravity are in- 
judicious, and ſhew more of petulance than 
obſervation, Becaufe your ſiſter has been im- 
prudent, muſt the ſerious character be ſuſ- 
pected ? Her error was no conſequence of 
her gravity, nor any impeachment of real 

'prudence, which is the concomitant, or ra- 
ther an eſſential part of virtue. 


| will now anſwer your requeſt, I have 
a0 reafons for recommending a profeflion 
for 
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| biaffed choice, You will ſay no perſon would 


grant, that it is natural to conſider a tempo- 
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for which you have no inclination ; yet the 
livelineſs of your diſpoſition makes me appre- 
henſtve, that your preference of the church 
to law and phyſic, is not the effe& of real 
deſire for the ſacred function, but that it is 
in conſequence of the living in my gift. But 
as I never told you I intended it for you, ſo 
I now aſſure you I always determined never 
to beſtow it upon you, unleſs I had a moral 


conviction that this profeflion was your un- 


chuſe that ſituation in life which was not 


likely to ſupply its conveniencies ; and [ 


ral proviſion as well as ſpiritual advantage; 
but ſhall the temporal proviſion be the /ole or 
principal inducement in fixing our choice, 
and abſorb the important intereſt of life! 
Left worldly conſiderations ſhould biaſs you, 
and to fulfil my promiſe to a friend, I will 


impart to you lord B* *# ®'s - generous 
offer 
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offer, You know he was under obligation 
to your dear father ; and in return he deſired 
me, if ever you expreſt any propenſity to a 
military life, to acquaint you that he would 
give you the command of a company, He 
added, that as this profeſſion was not likely 
to be my choice for you, he intreated I would 
keep his deſign a ſecret unleſs you hinted a 
wiſh for the army. I have acquitted myſelf 
of the enjoined information, and if your pre- 
ference of the church was only incited by 
the proſpect of a living, you have now a 
counterbalance, If the army is your choice, 
remember, the proper buſineſs of an officer 
1s not dreſs and gallantry, but an unwearied 
aliduity in ſupporting the rights of his king 
and country, and preſerving order and regu- 
larity amongſt his ſoldiers; that as his ſta- 
tion expoſes him continually to danger, ſo 
it is incumbent on him to ſubdue the fear 
of death, by performing the purpoſes of life, 
Vol. I. 1 8 


178 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER. 


He ſhould equally avoid raſhneſs and cow. 
ardice, He muſt never ſeparate his idea of a. 
man of true honour, from that of a ſincere 
chriſtian, I refer you to Maſon's CaraQta, | 
cus, where Arviragus ſays, 

« Give me courage 


That knows not rag; ® * 
SF V.17-@ 


Let me not thirſt for carnage, but for conqueſt; 
And conqueſt gain'd, ſleep vengeance in my 
breaſt 

Ere in its ſheath my ſword.” 
Whatever profeſſion you chuſe, let your 
choice be founded on the moſt laudable mo- 
tives, Whether you determine for the 
church or army, I muſt infiſt on your giving 
a probationary aſſurance that your choice 
is the reſult of good principles. You ought 
not to accept lord B. kind gift, without 
teſtifying ſome proof of your deſert, by ſer- 
ving as a volunteer; and as for the living 


in my diſpoſal, I will never beſtow it on 
any 
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any perſon who has not conſcientiouſly diſ- 
charged the duties of the ſacred funCtion, 
When affluent circumſtances permit any 
man to reſign all pecuniary advantage for 
the defence of his country, it is generous 
to ſupport ſuch a ſpirit of patriotiſm ; but, 
if after having given convincing teſtimonies 
of the ſincerity of his profeſſion, by nobly 
hazarding life for the public ſafety, a per- 
ſoa not bleſt with the goods of fortune, ac- 
cepts a lucrative reward for military ſer- 
vices, who can blame him, when to every 
trade and profeſſion ſome worldly advantage 
is annexed ? By a faithful diſcharge of the 
duties of the ſituation you prefer, you ac- 
quire a right to its temporal privileges : ** The 
* labourer is worthy of his hire.” Ever ſince 
the earlieſt ages, the promulgators of chriſ- 
tianity have been appointed a lucrative fruit 
cf their labours in the church. 


N 2 I ſhall 
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I ſhall readily acquieſce in your ſerious. 
determination; for I am, my dear ſon, 
Your moſt affectionate mother, 
SOPHIA VILLARS.. 


LETTER XKEX. 


Mr. SPENCER to Mrs. VIL LARS. 


Mapa, 
SHOULD not properly diſcharge the 
office you entruſted me with, if I con- 
cealed from you the danger to which your 
ſon is expoſed, Your piety will enable you 
to ſupport my information with fortitude,, 
and your ſuperior judgement dictate to you 
the moſt likely means of redreſs. 

Mc, Villars has, it ſeems, for ſome time 
frequented a ſociety of free thinkers, as they 
call themſelves ; free livers and infidels, ate 
more ſignificant appellations. A friend of 
mine, who came this week to Oxford, and is 


acquainted with one of the fraternity, Ws 
on 
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on Tueſday night admitted into their club, 
but being ſoon diſguſted, left them and came 
to me. After repeating ſome of the conver- 
fation, he expreſſed a particular concern 
that Mr, Villars, whom he had ſeen with 
me, was amongſt the company. My furprize 
was great, for though I had heard ſome in- 
ſtances of his reliſh for pleaſure, yet as he 
ſeemed properly affected by my remonſtran- 
ces, I had noreaſon to fear he was vicious 
from principle. I inſtantly ſent for him, 
and told him what I bad heard. He owned 
the charge. I aſked him how he could de- 
fend himſelf to you; he ſigh'd and anſwer - 
ed, he had only deſerted principles which 
ſeemed to him founded on prejudice, for ſuch 
opinions as appeared certain and incontro- 
vertible. I would ſend you the whole of our 
conferrence, but I think it would be better 
you ſhould have the riſe and progreſs of his 
deviation from himſelf. I have flattering 

N 3 hopes 
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hopes of his converſion, when evidence 
drawn from the fountain of truth flow from 
your pen with all the graces of elocution. 
The unſuſpecting goodneſs of his heart, and 
the remarkable ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition, 
have contributed to his deluſion, . He finds 
ke is the idol of all ſocieties, and he has not 
reſolution to combat any pernicious tenet, 
however contrary to his deliberate opinion, 
I ſhall not conceal from him the ſubſtance 


of this letter. I am, madam, with repeated 
aſſurances of my care and good wiſhes, 
Your moſt faithful, 
and obedient humble ſetvant, 
H. SPENCER. 
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LETTER Es 
Mrs. VIILARS to Mr. SPENCER. 


Sin, 
OUR letter gave me a ſhock that de- 
Y prived me of my ſenſes : for ſome time 
[ ſunk into a ſtate of inſenſibility, but when 
[ recovered, I ſummoned to my aid all the 
-owers of reaſon and religion, and find my 
Hopes revive, I hope the Deity will ſupply 
me with irreſiſtible arguments to reſtore my 
unhappy ſon. When my children were with 
me, I never conſideted my own care as ſuf- 
ncient for their preſervation, but implored fer 
them the protection of the Almighty, who 
bas permitted my child to be deluded by 
{aiſe principles; but I hope a conviction of 
bis error will ſecute him unthaken in the 
truth, 
I and by your letter, fir, that he had not 
been altogether fautleſs before this ſad devia- 


N 4 tion, 
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tion. I thank you for your kind remon- 
ſtrances. He ſeemed affected by them, you 
ſay; perhaps my ignorance of his folly was 
beſt for both, ſince I could ſcarcely have 
been filent, and frequent reproof might have 
fatigued him and endeared his pleaſures.—I 
need not intreat you, fir, to be watchful over 
him. Be ſo good as to acquaint me, when 
he perſiſts in any error; but, as youth is 
impatient of controul, and my ſon's diſpoſi- 
tion, though petulant, is truly generous, 
you will increaſe his attachment to your 
perſon, and obſervance of your admonitions, 
rather by a confidence in him, than by ſhew- 
ing any ſuſpicion of his future behaviour, 
I have a juſt ſenſe of your lively attention 
to my ſon's true intereſt; and am, ſir, with 
real eſteem, 
Your obliged humble ſervant, 
SOPHIA VILLARS, 
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LETTER XXXIIL 
Mr. VIILARS to Mrs. VILLARS. 


R. Spencer has told me that he has 
complained of me to my dear mother, 
and I fear her heart condemns my devia- 
tion from the principles I imbibed from 
ner, 

{ will confeſs to you, madam, that my 
reaſon is puzzled, but not convinced, and 
that though I have forſaken the prejudices 
(as they appeared to me) of youth, and 
adopted ſuch opinions as ſeem perfectly 
conſonant to nature; yet, when I quit the 
ſociety of my free-thinking companions, 
| find myſelf in an uneaſy doubtful ſtate, 
Lou wiſh, I am ſure, to know the tenets 
of theſe gentlemen, Some even diſbelieye 
the being of a God, and center all enjoy- 
ment in the pleaſures of ſenſe ; others 
make 
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make a jeſt of rev ation and a futnre ſtats, 
and call all relizion prieſt-craft, ' Some of 
my friends, indeed, act on a more ſublime 
principle. They conſider virtue as its own 
reward, and deny a future-rechmpence, the 
hope of which'they call an ifitereſted motive 
of action. But the ſublimity'pf this doctrine 
is leſs captivating to youthful minds, than 
the opinion that the pleaſures of ſenſe are 
the only purpoſes of life. The gay gentle- 
men laughed at my ſcruples, ridiculed the 
 . prejudices of education, and maintained 
that the ſoul is corruptible and diſſoluble 
as the body. They tell me that the no- 
tion of a God is an improbable and irra- 
tional ſuppoſition; that it is inconſiſtent 
'to imagine a ſuperintending power, who 
-permits vice to triumph, and virtue to 
ſuffer. | 
What reaſon, ſay they, have we for the 
belief that there is ſuch a Being, whom ; 
We 


} 
| 
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we never ſaw nor can have any idea of ?— 
To me, madam, I muſt own it is matter 
of aſtoniſhment, that a Being, who could 
foreſee the frailty of man, did not create 
him incapable of error, Indeed, it may now 
be ſaid, we are mere paſſive agents; for, 
« if there's a Power above us,” we can 
act only as the Deity impels us, and may 
charge him with our miſtakes, —My com- 
panions tell me that revelation is ſupported 
only upon the evidence of weak enthuſiaſts; 
who, though they reſiſted to death, were 
under the influence either of madneſs or ob- 
Ainacy, | 

You will be ſurprized, my dear mother, 
that with theſe ſentiments I aſked your ad- 
vice about the church or army, I will inge- 
nuouſly confeſs my purpoſe; I have not 
the leaſt propenſity for the Jatter, though 
with my opinions I cannot be a ſincere 
votary to the former, I would not mention 
the 
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the church only, fearing you ſhould diſco- 
ver the motive, which was (to own the 
truth) the poſſeſſion of the living. I hoped 
you would recommend the church after ] 
had given this alternative, 'i'nis ſcheme, 
however, was projected by my friends, and 
I felt a remorſe after my compliance, which 
their gaiety ſoon diſſipated. Before I knew 
this ſet, my inclinations ſtrongly inclined 
me to holy orders, but the new light they 
placed things in, gave me a diſreliſh for the 
profeſſion. When I firſt told them of the 
living in your gift, they advis'd me to a 
ſale of it, and to live like a gentleman. I 1 
was too well acquainted with your ſenti- 
ments to ſuppoſe you would ſell your right 
of preſentation, I had, indeed, often heard 
you blame ſuch proceedings, and the be- 
ſtowing ſpiritual endowments for temporal 
conſiderations, —When theſe gentlemen 


found my worldly intereſt connected with 
a the 
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the ſpiritual profeſſion, they adviſed me to 
lay aſide all ſcruples, and to accept any 
means of enjoying life, I did at laft con- 
ſent, but on calm reflection could: not ac- 
quit my conſcience, | 

I know, madam, you ſhudder at my con- 
dition, but do not abſolutely condemn me. 
| a& in conformity with my belief, but I 


am not happy; perhaps 'tis in your power 
to convince my reaſon : my inclinations are 


11Quating. 
Lam, dear and honoured madam, 
Your dutiful ſon, 


FREDERICK VILLARS. 
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LTT. LT N EX 
Mrs. VILLARS to Mr. VIILAxRCS. 


* OUR change of ſentiment, my dear 
ſon, in the moſt important article of 

life, gave me an inexpreſſible ſhock ; but 
the confi.lence you have repoſed in me, and 
the impatience with which you expect my 
anſwer, ſupport my hopes that you are not 
incorrigibly bent on your own deſtruction, [ 
have addreſſed myſelf with fervour to the 
Supreme Being for inſtruction in the means 
to effect your converſion, 
„Po not condemn me,” you ſay; « I 

c act in conformity with my belief.” My 
dear child, you deceive yourſelf, Your be- 
lief is a conſequence of faulty actions. 
Pleaſure firſt deluded you, and you wiſhed 
to reconcile your principles with your prac- 
tices. Thus you became ſuſceptible of bad 
imprefſions, Vicious habits gave riſe to in- 
| credulity 
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dulity with regard to the moſt evident and 
eſſential truths. From wiſhes that there 
might be no God to puniſh vice, you were 
ealily perſuaded into a belief that there is 
none. Surely it is impoſſible a perſon who 
thinks, can deny the being of a God, The 
Plalmiſt hath pronounced, that“ the fool 
« hath ſaid in his heart, There is no God ;” 
and the Apoſtle, that “ the wiſdom of the 
« world is fooliſhneſs with God.“ 

„What reaſon, you ſay, can we have to 
« believe the exiſtence of a Being we never 
« ſaw, nor can form an idea of?“ Tell me, 
my ſon, how we can form any idea of our 
own ſouls, but from their operations? The 
body is only an unanimated maſs, incapa- 
ble of motion, without the influence of an 
enlivening principle. By the ſame manner 
that we trace the ſoul in the actions of the 
body ; we may be certain of the exiſtence 
of a Supreme Being, from the larger ope- 
rations 
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rations of the univerſe. Indeed every object 
around us is a proof of a Deity, *in whom 
«© we live, move, and have our being,” 
Every perception of our ſenſes is impreſſed 
by the wiſdom of the Almighty. He con- 
verſes with human beings by the interven- 
tion of ſenſible objects: By a viſual lan- 
guage he declares his own exiſtence, 

Why do you ſubmit your faith to the ſug- 
geſtions of the worldling, or the ſenſualiſt, 
who will not allow themſelves ſufficient at. 
tention for the inveſtigation of truth ? If 
it were even impoſſible to attain a demonſira- 
tion of a God, and future ſtate, yet remem- 
ber what your favourite Socrates ſays ; If 
ce there be no future fate, I ſhall ſuffer no- 
« thing, and I now rejoice in Hope; if there 
be, I ſhall be happy.” 

You are alſo aſtoniſhed, you ſay, * that 
« an Omniſcient Being who could foreſee 
« the frailty of man, did not cteate him 

& ;ncapable 
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«;jncapable of error ;” yet you add, If 
« there's a power above us, we are now 
« mere paſſive agents, : for we can act only 
« as the Deity impels us.“ Here you com- 
plain of being paſſive; in the former caſe you 
dire to be ſo; but you do not wiſh to de- 
ſerve the eternal rewards of virtue, Why do 
you- accuſe the Almighty of your errors ? 
God's preſcience does not deſtroy our free 
will, 
God made us perfect, not immutable; 
„ Sufiicient to have ſtood, tho? free to fall; 
Not free, what proof could they have giv'n, 
6 ſincere 
* Of true allegiance, conſtant faith, or love, 
„Where only what they needs muff do, ap- 
pear'd, 
Not what they avould.—If God foreknew, 
« Foreknowledge had no influence on their 
fault, 
Which had no leſs prov'd certain, unfore 
known,” 


Vol. I, O It 
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It is now in your power by obedience to 
inherit eternal bliſs, Why do you then de. 
fire impoſſibilities? For a created, muſt be 
an accountable being, If you remain un- 
active, becauſe your actions cannot alter ſu- 
preme decrees, you are certain, that for theſe 
very omiſſions of duty, you muſt be inevita- 
bly doomed by the decrees of God to miſery. 

Lou argue againſt the notion of a Su- 


preme Being, becauſe virtue ſuffers, and 
vice is triumphant ; but when you talk in 
this manner, remember you muſt exclude 
externals, which may be rendered good or 
evil by our uſe or abuſe of them, The in- 
genious Mr, Harris defines the ſcurreigu 
goed to be ſelf derived, durable, and inde- 
privabie, and accommodate to all times and 
places. He demonſtrates the inſufficiency of 
ambitious purſuits, of lucrative views, of 
pleaſures, and of a contemplative life, His 
&rſt concluſion is, that the ſovereign good 


_ 
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confiſts © in attaining the primary and juſt 
« requiſites of our nature by a conduct 
« ſuitable to virtue,” But this defmition 
he finds to be inconſiſtent with human un- 
certainty, ** for the ſame event happens to 
« the righteous and the wicked,” This leads 
to other conſiderations, and the reſult is, 
he determines the ſovereign good to lie in 
rectitude of conduct; and that this good 
correſponds with all his preconceptions of 
being ſel derived, durable and indeprivable. 
But beſtdes, that he makes this only an hy- 
potheſis, he aſſerts, that this conſcious rec- 
titude is all-ſufficient ? and inſtances Epi- 
curus, and others, the motive of ' whoſe ac - 
tions appeared laudable to themſelves. When 
he mentions Socrates; he attributes his for-- 
titude in ſuffering ſolely to the ſufficiency of 
virtue, which ought to be referred to an 
higher ſource ; for Socrates firmly believed a 
future tate, though he had not received the 
O 2 promiſes _ 
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promiſes contained in revelation. That there- 
have been many perſons who have reſigned 


life rather than betray their country, merely 


from the ſpirit of patriotiſm, is an undoubt- 
ed truth ; but can we agree with this inge- 
nious author, that “ if theſe moral and dic. 
vine habits be our intereſt, we need not 
© ſeek for a better ?” I have an intereſt, he 
ſays, compatible with the ſpot on which [ live; 
but will he refign an intereſt in“ that inhe- 
cc ritance which fadeth not away?“ With- 
out adding the hope of a future retribution, 
this excellent writer's ſyſtem is imperfect. 
His plan naturally tends to excite our expec- 
tations, that he will trace the ſovereign good 
to its pureſt ſource, and ſhew that we derive 
our happineſs from our hope of a future ſtate, 
which we owe to revelation ; for without 


that we can form no rational and conſiſtent 
hope of acceptance with the Almighty. 


Believe me, my child, true religion is the 
only 
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only real ſecurity for happineſs, and chriſ- 
tianity is the only true religion. I will ſoon 
reſume this ſubject in another letter, being 
unable to add more now, than that I am, 


y dear ſon, 


Your ever affectionate mother, 


SOPHIA VILLARS, 
LETTER XEXXIV, 
Mrs. ViLLARs to Mr. VIILARS. 


My DAR so, 
H E more I conſider the cauſe of your 
error, the more I am convinced that 
you deceive yourſelf in the ſuppoſition that 
you were convinced by the reaſonings of your 
companions, If your inclinations had not 
been previouſly engaged on the ſide of plea- 
ſure, I ſhouid not have feared your being” 
entangled in the thin web of ſophiſtical ar- 
gument. You diſbelieve revelation. Amaz- | 
ing! that a perſon ſo incredulous in a be- 


O 3 lief 
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lief of importance to falvation, the belief of 
a revelation corroborated by every circum- 
ſtance which can awaken conviction, ſhould 
yield aſſent to the unſupported aſſertions of 
a few intereſted pleaders, Chriſtianity is the 
true infereſt of every individual, What! 
becauſe revelation is agreeable to natural 
reaſon ; ſhall ſome immediately imagine the 
latter alone ſufficient ; not conſidering that 
we derive our rays of light from revelation, 
and ought not to aſcribe them to natural 
Treaſon. 

Shall we be leſs powerfully incited to 
godlineſs, becauſe it has the promiſe of a 
future reward? Or ſhalk we be leſs prone 
to vice, when we are freed from the dread 
of future puniſhment? We purſue thoſe 
means which promiſe us temporal gratih- 
cations, and ſhall we diſdain to ſupport by 
our actions a well founded hope of heayen- 


ly felicity? What further proof of the 
truth 
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truth of tevelation can you require than has 
been often given? Our Saviour's doctrines 
are as pure as his life: 4 Never man ſpake 
like this man.“ The conſiſtency of his 
precepts with the real happineſs of human 
kind, inclined many to think they muſt 
come from God, and a chain of miracles 
confirmed the truth of his divine miſſion. 
No man can do theſe miracles which thou 
« doſt, except God be with him.” God 
would never permitevil ſpirits to work mira- 
cles, which would deceive mankind to their 
irreparable injury, To accuſe of enthufiaſm 
our Saviour and his Apoſtles, proves either 
the weakneſs of the accuſers” heads, or the 
turpitude of their hearts; for beſides, that 
the conſiſtency of their doctrines and exam- 
ples evince their incontrovertible truth; en- 
thuſiaſts would have been incapable of the 
actual performance of miracles, though they 
might have ſuppoſed themſelves capable of per- 
O4 forming 
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forming them.— It has been objected, that 
the Apoſtles' belief in our Saviour was an 
enthuſiaſtic confidence, and that many per- 
ſons have reſigned life in a wrong cauſe. 
How was it poſſible there could be any im- 
poſition on their ſenſes? If there was, that 
muſt have been in itſelf a miracle. Could 
they mean to deceive others? They had no 
proſpect of temporal advantage. On the con- 
trary, St. Paul ſays, If in this life only we 
* had hope in Chriſt, we“ (thoſe who devo 
ted themſelves at that time to his ſervice) 
© are of all men moſt miſerable,” They 
were-convinced, by the teſtimony of their 
ſenſes, of the truth of our Saviour's miracles 
before his ſufferings, and afterwards of his 
reſurrection and aſcenſion. -Even the traitor 
Judas, who betrayed. him, could not alledge 
a ſingle argument to diſprove his divine 
commiſſion ; and thoſe likewiſe, who dared 


to raiſe an unjuſt report after his reſarrection, 
| did 


" 
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did not attempt to puniſh the men whom . 
they accuſed of ſtealing his body, and found 
their malice ineffectual to rouſe the popular 
clamour. 

It has indeed been urged, that Chriſt's 
reſurteAtion would have been much more 
indubitable if he had appeared to the chief 
prieſts and the people. But nothing can be 
more weak than this objection. For they 
muſt either have ſtill diſbelieved Chriſt's re- 
ſurrection, which would have weakened the 
diſciples? evidence, or they would have be- 
lieved on him. But even the teſtimony of his 
enemies, if you could have been convinced of 
his reſurrection, mult be leſs ſatisfatory to 
futute enquirers after truth than that of his 
ciſciples and followers, who were moſt ac- 
quainted with him, and could moſt eaſily 
recognize their maſter on his appearance af- 
ter his reſurrection. Had the chief prieſts be - 


ved, it might have been called a ſtate trick, 


à mere 
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a mere political invention to confirm the 
truth of the Meſſiah, of whom they had long 
expreſſed an expectation; a fraud might eafi. 
1y have been carried on, which would hare 
ſuited the prej udices of the people, (Deiſts 
might then have urged) and if diſcover'd, 
none would have dared to expoſe it in oppoſi- 


ſition to the whole ſtate; and ſuppoſing no 
fraud, modern Infidels have no ſtronger mo- 
tive of conviction on theſe additional eviden- 
ces. The diſciples would not then have ba- 
-Zarded perſecutions and martrydom, which 
circumſtancesare the ſtrongeſt corroborations 
-of their belief in Chriſt, and the truth of 
their evidence. The time would not have 
come, prophecied by our Saviour, when 
* Whoſoever killed his diſciples would think 
ce he did God ſervice.” In the world, ſays 
© he, ye ſhall have tribulation ;”” but on the 
foregoing ſuppoſition from whence was it to 


ariſe? 
The 
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The veracity of the Apoſtles is proved 
not only by the tendency of their precepts, 
and the excellence of their lives, but from 
the ſilence of their inveterate enemies, and 
the teſtimony of ſucceeding writers. They 
did not reſign their lives in the madneſs of 
enthuſiaſm, but in the rational ſupport of 
the chriſtian doctrines. They were << faith- 
ful unto death, and had the hope of re- 
« ceiving the crown of life.“ Let me add, 
that the benefits of chriſtianity extend to all 
mankind who act in conformity with their 
belief: and I hope its doctrines will enlight- 
en all thoſe who now ** fit in darkneſs,” If 
you are yet unſatisfied of all the truth of a 
religion, that has flouriſhed in deſpite of the 
oppoſitions of ignorance, I adviſe you to a 
re-peruſal of the Minute Philoſopher; Dr. 
Clarke on natural and revealed religion; 
Lyttelton on St. Paul's Converſion; Weſt 
on the ReſurreQion, and particularly the 
New 


204 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER, 


New Teſtament. The more you examine 
Scripture, the ſtronger will be your aſſurance 
of its truth, | 
Do not read ſu perficially, nor fatigue your- 
ſelf by an unremitted attention, but ſet apart 
ſome time every day for theſe important ſub- 
Jets, and reflect on what you read. 
I donot aſk you, my dear child, to anſwer 
| theſe letters immediately. Conſider what I 
have written, and how you ought to think and 
act. I have not endeavoured to recommend 
mere ſpeculative tenets, but to exhort you to 
a belief that will animate your practice of 
every chriſtian duty. To inſpire you with 
ſucha truſt and confidence in God's promiſes, 
as will bring forth the fruits of an holy and 
religious life. This is the Chriſtian's ſaving 
Faith. I will conclude my letter with two ex- 
amples which will enforce what J have ſaid. 
Mr. Johnſon (whom you knew) reſted his 
"whole conduct on the all-ſufficiency and ſub- 
* Imity 
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ſimity of virtue, and deſpiſed revelation. He 
perſevered in the opinion for twenty years, 
He then felt the oppreſſion of misfortune, 
He received an offer of redreſs by means in- 
compatible with virtue. What could he do? 
He had no hope of future retribution, to re- 
compence his acquieſcence in the impending 
ſuffering. His happineſs depended on the pre- 
ſent moment, The alternative was, a ſaeri- 
fice of virtue, or a reſignation of the plea- 
ſures of a life, which he believed compre» 
hended his being, If this life was the whole 
of his exiſtence, it would have been folly to 
have reſigned its delights on any conſidera- 
tion, He then gave up the principle, which 
he found inſufficient to conſtitute happineſs, . 
Pleaſure became the governing directreſs of 
bis ations, He gratifiedevery inordinate wiſh, 
he indulged every Juxuriant thought. Yet 
happineſs {till flitted before him, and ſoared 
above his purſuit, In the height of his intem- 


perance 
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New Teſtament. The more you examine 
Scripture, the ſtronger will be your aſſurance 
of its truth, 
Do not read ſu perficially, nor fatigue your- 
ſelf by an unremitted attention, but ſet apart 
ſome time every day for theſe important ſub- 
Jects, and reflect on what you read. 
Ido not aſk you, my dear child, to anſwer. 
theſe letters immediately. Conſider what 1 
have written, and how you ought to think and 
act. I have not endeavoured to recommend 
mere ſpeculative tenets, but to exhort you to 
a belief that will animate your practice of 
every chriſtian duty. To inſpire you with 
:ſucha truſt and confidence in God's promiſes, 
as will bring forth the fruits of an holy and 
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Mr. Johnſon (whom you knew) reſted his 
hole conduct on the all-ſufficiency and ſub- 
| _ limity 
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ſimity of virtue, and deſpiſed revelation. He 
perſevered in the opinion for twenty years, 
He then felt the oppreſſion of misfortune, 
He received an offer of redreſs by means in- 
compatible with virtue. What could he do? 
He had no hope of future retribution, to re- 
compence his acquieſcence in the impending 
ſuffer ing. His happineſs depended on the pre- 
ſent moment. The alternative was, a ſaeri- 
fice of virtue, or a reſignation of the plea- 
ſures of a life, which he believed compre- 
hended his being, If this life was the whole 
of his exiſtence, it would have been folly to 
have reſigned its delights on any conſidera- 
tion, He then gave up the principle, which 
he found inſufficient to conſtitute happineſs, . 
Pleaſure became the governing directreſs of 
bis ations, He gratifiedevery inordinate wiſh, 


he indulged every luxuriant thought. Yet 
happineſs ſtill flitted before him, and ſoared 
above his purſuit, In the height of his intem- 

f perance 
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perance he was attacked with a violent il 
neſs, and his mind laboured with-apprehen- 
ſions of futurity, The idea of an avenging 
God, whoſe Being he had denied, haunted 
him with inceſſant terrors. His companions 
rallied his puſillanimity,but found themſelves 
infected with the contagion of his deſpair, 
and were incapable of affording him any con- 
folation, They ſaw the partaker of their riot 
and debauchery, an early victim to intempe- 
rance, How joyfully would he have indulged 
the hope of annihilation, to be releaſed from 
the torturing fears of endleſs miſery ; .but the 
proſpect of death preſented to his affrighted 
ſoul the certainty of future retribution, 
Sometimes, in an agony of deſpondency, he 
upbraided the Divine Author of his being, 
2nd imprecated horrible execrations againſt 
his companions in libertiniſm; at others, he 
attempted toſupplicate for mercy at thethrone 


of hearen; but no ray of hope could ir- 
radjate 
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radiate the gloom of deſpondency, He had' 


deſpiſed that Being, to whom in diſtreſs. he 
applied for forgiveneſs; he had neglected 


the means of ſal vation, and dared not to rely 
upon divine goodneſs, Though labour ing 


under the moſt excruciating pains of body; 
with what earneſtneſs did he wiſh to prolong. 
the date even of corporeal ſuffering, that he 
might attone for paſt tranſgreſſions, and be 


ſaved from eternal torments, But his tempo- 


al miſery ſoon arrived at its completion, and 
ne expired in agonies too dreadful for deſcrip- 


tion, and of which the moſt gloomy imagina» 
tion can ſcarcely form an exaggerated idea, 
How different from theſe were the laſt 
moments of the beſt of men, my huſband, 
and your father] Never can time efface the 
ladly-pleaſing remembraace ! His illneſs you 
know was a fever, which occaſioned a gal- 
loping conſumption, He was ſenſible of ap- 
proaching death, and ſhewed the becoming 
reſignation of a Chriſtian, I will repeat to 
you 


| 
| 
| 
| 


208 THE EXEMPLARY MOTHER? 


you his laſt words, that you may be con- 
vinced, “ the ſting of death is fin,” and may 
obſerve the different manner in which this 
awful circumſtance affects the Libertine and 
the Chriftian.. 

My deareft Sophia, ſaid he, taking my 
hand; the reſignation with which I ſubmit 
to the appointment of Heaven might appear 
to ſome perſons only an indifference to this 
life; but your goodneſs can never ſuſpect 
me of inſenſibility to its bleſſings. I deeply 
Teel for you; but, my deareſt wife, I in- 
treat you by all the motives Chriſtianity 
ſuggeſts, to conquer the violence of your al- 
fliction.— I cannot wiſh you ſhould forget 
me, but I truly pray to the Almighty, that 
you may not preſerve my remembrance to 
diſturb your future tranquillity, Your vir- 
tues will compenſate for my loſs, to my 
children. Thoſe exalted virtues will allo 
direct your future choice; and it is my 


earneſt requeſt, a requeſt the reſult of de · 
| | liberation, 
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liberation, that you will not devote your- - 
ſelf to my memory, if you be addreſſed by a 
perſon whoſe merit claims a right to the in- 
eſtimable treaſure of your heart, 

Here he ſtopt—I threw myſelf on my knees 
by his bed-fide, but had not power to ſpeak. 

With the utmoſt fortitude he ſupported 
the pangs of death. He breathed no murmur 
or diſcontent : he neither wiſhed to haſten 
nor delay the deciſive moment. You ſee my 
deareſt, ſaid he, about an hour before he 
breathed his laſt, the fear of death is only na- 
tural to the ſinner, The Chriſtian knows he 
cannot die, I leave you in the protection of 
the Almighty. He will be a father to the 
fatherleſ-, and a benefactor to the widow, [ 
ſubmit to the divine will, and yet to bid you 
a long adieu is almoſt too much for human 

nature to ſupport ;—but we ſhall meet, ne- 

ver to part again | 

With what tenderneſs did he embrace us! 
lt is not to be expreſſed.— I can. only add, 

Vor. I, P | that:. 
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that his death was as ttuly excellent and edi- 
fying as his life was exemplary. This ſub- 
ject is fo affecting that I muſt for a few mi. 


nutes lay aſide my pen. 
* „* „ «„ #* 


I have often deſired, and I now repeat my 
requeſt, that you would place an entirecon- 
fidence in me, Why are you ſo unwilling to 
treat me as a friend ? Have I ever excited 
your fear by an undue exertion of maternal 
authority? I hope ſuch a confidence as J 
propoſe would be a reſtraint on every irregu- 
lar propenſity, and that your promiſe and du · 
ty to me would be additional ties to ſecure 
your attention to your true intereſt, If paſ- 
ſion plead the cauſe of pleaſure, reflect on 
the brevity of human life, and the eternal du- 
ration of future felicity, My heart expands 
with hope. Be aſſured, my dear, that the 
proſelyte fon will reſtore the happineſs of 

His tenderly affectionate mother, 
SOPHIA VILLARS. 
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LETT E R xxxv. 
The Rev. Mr. STANLEY to Mrs. Vu Ans ; 


MapAu, 

| AM credibly informed that Mr, Wil- 

liams lies at the point of death, and hope 
you will have no objection to my ſucceedin 
him in the rectory of G#**#*##, till your ſon 
is of age to be inducted into it. My family 
s numerous and increaſing ; this circum 
| fance will, I flatter myſelf, be a ſtrong re- 
commendation to ſo benevolent a dif poſition. 
You may depend on my care of the pariſhi- 
oners, and that they ſhall ſuffer no improper 
exertion of my power. I make no doubt you 
vill pardon my impatience for your anſwer, . 
ad believe you will not think me preſump- 
tuous in indulging expectations of ſucceſs. 

I am, madam, 
Your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, . 


JOHN STANLEY. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


Mrs. VILL ARS to Mr. STAanLEy. 


SIR, 
R, Williams is really in a dangerous 


ſtate, yet ſuch as does not threaten a 
ſudden diflolution : I would on no account 


make à promiſe to any one during the life 
of an incumbent; but, if this gentleman 
was actually deceaſed, I could not transfer 
a living to a perſon who (pardon, fir, a free- 
dom you have incurred) has u recommen- 
dation on which to found a reaſonable hope, 
A numerous and increaſing family with a ſmall 
provifion, are certainly powerful incitements 
to a parent's endeavours for their mainte- 
nance. But theſe circumſtances only, though 
they have a claim to our pity and affiſtance, 
are no recommendation to any effice. He 
who wiſhes to receive, ſhould firſt deſerve a 


benefit, An honeſt heart, though accompa- 
nied 
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nied with a weak head, has a better claim 
o ſuch a preſentation, than the fineſt abili- 
ties without a proper application. Yet, 1 
:cknowledge the preference- due to theſe 
wiited qualifications, 

could never think even of repaying an 
obligation by conferring an improper gift.— 
A mere promiſe of your care of my pariſh, 
cannot obliterate the remembrance of your 
negligence of domef{ic and ſocial duties. 7 
muſt act conformably to ny character, and 
with 54 had ſupported the W of your 
ſacred function. | 

tis a matter of real concern to me, that 
your conduct affords no motive for my com- 
pliance with your requeſt. If it is in my 
power to be ſerviceable to your family, 
conliſteutly with my principles, you may 
depend on the readineſs with which bo will 
prove myſelf to be 

Their and your ſincere friend, 
1 VILLARS, 
I 
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LETTER XXXVII, 


Sir HENRY MouNTENEy to Mrs, VILLaxs, 


Mapan, 
Fe? tell you that I have long felt the 
higheſt eſteem for your virtues, is only 
expreſſing the ſentiments of an admiring 
world; but, may I be permitted to mention 


a particular attachment to your perſon, and 
ſhall I be forgiven if I breathe a preſump- 
tuous hope that you will reward my paſſion? 


My fituation in life gives me a 1ight to 
pleaſe myſelf, and my utmoſt wiſh will be 
gratified, if I have the happineſs of pleaſing | 
you. My eſtate is clear 3000 J. per annum. 


Iwill aſſign to your immediate uſe 5000. a 


year, and ſettle upon you and your children 
the whole of my eſtate in caſe of your ſur- 
vivorſhip. I ſhould have made an earlier de- 
claration of my love, had I not been en- 


gaged 
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gaged in a troubleſome law-ſuit, which is 

lately decided in my favour, With what 
impatience I waited the iſſue of it, you can- 
only imagine if you do juſtice to the vio- 

lence of my paſſion. Though I have been 

married, I have never taſted the ſweets of a 

conjugal union. With you, madam, if I 

am ſo happy as to be agreeable to you, I 

ſiall experience the: moſt perſect human 

felicity. Permit me to add, that it was 

not my fault lady Mounteney was not 

nappy: 

Whatever alterations you like to make in 
my manner of life, every thing you deſire, 
will in eonſequenee become my choice. 

| hope you will gratify my impatience by 
an immediate anſwer, Lady Egerton intereſts 
herſelf for me, but would not ſend a letter 
in my favour, as you know my character; 


nd your judgement, ſhe ſays, is infal- 
lle. 
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Be aſſured, madam, there never was a 
purer, more ſincere regard, than that which 
actuates the breaſt of 

Your faithfully devoted ſervant, 


.HENRY MOUNTENEY, 


LETTER XXXVIII. 


Mrs. ViLLARs to Sir HENRY MoUNTENEY, 


8 IR, 

'F H E diſintereſted affection you profels 

for me, demands my earlieſt acknow- 
ledgements; and I will be as explicit as 
you can defire, The ſettlements you propoſe 
to make, infinitely exceed my merit and de- 
fires ; and, indeed ] muſt take the liberty to 
acd ] think no woman with any ſhare of the 
virtues you aſcribe to me, could acquieſce 
in the terms you offered, though your Jove 
repreſents this action in a different Jight, 


You have no children, but you have near 
re lati ons, 
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relations, who may reaſonably hope to find 
you their friena, I have no other motive, 
ſir, for this advice than the deſire of influ- 
encing you to acts of juſtice: I muſt en- 
tirely decline the honour you would do me. 
I have taſted the ſweets of a conjugal union, 
and experienced the mofl per ett human felicity. 
Jam, and ever ſhall be, too much devoted 
to my huſband's memory, to enter into a 
matrimonial contract with another. My 
children are endeared to me ſtill more by 
being the living repreſentatives of their fa- 
ther, and claim all thoſe proofs of tender- 
neſs which were once divided between the 
conjugal and maternal objects of love. 

Your character, fir, engaged my eſteem, 
and your behaviour at the Bath confirmed 
what J had heard; but I can never feel the 
love you would, as a huſband, have a right 
to expect, for any other than Mr. Villars, 


You may poſſibly wiſh me to be your's, in 
the 
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the hope of obtaining by your tendernefs 
the affection you would inſpire; but after 
having enjoyed the happineſs that flows from 
reciprocal love, I cannot reſign my h and 
where I cannot promiſe to give my heart. 
My children will have a genteel ſuffici- 
ency for every rational purpoſe of life, and 
no acceſſion of fortune can be for their ad- 
vantage, which is procured by injuſtice. 
Excuſe, fir, a repetition which may have the 
appearance of ingratitude ; but you have de- 
viated by this propoſal from your character, 
and the concurrence you requeſt would be 
incompatible with mine. My ſon and daugh- 
ter love me as a friend, whilſt they revere 
me as a parent; we have no ſeparate inte- 
reſts, nor would they accept any acquiſition 
that was obtained by the ſacrifice of my, 
peace. 
I do not make it the conſtant ſubject of 
diſcourſe, that I intend never to marry, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe ſuch a conduct might render that de- 
termination ſuſpected, which is not the leſs, 
firm for being concealed, when there is no 
occaſion to diſcover it. 
] ſhall take it as a favour, fir, if you im- 
portune me no further, for my refuſal is the 
reſu}t of deliberation; 1 ſhall always retain a 
juſt ſenſe of your merit, and of the regard, 
you expreſs for me; and am, fir, 
Your ſincere friend, 
and humble ſervant, 
SOPHIA VILLARS> 


LETTER NN 
Mrs. ViLLARs to Lady EGerToON. 


Dear Mapan, 
8¹¹ Henry Mounteney has informed me 


that you intereſt yourſelf in his favour. 
| eſteem your ſilence on this ſubject as an 


additional proof of your friendſhip, I take 
the 
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the liberty of incloſing my anſwer to fir 
Henry in this letter, that your ladyſhip may 
read my ſettled purpoſe ; and I ſhall only 
add on this ſubject, that my diſpoſitien is 
tender, perhaps even to a too exquiſite de- 
gree of ſenſibility, and that no man who 
poſſeſſed a leſs delicate obſervant tenderneſs 
than I experienced from Mr. Villars, could 
render me happy. Love ſuggeſted to me a 
thouſand little attentions, which mere duty 
might fail to inſpire, and which fir Henry's 
affection would give him a right to expect. 
As to my children, I cannot conſent to ha- 
zard their ſubjection to a father in law. Sir 
Henry Mountench's appearance and charac- 
ter, ſeem to indicate a friendly and generous 
mind]; but appearances are ſometimes deceit- 
ful, and my children might forfeit a certain 


happineſs by my dependence on precarious 
events, You Will read my opinion of his 
pecuniary ofters,—If fir Henry mentions to 
your 
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your ladyſhip any further application to me, 
do me the favour, madam, to convince him 
it would be unſucceſsful. 

I am impatient for a. letter from my 
daughter: what can be the occaſion. of her 
continued filence ? If ſhe had been prevent- 
ed from writing by illneſs, and if any other 
intereſting circumſtance had occurred ſince 
her laſt letter, your ladyſhip would have ac- 
quainted me with it, I ſhall depend on a 
line from you or my child in a few poſts. 

I am, madam, with unfeigned regard, 
your ladyſhip's moſt affectionate 
humble ſervant, 


SOPHIA VILLARS. 
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LSTTSk Mt 
Miſs VIILARS to Mrs. VILLARS. 


T* the agony of diſtreſs, I venture to im- 
plore advice and conſolation from my 
deareſt mother. Oh! madam, I deferred 
writing, becauſe I have been revolving over 
and over the ſubje& of your letter; or na- 
ther, to be perfectly ingenuous, I indulged 
a fond deluſive hope, that captain Welmore 
would convince me of his inviolable attach - 
ment, and ſettle my fluctuating thoughts, 
But no letter arrived ; every poſt my heart 
has fluttered with expectation, and every poſt 
I have been diſappointed ! He has been ab- 
ſent more than a month : I was chagrined, 
but more uneaſy, What an addition to my 
miſery, was the intelligence I received 
yeſterday ! I was told that captain Wel- 
more was returned to town, Joyful infor- 
mation! But this only heightened the 
ſhock, 
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ſhock, fot'it was immediately added, that the 
honourable miſs D, ſiſter to lord D-—,. 
who has a fortune of 20,000). at her own 
diſpoſal, is determined 'to beſtow it with 
herſelf upon my faithlefs lover. She accom- 
panied her brother to London, to purchaſe 
wedding eloaths; and to compleat my miſ- 
fortune, by giving her hand to captain Wel- 
more. I ſhuddered on hearing the ſhocking 
tale. Lady Egerton, who perceived a change 
in my countenance, diverted the company's 
attention from me, by complaining of a gid- 
dineſs in her head, While the ladies were 
employed about her, I left the room; Mrs. 
Stamford followed, and found me fainting, 
My ſpirits had been ſo much agitated, that I 
was for ſome time inſenfible of my misfor- 
tune, But I have now recovered ſenſe enough 
to feel all my wretchedneſs. Good God ! can 
there be no dependence on the heart of man? 
What ſhall I do! Shall I upbraid him 

with 
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with perfidy, or ſhall I refign him without 
reminding him of his breach of promiſe? Can 
he be lawfully the huſband of another, who 


has vowed to be only mine? Can Ibe ac- 


ceſſary to ſuch a deception on the young 
lady? Ah! madam, it is for her temporal 
intereſt, and to prevent his eternal miſery, 
that | would divulge his inconftancy, I 
own that love ſtill pleads for him in my 
heart. Had I been able to have offered him 
the gifts of fortune, I ſhould not have been 
abandoned, = Perhaps he loves me,—perhaps 
he fluctuates—Ah! no, if he felt the power 
of love, he would not ſurely heſitate what 

choice to make 
Lady Egerton and Mrs. Stamford pity my 
diſtreſs, and adviſe me to take no ſtep with- 
out your expreſs inſtructions or. concur- 
rence, You will not let me linger in mi- 
ſery, Oh! remember, my dear mother, 
that 


wy 


\4 
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that my future happineſs depends on the 
event of this affair, I muſt ſubſcribe my- 


ſelf, 
Your unhappy daughter, 
FLAVIA VILLARS. 


LETTER: AE 


Mrs, VILLARS to Miſs VILLARS. - 


My DEAR CHILD, | 
SIT down immediately after the peruſal 
of your letter to anſwer it, I ſympathize 


in your uneaſineſs, but I am not inconſo- 


able, for I forſee it will be leſs permanent 
than you imagine. I *beg of you, my love, 
to take no meaſures for preventing the in- 
tended marriage. He is engaged by prior | 
* vows to you, and cannot, you ſay, Jaws + 
*fully be the huſband of another,” Ah! 
my Flavia, had he entered into no engages - 
ment, before he profeſſed himſelf your lover? 

Vet. I. . How 
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How many times may he have been perjured, 
and how many credulous females may lament ' 
his inconſtancy ? His behaviour ſhews the 
wanton cruelty of his heart, It was barba- 
rous to keep up the deception, If he repen- 
ted his vows to you, if he judged your for- 
tune inſufficient for his purpoſes, if luera- 
tive motives allured him to the gilded ſnare, 
henour would have prompted him to a perfect 
confidence in you. He ought to have been 
unreſerved. Perhaps you might. then have 
blamed his inconſtancy, but you muſt have 
applauded his ſincerity. He knew the ten- 
derneſs of your heart, for that fatal tender- 
neſs excited his hopes of ſucceſs, Do not 
deſpond, my dear girl, for the loſs of ſuch a 
man. You are happier in his deſertion, than 
if I had immediately beſtowed your hand, 
where you had given your heart. We ſuffer 
more frequently from the diſappointment of 
our imaginary ſchemes of happineſs, than 

from 
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from the deprivation of real bleſſings. As to 
zvils (though we are too apt to conſider pains | 
and diſappointments as ſuch) they never can 
be inflicted by a gracious providence; for it 
is good for us to be in trouble, that we may 
learn our duty.“ Vice alone, is the ocea- 
fon of real misfortunes. As to the informa- 
tion you propoſe on Miſs Ds account, 
I think from /ome accounts I have heard of 
that lady's diſpoſition, ſhe would only laugh - 
at your ſimplicity, and enjoy a conqueſt that 
gives pain to a rival. I have alſo heard ſhe 
is of a tender mild nature ; but, if this latter 
character he juſt, what could your intima- - 
tion avail? You could only acquaint- her 
that captain Welmore has -violated oaths, _ 
which you velieved to be-ſincere. She would 
molt probably truſt to her own ſuperior : 
charms to ſecure his fidelity, and might 
imagine his addreſs to you, had been rather 
conſequence of your diſcovered fondneſs 

22 than. 
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than the reſult of his real inclination; an 
opinion he would attempt to inſpire or con- 
firm, Vou ought not to encourage a wiſh 
of recalling captain Welmore's heart, He 
may be in diſtreſsful circumſtances from 
which your fortune cannot extricate him, 
You owe to him your life; let gratitude 
then enliven your generoſity to give him a 
proof of diſintereſted regard. He cannot de- 
ſert Miſs D-—, without ruining all his 
aſpiring hopes. You may rekindle his paſ- 
ſion for you, but he may remain dead to ho- 
nour. The thought I know alarms you,— 
Do not deſtroy her happineſs, which, if the 
truly loves, muſt depend on his feeling a 
reciprocal affection. Reflect how wretched 
the leaſt coolneſs muſt render ſeer, who, as 
his wife, will be entitled to his tendereſt re- 
gard, Love eafily diſtinguiſhes, and can- 
not be ſatisfied with an enforced tenderneſs, 
Could you, in this lady's ſituation, ſupport 

without 
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without diſtraction the certainty that the 
man you loved, the man united to you by 
divine and human ties, was induced by grati- 
tude and humanity only to aſſume a ſuperh-- 
fcial tenderneſs? Could you be contented 
even with his eſteem, when another woman 
poſſefled that preference due to you Act 
with reſolution, my dear girl, and you will 
find your duty and peace of mind are inſepa- 
rable, You now conſider the captain as un- 
der a prior engagement to you, and encou- 
rage hopes deftruCtive to your eaſe. When 
he is actually .the huſband of another, you 
will ſhudder at the conſciouſneſs that he is 
| till beloved by you, and accuſe yourſelf of 
acrime, Make then a glorious effort, and 
ll be anſwerable for its ſucceſs. Heaven 
wil aſſiſt your-perſeverance, Write imme- 
lately, my dear Flavia, for you have raiſed 


an anxious impatience in the breaſt of 
Your tenderly affectionate mother, 


SOPHIA VILLARS. 
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LETTER EL 
Miſs VILLARS to Mrs. ViLtARs. 


doom is now irrecoverably fixed, 

and my future lot muſt be miſery! 

Oh ! my deareſt mother, captain Welmore 
vas married yeſterday. ' Your kind letter 
came at a time when [I could only attend to 
my own iad reflections. I have read it this af- 
ternoon, and find my heart ſomewhat reliev- 
ed byit. I will not diſturb his happineſs, nor 
attempt to deſtroy his lach's peace, I will 
ſubmit to my fate; but I can never more ex- 
pect to be happy They have left town, and 
are retired to a ſeat. of an honourable rela- 
tion above thirty miles diſtant, till a grand 
houſe they have taken is fitted for their re- 
ception. Lady Egerton, Mrs. Stamford, and 
even her worthy huſband, intereſt themſelves 
in my uneaſineſs. I cannot diguiſe it, My 
heart 
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heart was ſo oppreſt yeſterday I could not 
ſhed a tear, Oh! gracious heaven, what did 
1 feel while lady Egerton gently diſcloſed 
to me the fatal marriage? Let me return to 
you, deareſt madam, I am unfit for company. 
The town is difagreeable to me.— Mankind 

are my averſion.— I will never marry.— My 
faithleſs lover has taught me to deſpiſe the 
whole ſex. I feel ſome conſolation in deter- 
mining to paſs my life in retirement with 
you, Alas! Why did | venture into this gay 

trifling world? Why did I admit a gueſt in- 
to my heart, who has robbed me of my tran- 

quillity ?-Cruel ſex! III-fated tenderneſs! I 
ſometimes wilh for the inſenſibility of the 

lively coquettes, who accept the promiſcu- 

ous addreſſes of the fop and man of ſenſe ; 

but duty and reaſon make me perceive the 
ſuperiority of the deceived to the deceiver. 
Oh! Madam, ſuſpence was painful, but this 

certainty is ſhocking. But it was my own 

Q 4 imprudence 
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imprudence that has involved me in theſe 
dreadful circumſtances. I ſee, I feel it. Ves, 


madam, I am convinced, though too late, of 


error, I can conquer my prefent ill-requited 
tenderneſs; but I can never change its ob- 
jet, I know your goodneſs will not at- 


tempt to alter my determination. You will 


acquieſce in it. My kind friends cannot ren- 
der town any longer agreeable. Tell me | 
when I ſhall return to you. I feel a pleaſing 
emotion at the thought of feeing you; for .[ 
am no leſs 
Your dutiful and affectionate, 
chan afflicted daughter, 
FLAVIA VILLARS. 
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LETTER 


Ars, VILLARS to Miſs VILLARS. 


My DEAR GIRL, | 
] Flatter myſelf you will be much more 


tranquil at the time you receive this let- 
ter, than when you dictated your laſt. Vour 
trial has been ſevere, but remember, my Fla- 
via, your love was not augmented by fre- 
quent interviews with the beloved object. 
You ſaw him only twice (I belleve) after he 
declared himſelf your lover. Think what ag- 
gravated diftreſs you would have ſuffered, if 
you had received for many months inceſſant 
allurances of tenderneſs; acknowledge, my 
dear, the ſuperior ſeverity of this fate, and 
acquieſce in the diſpenſation of providence, 
You wiſh to return into the country, I ſhall 
ſoon be with you, and ſhall find my own 
gtatification in complying with your requeſt, 
The 
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imprudence that has involved me in theſe 
dreadful circumſtances. I ſee, I feel it. Ves, 


' madam, I am convinced, though too late, of 


error, I can conquer my prefent ill-requited 
tenderneſs; but I can never change its ob- 
jet, I know your goodneſs will not at- 
tempt to alter my determination, You will 
acquieſce in it, My kind friends cannot ren- 
der town any longer agreeable. Tell me | 
when TI ſhall return to you. I feel a pleaſing 


emotion at the thought of feeing you; for 1 
am no leſs | 


Your dutiful and affectionate, 
than aMicted daughter, 
FLAVIA VILLARS, 
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LETTER XLIl. 


Ars, VIII ARS to Miſs VILLARS. 


My DEAR GIRL, | 
] Flatter myſelf you will be much more 

tranquil at the time you receive this let- 
ter, than when you dictated your laſt. Your 
trial has been ſevere, but remember, my Fla- 
via, your love was not augmented by fre- 
quent interviews with the beloved object. 
You ſaw him only twice (I believe) after he 
declared himſelf your lover. Think what age 
gravated diftreſs you would have ſuffered, if 
you had received for many months inceſſant 
allurances of tenderneſs; acknowledge, my 
dear, the ſuperior ſeverity of this fate, and 
acquieſce in the diſpenſation of providence. 
You wiſh to return into the country, I ſhall 
ſoon be with you, and ſhall find my own 


gratification in complying with your requeſt, 
The 
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ſent yourſelf from company? I intreat that 


be chearfu], I beg you will for mine, that 


ſhould induce you to form ſuch a reſolu- 
lution? Will you cheriſh the remembrance 
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The latter end of next week, my mother 
ſets out for town, and I ſhall accompany 
her. Make yourſelf eaſy, my dear girl, and 
give your kind friends the pleaſute of ſee- 
ing the ſucceſs of their endeavours to difh- 
pate your melancholy. Why ſhould you ab- 


you will attend Jady Egerton and Mrs, 
Stamford in their viſits, and to the diverſions, 
You ought not to contract a gloomy habit. 
If, for your own ſake, you will not try to 


the fight of your diſcontent may not diſturb 


my peace of mind, 
You will never marry, you ſay. What 


of an ungrateful man, to the entire exclu- 
fion of real merit? Shall the tenderneſs of 
ſuch an heart, be extinguiſhed by an unre- 
warded paſſion? You can conquer your 

| love, 
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love, you add, What ſhould then prevent 
you from changing its object? You are diſ- 
engaged from your promiſe. He is no longer 
unmarried, nor your Jover, Congratulate 
yourſelf, or rather acknowledge it an effect 
of divine mercy, that you have recovered 
your liberty. Fatal have been the effects, my 
child, of raſhly-plighted vows, Never enter 
into any engagement, but ſuch as religion 
ſanctifies, prudence dictates, . and human 
laws authorize, Vehement profeſſions of 
eternal conſtancy, and ſolemn proteſtations 
againſt a future choice, ſhew more the fervor 
of the preſent attachment, than they become 
a ſecurity againſt a change of ſentiment. 
Should the heart revolt, from a conviction 
that it had encouraged an improper biaſs, 
what muſt be the conſequence ? Either the 
completion of an engagement deſtructive 
to duty and to peace, or the relinquiſhment 
of 2 plighted vow, Thus you ſee a crime 

is 
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is probably the reſult of a precipitate pro. 
miſe, With what accumulated guilt then, 
will that inconſtant heart be fraught, that 
Has called heaven to be a witneſs of repeat- 
ed perjuries ? He, who has accuſtomed him- 
ſelf to deceit, muſt be guilty even in fixing 
his choice, There have been many engage- 
ments contracted, which it would have been 
criminal to have fulfilled, and where there 
was Jeſs guilt in retraQting a raſh promiſe, 
than in hazarding the violation of eſſential 
duties; but we ſhould never render our- 
ſelves liable to the neceſſity of chuſing 2 
leſſer, to avoid a greater evil, 

You, my dear, are capable of adorning 
the connubial ſtate, and of exalting the 
maternal character. Such amiable quali- 
ties ought to be diſplayed in their proper 
ſphere. Your's was a raſh romantic reſo- 
lution, We are too much accuſtomed to 


-call remarkable inftances of goodneſs ro- 
mantic 
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mantic, only becauſe they are unuſual; but, 
this conſtancy which vou would preſerve, 
this determined perpetual celibacy in conſe- 
quence of a diſappointment, is the virtue on- 
ly of romance, and has no place amongſt 
the duties of real life, In romance, it is 
uſual for perſons to be captivated at firſt ſight: 
2 dangerous ſuſceptibility, and generally ill- 
founded. We feel ourſelves pleaſed with ex- 
ternals, and immediately grant the admired. 
object thoſe qualities, which frequently exiſt 
only in our own imaginations, We ſhould 
be careful not to fix our afections, till we are 

convinced we ought to grant our eſteem. 
There are many who fancy themſelves to 
be in love from ſome doubtful ſymptoms ; 
and even on this ſuppoſition it is natu- 
ral to fluctuate between hope and fear, 
whilſt ignorant of the ſentiments of the 
object of their attention. Several have 
been 
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been inſenſibly drawn into- a \ liking, by 
the officious, ill- judged - repreſentations of 
their friends.. Captain Welmore might on- 
ly fancy himſelf in love. Perhaps he might 
miſtake for love the grateful emotions of your 
heart, or he might perceive that. gratitude - 
had excited a tenderer paſſion, and in ſuch 
caſe it is thought an indiſpenſible point of ho. 
nour in all of his profeſſion, to avow a love 
they ſeldom feel. Your delicacy is ſhocked, 
left you ſhould have betrayed any ſigns of af- 
fection before this - ſolicitation, A young 
woman cannot too carefully guard her heart 
againſt approaches of love; nor, if ſhe has in- 
ſenſibly cheriſhed a tender regard, can ſhe 
with too much vigilance attempt to ſubdue 
it, for there is ſcarcely a poſſibility that an 
indulged affection can eſcape the eye of a pe- 
netrating obſerver, It has been ſaid by an in- 
genious and noble writer, 


6 A maid, 
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« Amaid, unaſk'd, may owna well-plac'd flame: 
« Not loving firſt, but loving wrong is ſhame.'? 


But to whom could ſhe conſiſtently with 
virgin delicacy, own a well-placed flame ? 
Not ſurely to the object of it, who has. ex- 
preſſed no reciprocal tenderneſs. If to feel love 
for an amiable man, cannot be imputed to a 
woman as a breach of female modeſty ; yet 
to reveal it, may be deemed a breach of that 
part of virtue which is termed prudence, and 
will probably be deſtructive of her happi- 
neſs, 

You, my dear child, were enſlaved by gra- 
titude. You might be pleaſed with captain 
Welmore's appearance and addreſs, but I 
cannot think he would have gained your love, 
if he had not engaged your gratitude. Your 
paſſion then was founded on motives of ge- 
nerolity. You condemn the effect of your love, 
and I will be filent, You have my pity and 


affect ion. 
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affection. Entitle yourſelf, my TG * 
my eſteem. 
Farewel, my beloved daughter. I 2 to 


bo ſee you wear a face of chearfulneſs, and to 
congratulate you on the poſſeſſion of an un- 
diſturbed heart. N 
| I am, my dear, 
Your ever affectionate mother, 
| SOPHIA VILLAkS. 
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